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Ne 1. Saturday, Auguft 6, 1709.
STEELE =,

Quicquid agunt homines
noftri eft farrago Libelli.
Juv. Sat. i. 83, 86.
¢ Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
Our medley paper feizes for it’s theme.’ P.

White’s Chocolate-houje, Auguft s.

Continuation of the Hiftoriette of Robert Fielding, Efg. urider
the fiGtitious Name of Orlando the Fair .

ForTuNE being now propitious to the gay
Orlando, he drefled, he fpoke, he moved as a
man might be fuppofed to do in a nation of
pygmies, and had an equal value for our appro-
bation or diflike. It is ufual for thofe who pro-
fefs a contempt for the world, to fly from it and
live in obfcurity ; but Orlando, with a greater
magnanimity, contemned it, and appeared in it,
to tell them fo. If therefore, his exalted mien
met with an unwelcome reception, he was fure

2 Addifon was moft probably concerned in this, and the
three following papers, N° 52, N° 53, and N° 54, See in
N° 63, and notes, grounds of this opinion.

® See N° 50, and notes on Beau Fielding, &c.

Vou. II, B
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2 THE TATLER. Ne g1,

always to double the caufe which gave the dif-
tafte ©.  You fee our beauties affect a negligence
in the ornament of their hair, and adjufting their
head-drefles, as confcious that they adorn what-
ever they wear. Orlando had not only this hu-
motr in common with other beauties, but alfo
had a neglect whether things became him or
not, in a world he contemned. For this reafon,
a noble particularity appeared in alt his ceconomy,
furniture, and equipage. And, to convince the
prefent little race how unequal all their meafures
were to an antediluvian as he called himfelf, in
refpe@ of the infects which now appear for
men, he fometimes rode in an open tumbrel, of
lefs fize than ordinary, to thow the largenefs of
his limbs and the grandeur of his perfonage to
the greater advantage . At other feafons, all
his appointments had a magnificence, as if it
were formed by the genius of Trimalchio of old,
which fhewed itfelf in doing ordinary things,
with an air of pomp and grandeur. Orlando
therefore called for tea by beat of drum; his
valet got ready to fhave him by a trumpet to
horfe ; and water was brought for his teeth,
when the found was changed to boots and faddle.

In all thefe glorious excefles from the com-
mon practice, did the happy Orlando live and

reign in an uninterrupted tranquillity, until an

¢ See N. B. at the clofe of this N° p. 10.

¢ Tielding’s drefs was always extraordinary, and the live-
ries of his footmen were equally fantaftical ; they generally
wore yellow coats, with black feathers in their hats, and
black fathes. Memoirs of Gameflters, by Theoph. Lucas,
gent. 12mo, 1714, p. 208,
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Nes1. THE TATLER. 3

unlucky accident brought to his remembrance,

that one evening he was married before he courted

the nuptials of Villaria ®. Several fatal memo-
randums were produced to revive the memory
of this accident ; and the unhappy lover was for
ever banifhed her prefence, to whom he owed
the fupport of his juft renown and gallantry.
But diftrefs does not debafe noble minds ; it only
changes the fcene, and gives them new glory
by that alteration f. Orlando therefore now raves
in a garret, and calls to his neighbour-fkies to
pity his dolours, and to find redrefs for an un-
happy lover. All high fpirits, in any great
agitation of mind, are inclined to relieve them-

¢ Villaria means Barbara Villiers, the daughter and heirefs
of William Villiers, lord vifcount Grandifon in the kingdom
of Ireland, who died of the wounds he received at the battle
of Edgehill, in 1642. Her portrait, in the figure of Pallas,
may be feen in the gallery of beauties at Windfor. She was
born in or about the year 1642. The duchefs had a conftant
income of 100l. a week, paid her out of the Poft-office, and
a houfe at Chifwick, where, in about two years after her
divorce from Fielding, fhe became dropfical, fwclled to a
monftrous fize, and died O&. 9, 1709, aged 69. Annals of
Queen Anne, year 81, 1710, p. 387, ¢t feq.

f The author of memoirs of Fielding, in the Sele& Trials,
admits, that for all the ludicrous air and pleafantry of this
narrative, the truth of faéts and charalters is in gencral faiily
reprefented ; but denies his being reduced to vent his dolours
in a garret. The imprifonment, however, mentioned by
that memorialift, feems to juftify this circumftance of the
relation. It appears from Fielding’s laft will, dated April
21, 1712, that he was perfetly reconciled to Mary Wadl-
worth, for he ftyles her there ¢ his dear and loving wite ;’
and, after leaving legacies among his friends to the amount
of 13001 conftitutes her his whole and fole executrix. In
cohabitation with her, and under her care, he died of a fever,
at their houfe in Scotland-yard, aged 61. Sele¢t Trials,
vol. v. paffim. Memoirs ofBGameﬁers, p. 216.

