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Books of enduring scholarly value

Literary Studies

This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary works, textual
editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of lasting scholarly interest. Ranging
from Old English to Shakespeare to early twentieth-century work from around the world,
these books offer a valuable resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing,
and literary studies.

The Tatler

The appearance of the first issue of The Tatler in 1709 is usually regarded as the beginning
of periodical publication in England. Its founder, Richard Steele (1672-1729), intended
‘a paper, which should observe upon the manners of the pleasurable, as well as the busy part
of mankind ... by way of a letter of intelligence, consisting of such parts as might gratify
the curiosity of persons of all conditions, and of each sex’ The ‘datelines’ of the reports,
on news, literature, and plain gossip, were from the most famous coffee houses of early
Georgian London, and the contributors included Jonathan Swift and Joseph Addison.
The magazine was published for only two years, from April 1709 to January 1711: shortly
afterwards, Steele and Addison co-founded The Spectator. This four-volume edition was
issued in 1797 by a consortium of publishers, including John Nichols. Volume 3 contains
numbers 115 to 189.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print

titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after
by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional
technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of
books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source
material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library
and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area,
Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own
Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are
processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high
quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-
demand technology ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that
orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value
(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide
range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology.
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ORIGINAL DEDICATION

TO TATLER, VOL. IIL

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
WILLIAM, LORD COWPER 3

BARON OF WINGHAM.

My Lorbp,

A rTER having long celebrated the fuperior graces
and excellencies, among men, in an imaginary
chara&ter, I do myfelf the honour to thew my

a William Cowper, efg; foon after being called to the bar,
was appointed one of king William’s council ; he fucceeded
fir Nathan Wright, as lord keeper of the great feal, O&. 11,
1705; was created baron Cowper of Wingham, Nov. 9,
1706, and appointed lord chancellor, May 4, 1707 ; which
poft he held till Sept. 14, 1710. On the acceffion of king
George he was again appointed lord chancellor, and, on re-
figning the great {cal, was created earl Cowper, and vifcount
Fordwich, March 18, 1717-18. He nobly refufed to accept
new-years-gifts from the counfellors at law, which had been
long given to his predeceflors ; and, what is ftill more to his
honour, forefaw and oppofed the deftructive meafures of the
South Sea bubble, in 1720. He died O&. 10, 1723. Itis
recorded, and ought always to be mentioned to the honour of
lord Cowper, that when he was chancellor, though in friend-
fhip with the duke of Marlborough, and of the fame political
principles, he nobly refufed, and perfifted in his refuial, to
put the broad feal of his office to a tremendous commiffion for

making his grace generaliffimo for life.
Vour. IIIL
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i ORIGINAL DEDICATION

veneration for tranfcendent merit under my own
name, in this addrefs to your lordfhip. The
juft application of thofe high accomplithments
of which you are mafter, has been an advantage
to all your fellow-fubjects ; and it is from the
common obligation you have laid upon all the
world, that I, though a private man, can pre-
tend to be affeCted with, or take the liberty
to acknowledge, your great talents and public
virtues,.

It gives a pleafing profpect to your friends,
that is to fay, to the friends of your country,
that you have paffed through the higheft offices,
at an age when others ufually do but form to
themfelves the hopes of them. They may ex-
pect to fee you in the houfe of lords as many
years as you were afcending to it. It is our com-
mon good, that your admirable eloquence can
now no longer be employed, but in the expref-
fion of your own fentiments and judgment. The

As lord Cowper was a man of principle, and of the party
which Swift abandoned and abufed, his lordfhip is grofsly mi-
reprefented in the pamphlets of that licentious writer, efpe-
cially in the Examiner, and what he calls his Hiftory of the
Four laft Years of Q. Anne, compiled from no better mate-
rials than the lies of the day, which were coined, and delivered
out to him for the purpofe of writing libels and party papers.
For the proof of this, the reader is referred to the Mifcel-
laneous Works of the Earl of Chefterfield, 1777, vol. ii.
p- 498, 4to. 2 vols. Earl Cowper’s public charater is well
known. He was the patron and friend of Mr. John Hughes,
whom, when chancellor, he appointed his fecretary for the
commiffions of the peace, without any previous folicitation,
On his refignation of the great feal, he recommended him to
bis fucceflor, lord C. Parker. The curious may fee vouchers
of his tafte and private virtues, in Hughes’s Correfpondence,
paffimy 3 vols. cr. 8vo. 1772,
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TO THE THIRD VOLUME. 1it

{kilful pleader is now for ever changed into the
juft judge ; which latter character your lordfhip
exerts with fo prevailing an impartiality, that
you win the approbation even of thofe who diffent
from you, and you always obtain favour, becaufe
you are never moved by it.

This gives you a certain dignity peculiar to
your prefent fituation, and makes the equity;
even of a lord high chancellor, appear but a de-
gree towards the magnanimity of a peer of Great
Britain.

Forgive me, my lord, when I cannot conceal
from you, that I fhall never hereafter behold you,
but I thall behold you, as lately, defending the
brave and the unfortunate b.

When we attend to your lordfhip engaged in
a difcourfe, we cannot but reflect upon the many
requifites which the vain-glorious fpeakers of
antiquity have demanded in a man who is to excel
in oratory ; I fay, my lord, when we reflect upon
the precepts by viewing the example, though
there is no excellence propofed by thofe rhetori-
cians wanting, the whole art feems to be refolved
into that one motive of {peaking, fincerity in
the intention. The graceful manner, the apt
gefture, and the afflumed concern, are impotent
helps to perfuafion, in comparifon of the honeft
countenance of him who utters what he really
means. From whence it is, that all the beauties
which others attain with labour, are in your
lordthip but the natural effects of the heart that
dictates.

*» The duke of Marlborough,
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iv ORIGINAL DEDICATION, &c.

It is this noble fimplicity, which makes you
furpafs mankind in the faculties wherein man-
kind are diftinguithed from other creatures, rea-
fon and fpeech.

If thefe gifts were communicated to all men
in proportion to the truth and ardour of their
hearts, I fhould fpeak of you with the fame force
as you exprefs yourfelf on any other fubject.
But I refift my prefent impulfe, as agreeable as
it is to me ; though indeed, had I any preten-
fions to a fame of this kind, Ifhould, above all
other themes, attempt a panegyric upon my lord
Cowper: for the only fure way to a reputation
for eloquence, in an age wherein that perfect
orator lives, is to choofe an argument, upon

which he himfelf muft of neceflity be filent.
I am, my lord,
Your lordfhip’s moft devoted,

moft obedient, and moft humble fervant,

RicHARD STEELE ©.

< ¢ When Steele’s patent, as governor of the theatre-royal,
pafled the great feal, lord chancellor Cowper, in compliment
to fir Richard, would receive no fee.” Life of C. Cibber,
vol. ii. p, 47, edit. 1756, 2 vols. 12mo.
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