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PREFACE

IT is the object of the following pages to de-
scribe the various functions and proceedings of
Parliament in a form adapted, as well to purposes
of reference, as to a methodical treatment of the
subject. The well-known work of Mr. Hatsell
abounds with Parliamentary learning, and, except
where changes have arisen in the practice of later
years, is deservedly regarded as an authority upon
all the matters of which it treats. Other works
have also appeared, upon particular branches of
Parliamentary practice ; or with an incidental
rather than direct bearing upon all of them: but
no general view of the proceedings of both houses
of Parliament, at the present time, has yet been
published; and it is in the hope of supplying some
part of this acknowledged deficiency, that the pre-
sent Treatise has been written.

A theme so extensive has only been confined

within the limits of a single volume, by excluding

A3
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vi PREFACE.

or rapidly passing over such points of constitu-
tional law and history as are not essential to the
explanation of proceedings in Parliament; and by
preferring brief statements of the general result
of precedents to a lengthened enumeration of the
precedents themselves. Copious references are
given, throughout the work, to the Journals of
both houses, and to other original sources of infor-
mation : but quotations have been restricted to
resolutions and standing orders, to pointed autho-
rities, and to precedents which serve to eluci-
date any principle or rule of practice better than
a more general statement in the text.

The arrangement of the work has been designed
with a view to advance from the more general to
the particular and distinct proceedings of Parlia-
ment, to avoid repetition, and to prevent any
confusion of separate classes of i)roceedings: and
each subject has been treated, by itself, so as to
present, first, the rules or principles; secondly,
the authorities, if any be applicable; and, thirdly,
the particular precedents in illustration of the
practice.

As the last edition of Mr. Hatsell's work was
published in 1818, the precedents of proceedings

in the House of Commons have generally been
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PREFACE. yil

selected from the Journals of the last five and
twenty years, except where those of an earlier
date were obviously more appropriate. But as
the precedents of the House of Lords had not
been collected in any previous work, no limitation
has been observed in their selection.

It only remains to acknowledge the kind assist-
ance which has been rendered by many gentlemen,
who have communicated their knowledge of the
practice of Parliament, in their several official
departments, with the utmost courtesy: while
the Author is under peculiar obligations to
Mr. Speaker, with whose encouragement the work
was undertaken, and by whose valuable sugges-

tions it has been incalculably improved.

House of Commons,
May 2d, 1844.

A4
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