2
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4 THE TATLER. N° 5.

felves by poetry: the renowned porter of & Oliver
had not more volumes around his cell in his
college of Bedlam, than Orlando in his prefent
apartment. And, though inferting poetry in the
midft of profe be thought a licence among cor-
rect writers not to be indulged, it is hoped the
neceflity of doing it, to give a juft idea of the
hero of whom we treat, will plead for the liberty
we fhall hereafter take, to print Orlando’s {oli-
loquies in verfe and profe, after the manner of
great wits, and {uch as thofe to whom they are
nearly allied.

Wills Coffee-houfe, Auguft s.

A coop company of us were this day to {ce,
or rather to hear, an artful perfon do feveral
feats of activity with his throat and windpipe.
The firft thing wherewith he prefented us, was
a ring of bells, which he imitated in a moft
miraculous manner ; after that, he gave us all
the different notes of a pack of hounds, to our

& Cromwell’s porter is faid to have been the original from
which Caius Gabriel, father of Colley Cibber, copied one of
the Junatic figures on Bedlam gate, which are, fays his fon,
no ill monuments of his fame as an artift. That this man
was remarkably tall is very probable from the figure of a
large O on the back of the terrace at Windfor, reported to
have been the ftandard of his height, and from the print of
him in the London Cries, 1711, in folio. Be this as it may,
his chriftian name was Daniel ; he was many years in Bedlam,
and when his cure was defpaired of, he was allowed the ufe
of his library, in which the moft confpicuous book was a
large bible, given to him by Nell Gwynn. He is faid to
have turned his brain by plodding in books of myftical
divinity, and to have had much of the cant which prevailed
at that time.
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N° g1, THE TATLER. S

great delight and aftonithment. The company
exprefled their applaufe with much noife ; and
never was heard fuch a harmony of men and
dogs ": but a certain plump merry fellow, from
an angle of the room, fell a crowing like a cock
fo ingenioufly, that he won our hearts from the
other operator in an inftant. As foon as I faw
him, I recolleéted I had feen him on the ﬁage
and immediately knew it to be Tom Mirrour *,

the comical ator. He immediately addrefled
himfelf to me, and told me, he was furprifed
to fee a virtuofo take fatisfaction in any repre-
fentations below that of human life; and afked
me, whether I thought this acting bells and dogs
was to be confidered under the notion of wit,
humour, or fatire? ¢ Were it not better,” con-
tinued he, ¢ to have fome particular picture of
man laid before your eyes, that might incite
your laughter ?* He had no {ooner fpoke the
word, but he immediately quitted his natural
fhape, and talked to me in a very different air
and tone from what he had ufed before: upon
which, all that fat near us laughed; but I faw
no diftortion in his countenance, or any thing
that appeared to me difagrecable. Iafked Pacolet,
what meant that fudden whifper about us? for
I could not take the jeft. He anfwered, ¢ The
gentleman you were talking to affumed your air

b A Mr. Clench of Barnet, who diverted the town with
fuch feats as are here mentioned, imitating a drunken man,
an old woman, dogs quarreling, &c.

I Mr. Richard Eftcourt, a comedian celebrated for his
great mimic powers, and convivial talents, See Spect. N° 358,
and N° 467.

B3
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6 THE TATLER. N° 51,

and countenance fo exactly, that all fell a-laugh-
ing to fee how little you knew yourfelf, and how
much you were enamoured with your own image.
But that perfon,” continued my monitor, ¢ if
men would make the right ufe of him, might
be as inftrumental to their reforming errors in
gefture, language, and fpeech, as a dancing-
mafter, linguift, or orator. You fee he laid
yourfelf before you with fo much addrefs, that
iou faw nothing particular in his behaviour :

e has fo happy a knack of reprefenting errors
and imperfections, that you can bear your faults
in him as well as in yourfelf: he is the firft
mimic that ever gave the beauties, as well as the
deformities, of the man he acted. What Mr.
Dryden faid of a very great man, may be well
applied to him :

¢ He feems to be
Not one, but all mankind’s epitome.’

You are to know, that this pantomime may
be faid to be a fpecies of himfelf: he has no
commerce with the reft of mankind, but as they
are the objects of imitation; like the Indian
fowl, called the Mock-bird, who has no note
of his own, but hits every found in the wood
as foon as he hears it ; fo that Mirrour is at once
a copy and an original. Poor Mirrour’s fate, as
well as talent, is like that of the bird we juft
now fpoke of ; the nightingale, the linnet, the
lark, are delighted with his company ; but the
buzzard, the crow, and the owl, are obferved
to be his mortal enemies. Whenever Sophronius
meets Mirrour, he receives him with civility
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N° st THE TATLER, 7

and refpect, and well knows a good copy of
himfelf can be no injury to him ; but Bathillus
fhuns the ftreet where he expects to meet him ;
for he, that knows his every ftep and look is
conftrained and affected, muft be afraid to be
rivalled in his action, and of having it difcovered
to be unnatural, by its being practifed by another
as well as himfelf.

From my own Apartment, Auguft .

