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Archaeology

The discovery of material remains from the recent or the ancient past has
always been a source of fascination, but the development of archaeology

as an academic discipline which interpreted such finds is relatively recent.
It was the work of Winckelmann at Pompeii in the 1760s which first revealed
the potential of systematic excavation to scholars and the wider public.
Pioneering figures of the nineteenth century such as Schliemann, Layard and
Petrie transformed archaeology from a search for ancient artifacts, by means
as crude as using gunpowder to break into a tomb, to a science which drew
from a wide range of disciplines - ancient languages and literature, geology,
chemistry, social history - to increase our understanding of human life and
society in the remote past.

Assyria
The Assyriologist George Smith (1840-76) was trained originally as an
engraver, but was enthralled by the discoveries of Layard and Rawlinson.
He taught himself cuneiform script, and joined the British Museum as
a ‘repairer’ of broken cuneiform tablets. Promotion followed, and after
one of Smith’s most significant discoveries among the material sent to the
Museum - a Babylonian story of a great flood - he was sent to the Middle
East, where he found more inscriptions which contained other parts of
the epic tale of Gilgamesh. In 1875, he published a history of Assyria for
the ‘Ancient History from the Monuments’ series. Using biblical accounts
as well as the Akkadian documents in clay and stone then being excavated
in the area, Smith traces the history of the Assyrian empire from its origins
until the fall of Nineveh in 612 BCE. Several other books by Smith are also
reissued in this series.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1875
This digitally printed version 2014

ISBN 978-1-108-07906-8 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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PREFACE.

THe following history of Assyria is designed to give some of
the results attained from the translations of the Cuneiform
inscriptions, which contain the records of the Assyrian empire.
Prominence has been given to the incidents of the period when
Assyria came in contact with Palestine, and the bearing of
some of these is pointed out; but it is rather intended that
the reader should compare for himself the history here given
from the Assyrian with the parallel account of the Books of
Kings. Beside the direct account of persons and events given
in the Bible, there is a mass of evidence and illustration on
manners and customs, language and literature, tending to throw
light on the earlier books of the Bible, which renders the study
of Assyrian so important and desirable.

An examination of the dates in this history, will show that
many of them do not agree with the authorized system of
chronology in the margins of the Bible. Here I must note
that, although there is a striking agreement in the order and
substance of the events mentioned in both histories, there some-
times appears to be considerable difference as to the dates.
As this is an Assyrian history I have taken the dates as they
appear to stand in the Assyrian records; but it must be remem-
bered that many of the Assyrian chronological documents are
mutilated and incomplete, and that the Assyrians are not always
correct in the statements of their histories.

It will be seen by this work that there are great and im-
portant periods of Assyrian history of which we know nothing
or next to nothing; the reason of which is, that sufficient ex-
cavations and researches have not been made on the sites of
the Assyrian cities. When Assyria is properly explored, there
will no longer be the inequality and uncertainty which even now
hangs over so much of her history.
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Assur-Nadin-ahi

LIST OF THE ASSYRIAN KINGS WITH
THEIR APPROXIMATE DATES.

Ismi-dagan
Samsi-vul 1 '

égumrifigikﬁpu about B.C. 1800.

R—?t:;: about B.C. 1750.
Bel-kapkapu about B.C. 1700.

}
}
Adasi } about B.C. 1650.
}
}
f

B.C. 1850-1820.
1820-1800.

Bel-bani
Assur-zakir-esir
Ninip-tugul-assuri
Iriba-vul

about B.C, 1600.

about B.C. 1550,

Assur-nirari 1

Nabu-dan about B.C. 1500.

Assur-bel-nisisu ~ B.C. 1450-1420.
Buzur-assur » 1420-1400,
Assur-ubalid » 1400-1370.
Bel-nirari » 1370-1350.
Budil » 1350-1330.
Vul-nirari I » 1330-1300.
Shalmaneser » 1300-1271.
Tugulti-ninip 1 »» I127I-1240,
Bel-kudur-uzur » 1240-1220.
Ninip-pal-esar » 1220-1200.
Assur-dan 1 » 1200-1170.
Mutaggil-nusku » 1I70-1I50.
Assur-risilim » 11501120,
Tiglath-Pileser [ ,, 1120-1100.
Asser-bel-kala ,» 1100-1080.
Samsi-vul 11T » 1080-1060.
Assur-rab-amar

or } about B.C. 1050.
Assur-rabbur
Assur-nimati. about B.C. 1000.

Assur-dan II B.C. 930-913.
Vaul-nirari IT » 913-89I.
Tugulti-ninip II » 891-88s5.
Assur-nazir-pal » 885-860.
Shalmaneser II 860-825.

Assur-dain-pal (rebel kir?g) B.C. 827.

Samsi-vul IV B.C. 825-812.
Vul-pirari III »  812-783.
Shalmaneser TII »  783-773.
Assur-dan 111 »  773-755.
Assur-nirari II »w  755-1745.
Tiglath-Pileser II »  745-727.
Shalmaneser IV »  727-722.
Sargon »w  722-705.
Sennacherib » 705-681.
Esarhaddon ,, 681-668.
Assur-bani-pal ,y 668-626.
Bel-zakir-iskum » 626-620.
Assur-ebil-ili » 620-607.

List of the Kings of Israel men-
tioned in the Cuneiform Inscriptions.

Humri Omri.
Ahabbu Ahab.
Yahua Jehu.
Minihimmu Menahem,
Paqaha Pekah.
Husia Hoshea.

List of Kings of Fudah mentioned
in the Cuneiform Inscriptions.

Azriyahu Azariah.
Yahuhazi Ahaz.
Hazaqiyahu Hezekiah,
Minase Manasseh.
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