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From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were
compulsory subjects in almost all European universities, and most early
modern scholars published their research and conducted international
correspondence in Latin. Latin had continued in use in Western Europe
long after the fall of the Roman empire as the lingua franca of the educated
classes and of law, diplomacy, religion and university teaching. The flight
of Greek scholars to the West after the fall of Constantinople in 1453
gave impetus to the study of ancient Greek literature and the Greek New
Testament. Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms of university
curricula were beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments in
textual criticism and linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying
ancient societies, especially archaeology, led to renewed enthusiasm for
the Classics. This collection offers works of criticism, interpretation and
synthesis by the outstanding scholars of the nineteenth century.

The Alps of Hannibal

Controversial for centuries, the route across the Alps taken by Hannibal, his
Carthaginian army and his famous elephants in 218 BCE formed the basis
of an extended scholarly dispute between William John Law (1786-1869)
and Robert Ellis (1819/20-85). Fought in the pages of books and the Journal
of Classical and Sacred Philology, their exchanges lasted several years. Ellis’
Treatise on Hannibal’s Passage of the Alps (1853) and An Enquiry into the
Ancient Routes between Italy and Gaul (1867) are also reissued in this series.
Published in 1866, this two-volume work was Law’s major contribution to
the debate, examining the various theories and historical accounts. Modern
scholarship has questioned, however, whether either man was right. Volume 1
examines the accounts of Polybius, using numerous modern measurements
to try to gauge their accuracy. It also evaluates the reliability of previous
suggestions for Hannibal’s route at each stage of the journey.
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book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
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ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
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publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACEH.

SoME apology will be expected for treating at large
this very old topic of dissension. A few facts must
plead my excuse. At the end of July, 1854, I was
sent for health to Aix-les-Bains, in Savoy; and I
took with me Mr. Ellis’s “Treatise on Hannibal’s
Passage of the Alps,” then lately issued from the
Cambridge University press, a work in which the
march is carried over the Little Mont Cenis.
At Aix I met with another new work by a savant
of that country, who launches the invaders into
Ttaly from the Col de la Seigne. A further circum-
stance presently kindled my interest in a subject
which had been familiar to me: that an indication
of one reputed track was in sight from the garden
of my house. I borrowed from my physician the

volumes of De Saussure, to help me in my French
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viii Preface.

and in my Alps, and amused myself during August
with some comments, which I printed at Cham-
béry, on the speculations of M. Replat.

I left Aix on the 17th September with renewed
impulse to a favourite theme, proposing for my
daughter and myself a week’s absence from my
family, that we might cross the Little St. Bernard
and return by the Col de la Seigne and the valley
of Beaufort. The result was calamitous: I made
my first and last descent into Italy in a state of
serious illness: for nine weeks I lay within
gunshot of the great precipice, without a hope of
contemplating it. To avoid being snowed up
for the winter at Courmayeur, I was at last moved
slowly down the valley to seek a more favouring
climate. So began and so ended the chance of
contributing by personal investigation to a know-
ledge of the disputed track.

In my progress to convalescence at Nice, I found
myself without employment ; and a resource offered
itself in the examination of Mr. Ellis’s theory.
I weighed its merits, and sifted them as well as T
could under the circumstances; and on my return
to England in April, immediately published the
results. In 1856 Mr. Ellis defended himself in

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108079495
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07949-5 - The Alps of Hannibal: Volume 1
William John Law

Frontmatter

More information

Preface. ix

two numbers of the ¢ Cambridge Journal of

Classical and Sacred Philology;” and I replied
promptly to each through the same channel.
That warfare was to be excused; I was only
criticising a new theory. If now I maintain a
theory myself, and strive to overthrow all the
rest, it may be asked, why further stir this worn-
out controversy; has not too much been said
already ?

