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TATLER.

N° 115. Tuefday, January 3, 1709-10.
STEELE AND ADDISON 3,

Novum intervenit vitium et calamitas,

Ut neque [pelari, neque cognofci potuerit :

Ita populus fludio flupidus in funambulo

Animum occupdrat. TER. Prol. de Hecyra,

A tumult fo uncommon interven’d,

As neither could be feen, nor underftood ;

So taken were the people, fo engag’d

With a rope-dancer ! CoLman,

Sheer-lane, Fanuary 2.

I wenT on Friday laft to the opera, and was
furprifed to find a thin houfe at fo noble an en-
tertainment, until I heard that the tumbler * was

3 N° 115 is not among the papers of Addifon republifhed
by Mr. Tickell; nor is it attributed to Addifon by Mr.
Byron ; neverthelefs, it is highly probable that Addifon was
the author of the whole, or at leaft of a part of it. It isafcribed
to Addifon. 1. On the ftrength of the flight alteration di-
rected to be made in it, at the clofe of N° 117. 2dly, Be-
caufe what relates to the knight of the Peak, is much in Ad-
difon’s manner, and apparently of the nature and in the num-
ber of the pleafantries and oblique ftrokes which would never
have come into daylight without fhelter ; the real author was
therefore concealed by Steele, both from the public and from
Mr. Tickell. See alfo N° 117, ad finem.

* See N° 108, written by Addifon; parag. 2.

Vo lIL, B
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2 THE TATLER. N° 113,

not to make his appearance that night.  For my
own part, I was tully fatisfied with the fight of
an actor, who, by the grace and propriety of his
action and gefture, does honour to an human
figure, as much as the other vilifies and degrades
it. Every one will eafily imagine I mean fignior
Nicolini ¢, who fets oft the character he bears
in an opera by his action, as much as he does
the words of 1t by his voice. Every limb, and
every finger, contributes to the part he acts, in-
fomuch that a deaf man might go along with
him in the fenfe of it. There is {carce a beau-
tiful pofture in an old ftatue which he does not

lant himfelf in, as the different circumftances
of the ftory give occafion for it. He performs
the moft ordinary action in a manner fuitable to
the greatnefs of his character, and fhews the
prince even in the giving of a letter, or dif-
patching of a meflage. Our beft altors are
{fomewhat at a lofs to fupport themfelves with
proper gefture, as they move from any confider-
able diftance to the front of the ftage; but I
have feen the perfon of whom I am now f{peaking
enter alone at the remoteft part of it, and advance
from it, with fuch greatnefs of air, and mien,
as feemed to fill the ftage, and at the fame time
commanded the attention of the audience with

¢ Nicholini Grimaldi, called fignior Nicolini de Napoli,
came into England in 1708, and made his firft appearance in
the opera of Camilla. He was dignified with the title of
cavaliero di San Marco, not more for his finging, than his
perfonal merit. M. Galliard affirms, as Steele, or whoever
was the author of this paper does here, that he was both a
fine adtor, and a good finger. He is commended in like
manner in both capacities, Spectator, N° 403.
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N° 113, THE TATLER. 3

the majefty of his appearance. But, notwith-
ftanding the dignity and elegance of this enter-
tainment, I find for fome nights paft, that Pun-
chinello has robbed this gentleman of the greater
part of his female fpectators. The truth of it
is, I find it fo very hard a tafk to keep that
fex under any manner of government, that I
have often refolved to give them over entirely,
and leave them to their own inventions. I was
in hopes that I had brought them to fome order,
and was employing my thoughts on the reforma-
tion of their petticoats, when on a fudden I re-
ceived information from all parts, that they run
gadding after a puppet-thew. I know very well,
that what I here fay will be thought by fome
malicious perfons to flow from envy to Mr.
Powell ; for which reafon I thall fet the late dif-
pute between us in a true light 4. Mr. Powell
and I had fome difference about four months
ago, which we managed by way of letter, as
learned men ought to do; and I was very well
contented to bear {uch farcafms as he was pleafed
to throw upon me, and anfiered them with the
fame freedom. In the midft of this our mif-
underftanding and correfpondence, I happencd
to give the world an account of the order of
efquires ; upon which Mr. Powell was fo dif-
ingenuous, as to make one of his puppets, I
with I knew which of them it was, declare, by
way of prologue, that one Ifaac Bickerftaff, a
pretended efquire, had written a {currilous piece,
to the dithonour of that rank of men; and then,

d See N° 44, N° 45, and notes,
B2
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4 THE TATLER. N° 115,

