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Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts
of scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world by
the work of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and science,
anthropology, ethnology and the colonial experience all brought new
perspectives, lively debates and heated controversies to the study of religion
and its role in the world, many of which continue to this day. This series
explores the editing and interpretation of religious texts, the history of religious
ideas and institutions, and not least the encounter between religion and science.

Buddhist China

The British colonial administrator and scholar Sir Reginald Fleming Johnston
(1874-1938) travelled extensively in the Far East, developing a keen intellectual
interest in Chinese culture and spirituality. His fourteen-year posting to the
relatively quiet port of Weihaiwei allowed him to indulge this interest and to
travel to places not usually visited by Europeans. In 1918, he was appointed
tutor to the young Puyi (1906-67), who had been China’s last emperor before
his forced abdication. Deeply interested in Mahayana Buddhism, Johnston
played an important role in raising Western awareness of its philosophy and
practice in China. This work, first published in 1913, provides valuable insight
into the history of this branch of Buddhism as well as fascinating accounts
of notable centres of Chinese monasticism. Among other works, Johnston’s
Confucianism and Modern China (1934) and Twilight in the Forbidden City
(1934) are also reissued in this series.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1913
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of oversize plates
which it has not been possible to reproduce to scale in this edition.
They can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108080330
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KUAN-YIN.

(From painting by a Chinese monk.)

[£rontispicce.
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Abstain from all evil,
In all things act vivtuously,
Be pure in mind :

Tis is the religion of the Buddhas.
—From the COMMANDMENTS SUTRA.
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Be a good man ;
Do good deeds ;
Read good books ;
Speak good words.
—Inscription carved on rock near Buddhist
monastery of Ku-shan, Fuhkien
Province.
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PREFACE

THE early chapters of this book deal with the
origin and development of some characteristic
features of Mahayana Buddhism, especially in
respect of the forms assumed by that branch of
the Buddhist system in its Chinese environment.
The sixth and seventh chapters are concerned
with religious piigrimages in China, and with
those sacred mountains which are the homes of
Chinese monasticism and the radiating centres
of Buddhist influence. Of these favoured seats
of religious activity, the six last chapters contain
detailed accounts of two which are taken as
typical—namely, the holy mountain of Chiu-hua,
in the province of Anhui, and the holy island of
Puto (Pootoo), off the coast of Chehkiang.

An accomplished writer on Oriental Art—the
late Ernest Fenollosa—has observed that “a very
large part of the finest thought and standards
of living that have gone into Chinese life, and
the finest part of what has issued therefrom in
literature and art, have been strongly tinged with
Buddhism.” The truth and justice of this remark

vil
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viii PREFACE

will not be gainsaid by those Western students
who have succeeded in finding their way into
the treasure - house of Chinese poetry, or have
fallen under the potent witchery of Chinese
landscape painting. Those of China’s foreign
friends who long to see not only the political
regeneration of this great country, but also a
brilliant revival of creative activity in art and
letters, can hardly fail to take a keen and sym-
pathetic interest in the fortunes of that wonderful
creed, or system of creeds, which for at least
fifteen centuries has exercised so powerful an
influence—artistic and philosophic no less than
religious and ethical-—over the heart and mind
of China.

It is too soon yet to say whether the forces
set in motion by the Revolution—or rather the
forces of which the political revolution was one
of the manifestations—will bring about the total
collapse of Buddhism in China. Judging from
the present activity of the Buddhists themselves,
it seems more likely that what we are about to
witness is not a collapse, but at least a partial
revival of Buddhism. Those Western observers
who fancy that the Buddhist religion in China is
inextricably associated with old-fashioned and dis-
credited political and social conventions in general,
and with the corruptions of the Manchu dynasty
in particular, have a very imperfect knowledge
of Chinese history and of the past relations
of Buddhism with the Chinese body - politic.
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PREFACE ix

Buddhists had no cause to regret the overthrow
of the Manchus, to whom they were bound by
no ties of sympathy, gratitude, or self-interest;
and if the rulers of the New China honourably
adhere to their declared policy of complete
religious freedom, there is no reason why the
Buddhists should not look forward to taking a
distinguished part in the future progress of their
country in respect of its social, artistic, and
spiritual interests.

