
British and Irish History, 
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

The books in this series focus on the British Isles in the early modern period, 
as interpreted by eighteenth- and nineteenth-century historians, and show 
the shift to ‘scientific’ historiography. Several of them are devoted exclusively 
to the history of Ireland, while others cover topics including economic history, 
foreign and colonial policy, agriculture and the industrial revolution. There 
are also works in political thought and social theory, which address subjects 
such as human rights, the role of women, and criminal justice.

The Diary of John Evelyn
The Stuart writer and gardener John Evelyn (1620–1706), whose two-volume 
Sylva is also reissued in this series, kept a diary from the age of eleven, and in
the 1680s began to compile this memoir from his records. It was first published 
in 1818 in an edition by the antiquarian William Bray; this three-volume version 
of 1906 was edited by Austin Dobson (1840–1921), the author and poet who 
also wrote the volume on Henry Fielding in the ‘English Men of Letters’ series, 
among many other literary biographies. In an extensive preface, Dobson explains 
his reasons for revisiting a work which had already received much editorial 
attention, and his introduction gives a short biography of its author. Volume 1 
begins with Evelyn’s own memoir of his early life: regular entries commence 
in 1637, when he was a student at Oxford, and end in France in 1646.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108078832

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2015

This edition first published 1906
This digitally printed version 2015

isbn  978-1-108-07883-2  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of oversize plates 
which it has not been possible to reproduce to scale in this edition. 

They can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108078832
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