
Archaeology
The discovery of material remains from the recent or the ancient past has 
always been a source of fascination, but the development of archaeology 
as an academic discipline which interpreted such finds is relatively recent. 
It was the work of Winckelmann at Pompeii in the 1760s which first revealed 
the potential of systematic excavation to scholars and the wider public. 
Pioneering figures of the nineteenth century such as Schliemann, Layard 
and Petrie transformed archaeology from a search for ancient artifacts, 
by means as crude as using gunpowder to break into a tomb, to a science 
which drew from a wide range of disciplines - ancient languages and literature, 
geology, chemistry, social history - to increase our understanding of human 
life and society in the remote past.

The History of Babylonia
The Assyriologist George Smith (1840–76) was trained originally as an 
engraver, but was enthralled by the discoveries of Layard and Rawlinson. 
He taught himself cuneiform script, and joined the British Museum as a 
‘repairer’ or matcher of broken cuneiform tablets. Promotion followed, 
and after one of Smith’s most significant discoveries among the material 
sent to the Museum – a Babylonian story of a great flood – he was sent 
to the Middle East, where he found more inscriptions which contained 
other parts of the epic tale of Gilgamesh. Before his early death in 1876, 
he was writing a history of Babylonia for the ‘Ancient History from the 
Monuments’ series. Prepared for press by A.H. Sayce, it was published in 
1877. Smith traces the story of the Babylonian empire from mythical times 
(‘before the deluge’) to its conquest by Persia in the sixth century BCE. 
Several other books by Smith are also reissued in this series.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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