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The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark studies
that assembled significant source materials or developed new historiographical
methods. The series includes work in social, political and military history
on a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern scholars ready access
to influential publications of the past.

Up from Slavery

Born into slavery on a Virginia plantation, Booker T. Washington (1856-1915)
educated himself tirelessly in the years after the American Civil War. In 1881,
he was appointed head of the Tuskegee Institute, a teacher-training college
for African Americans. As a writer, orator and fundraiser, he became one
of the leading figures of the black community. Washington argued that the
best way of bettering the social position of African Americans was through
vocational education, which would make them indispensable and productive
members of society. In this 1901 autobiography, he uses his life as an example
to illustrate these principles, covering particularly the work of the Tuskegee
Institute and his fundraising on behalf of black education. The book also
contains the full text of his 1895 Atlanta Exposition speech, which created
the model for Southern race relations until Washington’s death and the
emergence of more overtly assertive African-American civil rights leaders.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108079402
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07940-2- Up from Slavery: An Autobiography
Booker T. Washington

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108079402

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2015

This edition first published 1901
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-07940-2 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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This volume is dedicated to my Wife
MRS. MARGARET JAMES WASHINGTON
And to my Brother
MR. JOHN H. WASHINGTON
Whose patience, fidelity, and bard work bave gone far

to make the work at Tuskegee successful
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PREFACE

THais volume is the outgrowth of a series of
articles, dealing with incidents in my life, which
were published consecutively in the Outlook. While
they were appearing in that magazine I was con-
stantly surprised at the number of requests which
came to me from all parts of the country, asking
that the articles be permanently preserved in book
form. I am most grateful to the Outlook for per-
mission to gratify these requests.

I have tried to tell a simple, straightforward story,
with no attempt at embellishment. My regret is
that what I have attempted to do has been done so
imperfectly. The greater part of my time and
strength is required for the executive work con-
nected with the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial
Institute, and in securing the money necessary for
the support of the institution. Much of what I
have said has been written on board trains, or at

hotels or railroad stations while I have been waiting
vii
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viii PREFACE

for trains, or during the moments that I could spare
from my work while at Tuskegee. ~Without the
painstaking and generous assistance of Mr. Max
Bennett Thrasher 1 could not have succeeded in

any satisfactory degree.
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