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The discovery of material remains from the recent or the ancient past has
always been a source of fascination, but the development of archaeology

as an academic discipline which interpreted such finds is relatively recent.
It was the work of Winckelmann at Pompeii in the 1760s which first revealed
the potential of systematic excavation to scholars and the wider public.
Pioneering figures of the nineteenth century such as Schliemann, Layard
and Petrie transformed archaeology from a search for ancient artifacts,

by means as crude as using gunpowder to break into a tomb, to a science
which drew from a wide range of disciplines - ancient languages and literature,
geology, chemistry, social history - to increase our understanding of human
life and society in the remote past.

The Roman Wall

Brought up in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, John Collingwood Bruce (1805-92)
was fascinated by the antiquities of the north of England, and made an
especial study of the impressive ruins of the ‘Roman Wall’ He published this
work in 1851, using both the writings of medieval and recent historians,
and his own and others’ field surveys and excavations. It describes the route
of the wall from the Solway to Wallsend, and the surviving structures such
as forts and milecastles along its length. Bruce also discusses and illustrates
the Roman artefacts discovered around the wall, from pottery and nails to
funerary monuments, which give insights into the lives of the soldiers from
across the Roman empire who were stationed at this northern outpost.

His argument that Hadrian was the builder of the wall reminds us that,
until the mid-nineteenth century, it was thought to have been the idea

of the later emperor Septimius Severus.
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landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
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The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
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publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
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PREFACE.

THaE famous Roman Wall, which, in former times,
protected southern Britain from the ravages of the
northern tribes, exhibits, at this day, remains more
entire, and forms a subject of study more interesting
than is generally supposed.

Two authors of great learning have treated of this
renowned structure—Horsley, in the Britannia
Romana, and Hodgson, in the last volume of his His-
tory of Northumberland. Both are treatises of
considerable size, and both are, to a certain extent,
rare. The Britannia Romana, moreover, describes the
Wall, not as it is, but as it was more than a century
ago. Hodgson’s work is of recent date, and forms a
valuable storehouse of nearly all that is known upon
the subject. The mind, however, of that amiable
man and zealous antiquary was, at the time of its
preparation, bending under the weight of his ill-re-
quited labours, and he has failed to present his ample
materials to the reader in that condensed and well-
arranged form which distinguishes his previous vol-
umes, and without which a book on antiquities will
not arrest the attention of the general reader.
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vi. PREFACE.

The following work may be regarded as introduc-
tory to the elaborate productions of Horsley and
Hodgson. The reader is not assumed to be ac-
quainted with the technicalities of archaology; and,
at each advancing step the information is supplied
which may render his course easy. I have not at-
tempted, in the last part of the work, to enumerate
all the altars and inscribed stones which have been
found upon the line of the Wall, but have made a
selection of those which are most likely to interest
the general reader, and to give him a correct idea of
the nature and value of these remains.

In the body of the work I have endeavoured to
furnish a correct delineation of the present condition
of the Wall and its outworks. All my descriptions
are the result of personal observation. To secure
as great accuracy as possible, I have read over many
of my proof sheets on the spot which they describe.

The pictorial illustrations have been prepared
with care, and will give the reader, who is not dis-
posed to traverse the ground, a correct idea of the
state of the Barrier. The wood-cuts and plates,
illustrative of the antiquities found on the line, have,
with the exception of a few coins introduced into
the first Part of the volume, and copied from
the MonuMENTA Historica, been prepared from
original drawings, taken for this work from the ob-
jects themselves. I am not without hope that the
well-read antiquary will value these delineations for
their beauty and accuracy.
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PREFACE, vii.

The inhabitants of the isthmus are proud of the
Wall and its associations ; and whatever may have
been the case with their forefathers, will not need-
lessly destroy it. Most kind has been the recep-
tion I have met with in my peregrinations, and
most valuable the assistance I have received from
the gentry and yeomen of the line, and others in-
terested in my labours! Gladly would I enumer-
ate all to whom I am indebted, had it been possible
Some names, however, must be mentioned. His
Grace the Duke of Northumberland has not only
given me free access to all his antiquarian stores, but
directed me to prepare at his expense engravings on
wood of all that I thought suitable to my purpose.
‘Would that his Grace knew how much I have
been cheered in my course by his notice of my
humble labours! To John Clayton, esq., I am
obliged for the gift of the wood-cuts illustrat-
ive of the numerous and interesting antiquities
preserved at CiLurnuwm, the produce of that station
and Borcovicus. To Albert Way, esq., the ac-
complished and honorary secretary of the Archao-
logical Institute, with whom I had last year the
pleasure and advantage of spending a day upon
the Wall, I am indebted for the cuts representing
the altar and slab discovered at Tynemouth. The
suite of wood-cuts illustrative of the hoard of coins
found in the ancient quarry on Barcombe-hill,
have been engraved at the expense of my tried
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viii. PREFACE.

and valued friend, John Fenwick, esq., of New-
castle-upon-Tyne; and to William Kell, esq.,
town-clerk of Gateshead, with whom I have tra-
versed the Wall from sea to sea, and some por-
tions of it repeatedly, [ am indebted for the
beautiful representation of the ancient Poxs ALru
fronting the title-page. My former school-~fellow,
William Woodman, esq., town-clerk of Morpeth,
besides otherwise assisting me, has caused surveys
to be made for my use of not fewer than eighty of
the strongholds of the Britons still existing on the
heights north of the Wall. To trace the movements
of the brave people whom the Romans drove to the
more inaccessible portions of the island, would have
been an interesting sequel to the account of the
Roman Wall, but I found the undertaking too great
for me.

It is with no ordinary emotion that I write
the last lines of a work to the preparation of which
I have devoted the leisure of three years. The
Wall and I must now part company. Gladly
would I have withheld the publication of this
work for the Horatian period, and have spent the
interval in renewed investigations; though even
then I should have felt that I had fallen short of

¢ The height of this great argument ;

other cares, however, now demand my attention.

Newcastle-upon- Tyns, 1 January, 1851,
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