
British and Irish History, Nineteenth Century
This series comprises contemporary or near-contemporary accounts of the 
political, economic and social history of the British Isles during the 
nineteenth century. It includes material on international diplomacy and 
trade, labour relations and the women’s movement, developments in 
education and social welfare, religious emancipation, the justice system, 
and special events including the Great Exhibition of 1851.

A Dictionary, Practical, Theoretical and 
Historical, of Commerce and Commercial Navigation

A friend, correspondent and intellectual successor to David Ricardo, 
John Ramsay McCulloch (1789–1864) forged his reputation in the emerging  
field of political economy by publishing deeply researched articles in Scottish 
periodicals and the Encyclopaedia Britannica. From 1828 he spent nearly a
decade as professor of political economy in the newly founded University 
of London, thereafter becoming comptroller of the Stationery Office. 
Perhaps the first professional economist, McCulloch had become 
internationally renowned by the middle of the century, recognised for 
sharing his ideas through lucid lecturing and writing. The present reference 
work, first published in 1832 and later revised, expanded and updated 
multiple times, made McCulloch considerable sums of money. His critical 
and analytical treatment of the data he had largely compiled himself made 
this much more than a mere book of facts. Several other works written or 
edited by McCulloch are also reissued in the Cambridge Library Collection.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still 
of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material 
they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge 
University Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice 
of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using 
state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture 
the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed 
to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the 
high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. 
The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108078719

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2015

This edition first published 1832
This digitally printed version 2015

isbn  978-1-108-07871-9  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108078719
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