That sentiment would accord with a remark made
by the last English writer of eminence who has
touched the subject. Dr. Liddell says, “The con-
“ troversy will probably last for ever: the data
¢ seem insufficient to enable us to form a positive
¢« judgment.” This feeling of despair may be alle- -
viated if the inquiry shall enable us to account for
the failure of a few marked men, whom the world
would have expected to command assent on the
question. Such were D’Anville and Gibbon. But
improvement has been slow, and error obstinate.
Many a year has passed since the very learned
Thirlwall, reviewing the efforts of a distinguished
commentator, spoke of ¢ the enormous mass of
“ literature which has been already piled upon
¢ this theme.” Mass, indeed, there is; but it is
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X Preface.

accounted for in the remark of Niebuhr, ¢that
“ even ingenious and learned men have opposed the
‘“ most palpable evidence.” The theme is not worn
out: men of learning continue to embarrass truth
in their professions to illustrate it: popular and
plausible arguments hold their credit, because un-
answered ; and reputed difficulties are looked upon
with dismay, as if they were real ones. The sub-
ject is mot exhausted, and the fact that it has
been worked so much is the best proof that it
needs to be worked more.

When one comes to interfere in a dispute which
has lasted so long, the great discouragement is, that
a fit treatment of it threatens to be too copious
for the patience of a reader: and I expect censure
for my prolixity. But who can have the vanity to
hope that inveterate error may be exterminated
with a few pages? Heresies must be attacked
which took root in the first days of the Roman
empire, which have been cultivated in various forms
to the present time; nourished by men who have
adorned the literature of modern Europe. Few
there are who take pains to scrutinise what is
plausible, or to sift what is obscure. The laborious

effort of mnovelty, which I have mentioned as
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Preface. xi

inviting me to the combat, has succeeded, as I
know, in unsettling the faith of able minds.

In meeting with the strange contrivances offered
for solving this question, one is apt to pause and
say, “ Must we consume time in combating such a
notion as this?”’ But, if the notion which suggests
the scruple should be countenanced by men like
Schweighgeuser, or Gossellin, or Letronne, or Arnold,
or Ukert, there is no alternative: the unresisted
sanction of such names governs the opinion of the
world : and, though an error may in itself seem
unworthy of refutation, the friend of truth cannot
leave it unassailed. In this controversy there is
nothing so extravagant that you may pass it by:
the most perverse fancies are found in writers of
formidable reputation. All obstacles then must be
encountered : we dare not despise what the world
esteems : the consequence is, that the subject must
not be treated shortly, if it is to be treated safely.

Fortunately those very circumstances make the
pursuit of it exceedingly entertaining. The strange-
ness of conceptions, whether in history, geography,
logic, or grammar, which offer themselves to notice,
provoke a never-ceasing interest, and entice you by
degrees into the full current of the dispute. Such

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108079495
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07949-5 - The Alps of Hannibal: Volume 1
William John Law

Frontmatter

More information

xii Preface.

has been my fate: and I offer, though not ripened
as it should be, the fruit of my temptation. I have
endeavoured to perceive the drift of each hostile
argument : and, dealing freely with the opinions of
others, may be thought not to bespeak indulgence
for my own. But, in truth, I bespeak it earnestly.
An old man, returning to Greek after long absence,
cannot possibly be exempt from error; and when
he finds, in the great names he has to deal with,
none that he can in all points follow, he constantly
has to apprehend error in himself. The danger is
felt and acknowledged: but the fear of it will
not deter from the utterance of thoughts honestly
entertained. ~Whilst, among the varieties and
complications of our subject, we are differing from
those whom we greatly respect, in the process
which discloses the errors of such men, we
become convinced of the fallibility of all, and most

conscious of the indulgence needed for ourselves.
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Page 71, line 2%, for “eque” rcad “aquwx.”
» 93, ,. 8, for “agreement” read ‘“ argument.”
» 118, ,, 18, for “nom” read “ nomme.”
» 122, ,, 88, for “equivocal” read “equivalent.”
» 156, ,, 29, for “marching” read “reaching.”
» 158, ,, 10, “from Valence” to be omitted.
» 221, ,, 14, for “hushing” read *‘ hashing.”
» 804, ,, 2, for “but” read “ best.”
sy 819, ,, 24, for “Vin” read “Viu.”
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