with more art than honefty, concluded, that all
the efquires in the pit were abufed by his anta-
gonift as much as he was. This public accu-
fation made all the efquires of that county, and
feveral of other parts, my profefled enemies.
I do not in the leaft queftion but that he will
proceed in his hoftilities ; and I am informed that
part of his defign in coming to town, was to
carry the war mto my own quarters. I do,
therefore, {olemnly declare, notwithftanding that
Iam a great lover of art and ingenuity, that if
I hear he opens any of his people’s mouths
againft me, I fhall not fail to write a critique
upon his whole performance; for I muft con-
fefs, that I have naturally fo ftrong a defire of
praife, that I cannot bear reproach, though from
a plece of timber. As for Punch, who takes
all opportunities of befpattering me, I know
very well his original, and have been aflured by
the joiner who put him together, that he was
in long difpute with himfelf, whether he thould
turn him into {everal pegs and utenfils, or make
him the man he is. The fame perfon confeffed
to me, that he had once actually laid afide his
head for a nutcracker.  As for his {colding wife,
however the may value herfelf at prefent, it is
very well known, that fhe is but a piece of crab-
tree. This artificer further whifpered in my
ear, that all his courtiers and nobles were taken
out of a quick-fet hedge not far from Ilington ;
and that do¢tor Fauftus himfelf, who is now fo
great a conjurer, is fuppofed to have learned his
whole art from an old woman in that neighbour-
hood, whom he long ferved in the figure of a
broom-ftatl.
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N°* 115. THE TATLER. 5

But, perhaps, it may look trivial to infift fo
much upon mens’ perfons ; I fhall, therefore,
turn my thoughts rather to examine their be-
haviour, and confider, whether the feveral parts
are written up to that character, which Mr.
Powell piques himfelf upon, of an able and
judicious dramatift. I have for this purpofe
provided myfclf with the works of above twenty
French critics, and fhall examine, by the rules
which they have laid down upon the art of the
ftage, whether the unity of time, place, and
action, be rightly obferved in any one of this
celebrated author’s productions; as alfo, whether
in the parts of his feveral actors, and that of
Punch 1n particular, there is not fometimes an
impropriety of fentiments, and an impurity of
diction.

White’s Chocolate-houfe, Fanuary 2.

I caME in here to-day at an hour when only
the dead appear in places of refort and gallantry,
and faw hung up the efcutcheon of fir Hanni-
bal ¢, a gentleman who ufed to frequent this
place, and was taken up, and interred, by the
company of upholders, as having been feen
here at an unlicenfed hour. The coat of the
deceafed is, three bowls and a jack in a green
field ; the creft, a dice-box, with the king of

¢ Sir James Baker, commonly called the knight of the
Peak, as this writer has been credibly informed, was the per-
fon fuppofed to be here alluded to, under the fictitious name
of fir Hannibal. He is mentioned under his own name,
N° 118, in the poftfcript of John Partridge’s letter from the
banks of Styx.
B3
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6 THE TATLER. Ne 113,

clubs and pam for fupporters. Some days ago
the body was carried out of town with great
pomp and ceremony, in order to be buried with
his anceftors at the Peak. It is a maxim in mo-
rality, that we are to {peak nothing but truth of
the living, nothing but good of the dead. As
I have carefully obferved the firft during his life«
time, I fhall acquit myfelf as to the latter now
he is deceafed.

He was knighted very young, not in the
ordinary form, but by the common confent of
mankind.

He was in his perfon between round and
{quare ; in the motion and gefture of his body
he was unaffe¢ted and free, as not having too
great a refpe¢t for fuperiors. He was 1n his
difcourfe bold and intrepid ; and, as every one
has an excellence as well as a failing, which
diftinguithes him from other men, eloquence
was his predominant quality, which he had to
fo great perfection, that it was eafier to him to
fpeak, than to hold his tongue. This fome-
times expofed him to the derifion of men who
had much lefs parts than himfelf: and indeed
his great volubility, and inimitable f manner of
{peaking 8, as well as the great courage he thewed
on thofe occafions, did fometimes betray him
into that figure of {peech which is commonly
diftinguithed by the name of gafconade. To
mention no other, he profeflfed in this very
place, fome days before he died, that he would

N‘ Folio, ineftimable altered to inimitable, by direction in
°117.
8 See N° 36, and N* 73
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N° 115 THE TATLER. 7

be one of the fix that would undertake to affault
me ; for which reafon I have had his figure
upon my wall until the hour of his death *:
and am refolved for the future to bury every
one forthwith who I hear has an intention to
kill me.

Since I am upon the fubject of my adver-
faries, I fhall here publith a fhort letter, which
I have received from a well-wifher, and is as
follows.

¢ SAGE SiR,

* You cannot but know, there are many
fcribblers, and others, who revile you, and your
writings . It is wondered that you do not exert
yourfelf, and crufh them at once.

I am, Sir, with great refpect,

Your moft humble admirer and difciple.’

In anfwer to this, I fhall ac&t like my prede-
ceflor Afop, and give him a fable inftead of a
reply.

