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TRAVELS

IN

UPPER AND LOWER EGYPT.

CHAPTER XI.

Town of Siut or Lycopolis—Charalter of the
Lybian Range of Mountains—Antient ex-
cavated Tombs—-Doum Palm-tree— --The
Red and White Coptic Corrvmta‘——Large
Town of Girgeh, and Abundance of Provi=

Sions—Converfation with a Nubian Prince
—Thieving Difpofition of the Egyptians—
Arabian Tales, and Manner of relating them
~—Baths—Thunder in Egypt—Arrival of
the Flotilla— Battle with the Mamelukes at
Samanhut—Purfuit of Murad-Bey—Ap-

Vor. II. A proach
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2 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

proach to Tentyra—Charaller of Egyptian
Architeture— Magnificent  Portico—-Style
of the Ornaments and Hieroglyphics.

IUT 1s a large well-peopled town, built,

to all appearance, on the fite of Lyco-
polis, or the city of the Wolf.—Why the
wolf, which is an animal of northern cli-
mates, and is not found here ? Is it a wor-
thip borrowed from the Greeks, the account
of which we have received from the Ro-
mans, who at that time paid but little at-
tention to natural hiflory, and might have
confounded the jackal with the wolf? No
antiquities are found in this town, but the
Lybian chain, at the foot of which it ftands,
here exhibits fuch a vaft number of tombs,
that without doubt this town occupies the
territory of fome very ancient and flourithing
city. 'We arrived here an hour after noon,

and
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TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 3

and we employed the remainder of the day
in procuring food for the army, in exercifing
the fick, and in taking poffeffion of barks and
provifions, which the Mamelukes had not
been able to carry away with them.

I haftened to vifit the Lybian chain of
mountains, fo eager was I to put my finger
on an Egyptian mountain. I had feen two
ranges fince I left Cairo, without having
been able to ritk climbing any one of them.
I found this, as I had fuppofed, a ruin of
ﬁature, formed of horizontal and regular
ftrata of calcareous ftones more or lefs crum-
bling, and of different thades of whitenefs,
divided at mntervals with large mammillated
and concentric flints, which appear to be
the nuclel, or, as it were, the bones of this
vaft chain, and feem to keep it together,
and prevent its total deftruction. This de-
compofition is daily happening by the im-

A2 preffion
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4 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

preflion of the falt air, which penetrates
every part of the calcareous furface, decom-
pofes it, and makes it as it were diflolve
down in {treams of fand, which at firft col-
leted in heaps at the foot of the rock, and
are then carried away by the winds, and en-
croaching gradually on the cultivated plain
and the villages, change them into barren-
nefs and defolation. The rocks are near half’
a league from Siut; and in the road is a very
pretty houfe of the kiachef, who was agent
for Soliman-Bey. The rocks are excavated
by a vaft number of tombs of differen di-
menfions, and decorated with more or lefs
magnificence, and this too can leave no
doubt of the proximity of the antient fite
of fome confiderable town. I took a draw-
ing of one of the largeft of thefe monu-
ments, to which a plan is annexed. (Sec
Plate XV.) All the inner porches of thefe

grottoes
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TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 5

grottoes are covered with hieroglyphics;
months would be required to read them,
even if one knew the language, and it would
take years to copy them. One thing I faw
by the little day-light that enters the firft
porch, which is, that all the elegancies of
ornament which the Grecks have employed
in their architefture, all the wavy lines, the
fcrolls, and other Greek forms, are here exe-
cuted with tafte and exquifite delicacy. If
one of thefc excavations was a fingle opera-
tion, as the uniform regularity of the plan
of each would ftem to indicate, it muft be
an immenife labour to conftru&t a tomb;
but we may fuppofe that fuch a one, when
once finithed, would ferve for ever for the
fepulture of a whole family or evenrace, and
that fome religious worfhip was regularly
paid to the dead; elfe where would have
been the ufe of fuch finithed ornaments of

As infcrip-
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6 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

infcriptions never read, and of a ruinous, fe-
cret, and buried fplendour? At different
periods or annual feftivals, or when fome
new inhabitant was added to the tombs,
funereal rites were doubtlefs performed, in
which the pomp of ceremony might vie with
the magnificence of the place; which is the
more probable, as the richnefs of decoration
in the interior part formsa moft {triking con-
traft with the outer walls, which are only
the rough native rock, as may be remarked
in the view that is annexed. I found one
of thefe caves, with a fingle faloon, in which
were an innumerable quantity of graves cut
in the rock in regular order: they had been
ranfacked in order to procure the mummies;
and I found feveral fragments of their con-
tents, fuch as linen, hands, feet, and loofe

bones.
Befides thefe principal grottoes, there is
fuch
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TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 7

fuch a countlefs number of fmaller excava-
tions, that the whole rock is cavernous and
refounds under the foot. Further on to the
{outh, are remains of large quarries, the ca-
vities of which are fupported by pilafters:
fome of thefe quarries have been the abode
of pious hermits, who in thefe rocks, among
thefe vaft retrcats, united the auftere afpet
of an inhabitant of the defert to the gentle
majefty of one who partakes of the bounties
beftowed by a river, which difpenfes to its
banks plenty and fertility. This was the
emblem of their life ; before their retreat,
carcs, wealth, agitation; afterwards, calm
and contemplative enjoyments ; the filence
of nature too imitated the referve to which
they were compelled : in thefe regions the
unchanging and auguft fplendor of the tky,
forcibly impells to conftant but chaftened
admiration ; the dawn of dayis not en-

A livened
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8 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

livened by the cries of joy or the bounding
of animals ; the fong of no bird proclaims
the return of morn, cven the lark, which
in our climates enlivens and animates our
fallows, in thefe burning regions only calls
to his mate, but never chants his happi-
nefs ; the grave dignity of Nature feems to
infpire with the deep fenfe of humble ac-
knowledgment, fo that the grotto of the
cenobite feems to have been placed here by
the order and choice of the Deity himfelf;
and every animated being partakes with

him in his grave and filent meditation.
Small niches, ftucco facings, a few red
paintlhgs reprefenting crofles, and fome in-
feriptions in a language which I took to be
Coptic, are the only remains which give evi-
dence to the former habitation of the auftere
cenobites in thefe gloomy cells. In the
feafon in which we vifited them, nothing
was
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