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An ordinary Sonc or BaLrap that is the delight of the
common people, cannot fail to pleafe all fuch readers,
as are not unqualified for the entertainment by their
affe@ation or their ignorance; and the reafon is plain,
becaufe the fame paintings of nature which recommend
it to the moft ordinary Reader, will appear beautiful to

the moft refined.
App1sox, in SpEcTaTOR No. 70,

angIende
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SONGS anp BALLADS,
e,

SERIES Ttue THIRD,
BOOK L

BALLADS ON KING ARTHUR, ¢

This Third Volume being chicfly devoted to Romantic Sub
j6s, may not be improperly introduced with a few [flight
Strictures on the old METRICAL ROMANCES » 4 fibjec? the
more aworthy attention, as fuch as bave written on the nature
and origin of Books of Chivalry, feem not to bave knowwn

Vou. I. b that
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ii ANCIENT SONGS

that the firft compofitions of this kind avere in Verfe, and
ufually fung to the Harp.

O~
THE ANCILEXT MeETrRicAL RoMaxcEs, &

The firfF atiempls at compofition among all barbarous nations
are ever found to be Peetry and Song. The praifes of their
Gods, and the atchievements of their beroes, ave ufually chanted
at their feftival meetings. Thefe are the firft rudiments of
Hiftory. 1t is in this manner that the favvages of North dme-
rica preferve 1he memory of paft events t: and the fame method
is known to have prevailed among our Sazon Anceflors *.
The ancient Britons bad their BARDS, and the Gothic nations
2heir SCALDS, whafe bufinefs it avas to record the vidorics of
their avarriors, and the genealogies of their Princes, in a kind
of popular fongs, wwbich avere committed 1o memory, and deli-
wered. down from one Reciter 1o another. So long as poctry
continued a diffiné? profefion, and avhile the Bard, or Scald
avas a regular and flated officer in the Prince’s court, thefe
men are thought 1o have performed the funtions of the biffo~
rian preity faithfully; for tho’ their narrations would be apt
to reccive @ good deal of embellifbment, they are fuppofed to
bave had at the bottom fo much of truth as to ferve for the
bafis of more regular annales At leaft fuccecding biforians
bawve taken up avith the relations of thefe vude men, and for
avant of mare authentic records, have agreed to allow them the
credit of true biffory +.

After letters began to prewail, and biflory affumed a more
flable form, by being committed to plain fimple profe; thefe
Songs of the Scalds began to be more amufing, than ufefuls And

m

1 Vid. Lafiteau Moeurs de. Sauvages, T, 2. Dr. Browne’s Hift, of
the Rife and Progrefs of Poetry.

* Barth. Antiq. Dan. Lib. 1, Cap, 10.——Vid. Tacit. de Mor,
Germ.

1 See ¢ L’ Introd. al’ Hift. de Dannemarc, par Mallet, 4to. 17550

pag. 31.
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AND BALLADS. i

in proportion, as it became their bufinefs chicfly to entertain
and delight, they gave more and more into embeilifoment, and
Jet off their recitals with fuch marvelous fiftions, as aere cal-
culated to captivate grofs and ignorant minds. Thus began
Slories of adventures awith giants and dragons, and avitches
and enchanters, and all the monfirous extravagances of avild
imagination, unguided by judgment, and uncorrefied by art *.

T HIS is the true origin of that fpecies of Romance, ahich fo
long celebrated feats of Chivalry, and awhich at firfl in meire
and afteravards in profe, awas the entertainment of our ancef-
tors, in common with their contemporaries on the continent, till
the [fatire of Cervantes, or rather the increafe of knowledge
and claffical literature, drove them off the flage, 10 make room
Jor a more refined Species of filkion, under the name of French
Romances, copied from the Greek +.

That our old Romances of Chivalry are derived in a lineal
defcent from the ancient hiflorical fongs of the ScavLvs, is in-
conteflible, becaufe there are many of them flill preferved in
the North, avhich exhibit all the fecds of Chivalry before it
became a folemn inflitution 1. ¢ CHIVALRY, as a diftini?
¢ military order, conferred in the way of invefliture, and a.-
¢ companied awith the folemnity of an oath, and other cereno-
¢ nies” avas of later date, and [prung out of the feudal con-
Sitution, as an elegant awriter bas lately fooavn ||.  But the
ideas of Chivalry prevailed long before in all the Gothic
nations, and may be dijcovered as in embrio in the cuftoms,
manners, and opinions, of every branch of that people §. Ttat
Sfondnefs of going in queff of adwentures, that fpirit of chal-
1enging to fingle combat, and that refpeliful complaifance
JShewn to the fair fex, (fo different from the manners of the
Greeks and Romans) all are of Gothic origin, and may be
traced up to the earlieffi times among all the northern na-

b ii tions.