It happened one day, as a ftout and honeft
matftiff, that guarded the village where he lived

b See N° g3, and N° 105.

i Steele by being the oftenfible editor, and fometimes the
author of the publications in the Tatler againft the fharpers,
to ufe his own words, ¢ brought a war upon himfelf,” in the
courfe of which, he was not only reviled, but threatened
with perfonal affaults, and affaffination. A proof of this is
related on the refpe&table authority of the late admiral Forbes,
and feems to be alluded to in the preceding part of this very
paper. The curious may fee the particulars, in the account
given of lord Forbes in a note on Tat. N° 271. See alfo

teele’s Apology, &c. 4to. é 714, p. 84.
4
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8 THE TATLER. N° 116.

agaioft thieves and robbers, was very gravely
walking, with one of his puppies by his fide,
all the little dogs in the ftreet gathered about
him, and barked at him. The little puppy was
o offended at this affront done to his fire, that
he afked him why he would not fall upon them,
and tear them to pieces? To which the fire
anfwered with great compofure of mind, ¢ If
there were no curs, I fhould be no maftiff.’

N° 116. Thurfday, January 5, 1709-10.
ADDISON X,

Pars minima ¢ft ipfa puella fui. Ovibp,
"The young lady is the leaft part of herfelf.

Sheer-lane, fanuary 4.

Tue court being prepared for proceeding on
the caufe of the petticoat, I gave orders to bring
in a criminal, who was taken up as fhe went
out of the puppet-thew about three nights ago,
and was now ftanding in the ftreet, with a great
concourfe of people about her. Word was
brought me, that fhe had endeavoured twice or
thrice to come in, but could not do it by reafon
of her petticoat, which was too large for the
entrance of my houfe, though I had ordered

k This paper, N° 116, is afcribed to Addifon on the au-
thority of the MS. notes of Chriftopher Byron, efq. com-
municated by J—n H——y, of M. See N° 74, note. It is
likewife re-printed as Addifon’s, doubtlefs on the authority of
the lift delivered by Steele to Mr. Tickell.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108078283
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07828-3 - The Tatler: Volume 3
Richard Steele

Excerpt

More information

Ne 116. THE TATLER. 9

both the folding doors to be thrown open for its
reception.  Upon this, I defired the jury of ma-
trons, who flood at my right-hand, to inform
themfelves of her condition, and know whether
there were any private reafons why fhe might
not make her appearance feparate from her petti-
coat. This was managed with great difcretion,
and had fuch an effe®, that upon the return of
the verdi¢t from the bench of matrons, I iffued
out an order forthwith, that the criminal fhould
be ftripped of her incumbrances, until the be-
came little enough to enter my houfe. I had
before given directions for an engine of feveral
legs, that could contract or open itfelf like the
top of an umbrella, in order to place the petti-
coat upon it, by which means I might take a
leifurely furvey of it, as it fhould appear in its
proper dimenfions. This was all done accord-
ingly ; and forthwith, upon the clofing of the
engine, the petticoat was brought into court. I
then directed the machine to be fet upon the
table, and dilated in {uch a manner as to thew
the garment in its utmoft circumference ; but
my great hall was too narrow for the experi-
ment: for, before it was half unfolded, it de-
{cribed fo immoderate a circle, that the lower
part of it bruthed upon my face as I fat in my
chair of judicature. I then inquired for the
perfon that belonged to the petticoat ; and to my
great furprife was directed to a very beautiful
young damfel, with fo pretty a face and fhape,
that I bid her come out of the crowd, and feated
her upon a little crock at my left hand. ¢ My
pretty maid,” faid I, ¢ do you own yourfelf to
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10 THE TATLER. N° 116,

have been the inhabitant of the garment before
us 2> The girl, I found, had good fenfe, and
told me with a fmile, that, notwithftanding it
was her own petticoat, fhe fhould be very glad
to fee an example made of it ; and that fthe wore
it for no other reafon, but that the had a mind
to look as big and burly as other perfons of her
quality ; that fhe had kept out of it as long as
the could, and until fhe began to appear little in
the eyes of her acquaintance ; that if fhe laid
it afide, people would think fhe was not made
like other women. I always gave great allow-
ances to the fair fex upon account of the fathion,
and, therefore, was not difpleafed with the de-
fence of my pretty criminal. I then ordered
the veft which ftood before us to be drawn up
by a pully to the top of my great hall, and after-
wards to be fpread open by the engine it was
placed upon, in fuch a manner, that it formed
a very {plendid and ample canopy over our heads,
and covered the whole court of judicature with
a kind of filken rotunda, in its form not unlike
the cupola of Saint Paul’s. I entered upon the
whole caufe with great fatisfaction as I fat under
the thadow of it.

The counfel for the petticoat were now called
in, and ordered to produce what they had to fay
againft the popular cry which was raifed againit
it. They anfwered the objections with great
ftrength and folidity of argument, and expa-
tiatec% in very florid harangues, which they did
not fail to fet off and furbelow, if I may be
allowed the metaphor, with many periodical
{entences and turns of oratory. The chief argu
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