LeTTERS from Coventry and other places have
been fent to me, in anfwer to what I have faid
in relation to my antagonift Mr. Powell ; and
advife me with warm language, to keep to {fub-
jects more proper for me than fuch high points .
But the writers of thefe epiftles miftake the ufe
and fervice I propofed to the learned world by
fuch obfervations : for you are to underftand,
that the title of this paper ! gives me a right in
taking to myfelf, and inferting in it, all fuch
parts of any book or letter which are foreign to
the purpofe intended or profefled by the writer:
fo that fuppofe two great divines fhould argue,
and treat each other with warmth and levity un-
becoming their fubject or character, all that they
fay unfit for that place is very proper to be in-
ferted here. Therefore from time to time, in
all writings which fhall hereafter be publifhed,
you fhall have from me extracts of all that fhall

Nk See Examiner, Vol. i. N° 12, ad finem; and Vel. iv.
° 40.

! See Dedication to Tat. Vol.i. Tat.N°3, N° 5, N°g,
N° 64 ;5 letter figned Joftah Couplet ; and N° 271,
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8 THE TATLER. N° 51

appear not to the purpofe; and for the benefit
ot the gentle reader, I will thew what to turn
over unread, and what to perufe ™. For this
end I have a mathcmatical fieve preparing, in
which I will fift every page and paragraph ; and
all that falls through I thall make bold with for
my own ufc. The fame thing will be as bene-
ficial in fpeech ; for all fuperfluous expreflions
in talk fall to me alfo: as when a pleader at
the bar defigns to be extremely impertinent and
troublefome, and cries, ¢ Under favour of the
court with fubmiffion my lord I humbly
offer’—~-—and, ¢ I think I have well confidered
this matter ; for I would be very far from trifling
with your lordfhip’s time, or trefpaffing upon
your patience—however, thus I will venture to
fay >and {o forth. Or elfe, when a fuffi-
cient felf-conceited coxcomb is bringing out
fomething in his own praife and begins, ¢ With-
out vanity, I muft take this upon me to affert.’
There is alfo a trick which the fair fex have,
that will greatly contribute to fwell my volumes :
as, when a woman is going to abufe her beft
friend, ¢ Pray,’ faysthe, ¢ have you heard what
is faid of Mrs. Such-a-one? I am heartily forry
to hear any thing of that kind of one I have fo

reat a value for ; but they make no fcruple of
telling it; and it was not {poken of to me as a
fecret, for now all the town rings of it.” All
fuch flowers in rhetoric, and little refuges for
malice, are to be noted, and naturally belong
only to Tatlers. By this method you will im-

m See Welfted’s Works, 8vo. 1788, p. 428; and Spe&.
N° 124,
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N° g1 THE TATLER. 9

mediately find folios contract themfelves into
octavos, and the labour of a fortnight got over

in half a day.

¢ This is to give notice, that if any able-
bodied Palatine will enter into the bonds of ma-
trimony with Betty Pepin, the faid Palatine {hall
be fettled in a freehold of forty fhillings per
anzum in the county of Middlefex ».

» See N° 24 ; and Pylades and Corinna, vol. i. p. 67. 8vo.
1733. This Betty Pepin was the kept miftrefs of a baronet,
who at the time here referred to refided near Brentford, and
was often concerned in contefted eleions.

N. B. At a performance of The Scornful Lady, for the
benefit of Mrs. Oldfield, Fielding preffing forward to fhew
himfelf, trod on Mr. Fulwood, a barrifter in Gray’s-inn,
and in anfwer to the charge of rudenefs, clapt his hand on
his fword, Fulwood inftantly drew, and wounded Fielding
in the belly ; this irafcible lawyer was the fame night killed
in a duel by capt. Cufack, whom he challenged at the theatre
in Lincoln’s-inn-fields. It is faid Fielding wanted courage,
that he ran a link-boy through the body, and that he was
caned and wounded by a Mr, Price. See N° 51, p. 2. Re-
ference to this N. B.
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10 THE TATLER. N* g2.

N° 2. Tuefday, Auguft 9, 1709.
STEELE AND ADDISON-,

Qui.quid agunt homines
noftri eff farrago libelli.
Juv. Sat. 1. 83, 86.

¢ Whate’er men do, or fay, or think, or dream,
Our medley paper feizes for its theme.”

DELAMIRA RESIGNS HER FAN.

Loxc had the crowd of the gay and young
ftood in fufpenfe, as to their fate in their paflion
to the beauteous Delamira ; but all their hopes
are lately vanithed, by the declaration that fhe
has made of her choice, to take the happy
Archibald ? for her companion for life. Upon
her making this known, the expence of {weet
powder and jeflamine are confiderably abated ;
and the mercers and milliners complain of her
want of public {pirit, in not concealing longer
a fecret which was {o much the benefit of trade.
But fo it has happened ; and no one was in con-
fidence with her in carrying on this treaty, but

° This paper is afcribed to Steele, but moft probably Addi-
fon was really the author of it. See in N° 36, N° 51,
N° 63, and notes, the probability of this conjetture.

P The honourable lord Archibald Hamilton, of Mother-
well, fon to William third duke of Hamilton, was probably
the happy Archibald here meant. He was member of par-
liament for Lanerkfhire, afterwards governor of Jamaica,
and about this time married lady Jane Hamilton, youngeft
daughter of James earl of Abercorn. It feems to follow,
that lady Jane Hamilton, who died at Paris in 1752, was the
Delamira here celebrated.
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