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On several journeys to Italy in the mid-nineteenth century, the Swiss historian
Jacob Burckhardt (1818-97) saw in the figures and events of the Italian
Renaissance certain traits that he believed to be mirrored in the politics of
his own day, notably some aspects of ‘an unbridled egoism, outraging every
right, and killing every germ of a healthier culture’ Revolutionary in his
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accessible two-volume English translation of 1878 by S.G.C. Middlemore.
In Volume 2, Burckhardt considers three key themes: scientific discoveries
concerning the world and the cosmos, changes in society and festivals,

and developments in the fields of morality and religion.
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