
Archaeology
The discovery of material remains from the recent or the ancient past has 
always been a source of fascination, but the development of archaeology as 
an academic discipline which interpreted such finds is relatively recent. It was 
the work of Winckelmann at Pompeii in the 1760s which first revealed the 
potential of systematic excavation to scholars and the wider public. Pioneering 
figures of the nineteenth century such as Schliemann, Layard and Petrie 
transformed archaeology from a search for ancient artifacts, by means as crude 
as using gunpowder to break into a tomb, to a science which drew from a wide 
range of disciplines - ancient languages and literature, geology, chemistry, 
social history - to increase our understanding of human life and society in the 
remote past.

The Primeval Antiquities of Denmark
The antiquarian William J. Thoms (1803–85) is probably best remembered 
today for founding the journal Notes and Queries and for having coined 
the term ‘folklore’. He undertook the translation of this work by the Danish 
archaeologist Jens Worsaae (1821–85) because he felt (as Worsaae says himself) 
that ‘the primeval national antiquities of the British islands have never hitherto 
been brought into a scientific arrangement’. Believing that this had arisen partly 
because of the difficulty of distinguishing between some of the many different 
cultures in Britain’s past, Thoms also felt that British interpretations of finds 
were too frequently beset by ‘fanciful theories’. Cultural ties between Britain 
and Denmark during the Dark Ages meant that finds in Denmark could 
illuminate British discoveries, and vice versa: Worsaae’s work could therefore 
guide future excavations in Britain. Highly influential and illustrated with 
woodcuts, this translation first appeared in 1849.

C A M B R I D G E  L I B R A R Y  C O L L E C T I O N
Books of enduring scholarly value

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07794-1 - The Primeval Antiquities of Denmark: Translated, and
Applied to the Illustration of Similar Remains in England
J.J.A. Worsaae
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108077941
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1849
This digitally printed version 2015

isbn  978-1-108-07794-1  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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