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twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable
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Illustrations of the Literary History
of the Eighteenth Century

The subtitle of this eight-volume set is Consisting of Authentic Memoirs and
Original Letters of Eminent Persons, and Intended as a Sequel to the ‘Literary
Anecdotes’, which had been published in nine volumes by the author, editor
and publisher John Nichols (1745-1826) between 1812 and 1815, and are also
reissued in this series. Like its predecessor set, these ‘illustrations’ are a useful
source of biographical material on authors and publishers at a time when
many of the literary genres we take for granted, such as the novel, the auto-
biography and the analytical history, were first being developed. The volumes
were published between 1817 and 1858, the project being continued after
Nichols’ death by his son and grandson. Among the ‘eminent persons’
included in Volume 2 are the Shakespearian entrepreneur Lewis Theobald,
the antiquarian William Stukeley, Sir Hans Sloane, and Sir Joseph Banks.
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out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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