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nineteenth century. It includes material on international diplomacy and
trade, labour relations and the women’s movement, developments in
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What Is to be Done for Ireland?

The Irish scientist John Ball (1818-89), active in the study of natural history
and glaciology, held fellowships of both the Royal Society and the Linnean
Society. When the Irish Potato Famine took hold, Ball returned from
European travel and study intent on helping his countrymen. In 1846 he
became an assistant poor law commissioner, and witnessed the deepening
crisis at first hand. The first edition of this pamphlet was published in 1847.
Reissued here is the second edition of 1849, the year when Ball assumed the
more senior office of second poor law commissioner. He uses the pamphlet
to argue passionately for the urgent revision of government legislation
relating to poor relief, the public works programme, land improvement,
labour and taxation, which he felt had exacerbated matters. He also believed
the famine had been forgotten by the English and calls for them to show more
sympathy towards the Irish.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1849
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-07761-3 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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