It may be that the present activity of the
Chinese Buddhists has been inspired to some
extent from Japan, as for example in the matter
of the recent creation of a central organization
(the Fo-chiao Tsung Hui) which has been
established for the purpose of protecting the
legitimate interests of the Buddhist faith. But
the admirably - edited Buddhist magazines, the
Fo-hsiieh Ts‘ung-pao and the Fo-chiao Yiieh-pao,
which have made their appearance during the
past year, furnish ample evidence that the move-
ment (which is very largely a reform movement)
is genuinely and fundamentally Chinese; and this
is confirmed by the fact that the creation of the
Tsung Hui itself (which might be described as a
National Buddhist Synod or Representative Church
Council) has met with the hearty approbation of
Buddhists in all parts of the empire, and that
in many localities branch Councils (composed, like
the parent Council, of both laymen and ordained
monks) have been already successfully established.
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X PREFACE

Though it is too early to say whether this
movement will lead to any permanent results,
it is certainly not of mushroom growth; nor can
it be said to be a mere by-product either of
revolutionary excitement or of reactionary caprice.
Evidence of this may be found in the fact that
during the past decade an influential group of
Chinese Buddhists has been quietly at work
producing a new complete edition of that pro-
digious collection of Buddhistic literature which is
usually but inaccurately referred to as the Chinese
Buddhist Canon. This great work, having occupied
a large staff of editors and printers for several
years past, has been quite recently (19138) brought
to a happy conclusion.

Perhaps the most prominent among the learned
and able Buddhists whose names are honourably
associated with this undertaking is a native of
the district of Ch‘ang-shu, in Kiangsu. He
entered the Buddhist monkhood at the age of
twenty-one, and was given the monastic name
of Tsung-yang. He is a man of varied culture,
has travelled widely in both China and Japan,
and is a writer of vigorous prose and graceful
verse. Like all true Buddhists, he shows him-
self tolerant, charitable, and courteous towards
those whose religious beliefs are different from
his own. He belongs to the Monastery of
Ch‘ing-liang, on the Wu-mu-shan—a mountain
not far from Soochow; but since 1903 his
various duties have required him to reside in
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PREFACE xi

Shanghai, where he and his colleagues have
been the guests of well-known Shanghai residents
—Mr and Mrs S. A. Hardoon.

If it is mainly through the inspiring influence of
a small group of enthusiastic monks and laymen
that the republication of the * Canon” has been
successfully carried out, the thanks of all Buddhists,
and of all students of Buddhism, are also due
to Tsung-yang’s munificent hosts and patrons,
who not only provided accommodation for him-
self and his colleagues, amid the flowers and
trees that are dear to the hearts of all Buddhists,
but also ensured the success of this very costly
undertaking by their generous donations and
financial guarantees. The completed work, which
is frequently referred to in the following pages
under the name of the “Hardoon” edition of
the Buddhist scriptures, deserves to find its way
into the hands of all serious students of Chinese
Buddhist literature.

The author is glad to record his grateful
appreciation of the unvarying -courtesy and
hospitality extended to him by the abbots and
monks in whose romantic mountain - homes he
has spent the happiest days of his fifteen years’
sojourn in China. Whatever may be the ultimate
fate of Buddhism, he earnestly hopes that neither
his kindly hosts nor their successors will ever be
driven away from the quiet hermitages which
they so justly love; and that it may continue
to be China’s glory and privilege to provide,
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xii PREFACE

amid the forests and crags and waterfalls of her
cloistral mountains, homes or resting - places
for all pilgrims to the shrines of truth and
beauty.

R. F. J.

WEmAIWEI,
15th April 1913.
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