* Vid. Infra.

4 Viz. Astrza, Cassanbra, CLELIA, &C.

T Mallet.--Int. a I' Hift. de Dannem. p. 200. L’ Edda. p. 264. &
paffim.

|| Letters concerning Chivalry. 8vo. 1763.

§ Mallet, pafiim,
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iv ANCIENT SONGS

tions *, Thefe exifted long before the feudal ages, 1ha’ they were
called forth and firengthened in a peculiar manncr under that
conflitution, and at length arrived to their full maturity i
the times of the Crufades, fo replete awith romantic adventares.

EVEN the common arbitrary fiflions of Romance were (as is
binted abowe) moft of them familiar to the ancient Scalds of
the North, long before the times of the Crufades. They believed
the exiftence of Giants and Dwarfs +, they bad fome notion
of Fairies 1, they awere flrongly pofiffed awith the belief of
fpells and inchantment ||, and awere fond of inventing combats
avith Dragons and Monfiers §.

We have a friking inflance of their turn for Chivalry and
Romance, in the bifiory of King Regner Lodbrog, a celebrated
avarrior and pirate, awlio rergned in Denmark about the year
800 }.  This hero fignalized his yourh by an exploit of gal-
lantry. A Swedifb prince had a beautiful daughter, whom
be intrufled (probably during fome expedition) to the care of
one of his officers, affigning a firong caflle for their defence.
The Officer felloin love aith bis avard, and detained ber in
bis caflie, Jpite of all the efforts of ber father. Upon this be
publifbed a proclamation through all the neighbouring countries,
that awhocver aveuld conguer :he ravifber and refecue the Lady
Sbould haze her in marriage.  OF all that undertook the ad-
wenture, Regner alone avas jo bappy as to atchieve it : be de-
livered the fair captive, and obtained her for his prize.—
It bappened that the name of this difcourteous oficer wwas
OrME, avhich in the Iflandic language fignifies SERPENT :
Wherefore the Scalds to give the more poetical turn to the
adventure, reprefent the Lady as detained from ber father
by a dreadful Dragon, and that Regner flew the monfler to fet
ber at liberty.  Even Regner himfelf, aho awas a celebrated

Foety

# Mallet. paffim.

+ Mallet. p. 22.

1 Olaus Verel. ad Hervarer Saga, p. 44 45. Hickes's Thefau:
V.2. p.o 311,

|} Tbid.

S Rellofs Sagn, Cap. 35. &c.

1 Saxo Gram, p. 152, 153.—Mallet. p. 201,
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AND BALLADS. v

poet, gives this fabulous account of the exploit in a poem of bis
own avriting that is flill extant, and awbich records all the
waliant atchievements of bis life *.

WITH marvellous embellifoments of this kind the Scalds
early began to decorate their narratives : and they were the more
lavifh of thefe in proportion as they departed from their origi-
nal inflitution, but it was a long time before they thought of
delivering a fet of perfonages and adventures avholly feigned.
Of the great multitude of romantic tales flill preferved in the
libraries of the North, moft of them are fuppofed to bave had
fome foundation in truth, and the more ancient they are the
more they are believed to be connefled awith true biffory. +

1t awas not probably till after the hifforian and the bard
bad been long difunited, that the latter ventured at pure fic-
tion. At length awhen their bufinefs awas no longer to infiruft
or inform, but merely to amufe, it was no longer needful for
them to adbere to truth. Then began fabulous and romantic
Jongs awbhich for a long time prevailed in France and England
before they had books of Chivalry in profe. Yet in both thefe
countries the minfirels flill retained fo much of their original
inflitution, as frequently to make truc events the fubjel of
their fongs 15 and indeed, as during the barbarous ages, tbe
regular hiflories were almoft all writ in Latin by the Monks,
the memory of events was preferved and propagated among
2he ignorant laity by fearce any other means than the popular
Songs of the Minfirels.

T HE inbabitants of Sweden, Denmark and Norway, being
the latef converts to Chriftianity, retained their original
manners and opinions longer than the other nations of Gothic
rae: and therefore they bave preferved more of the genuine
compafitions of their ancient poets, than their fouthern ncigh-

b iii bours.

* See a Tranflation of this poem, lately publithed among ¢¢ Five
¢« pieces of Runic Poetry, 8vo. 1763.” 1 Vid. Mallet.

T The Editors MS. contains a multitude of poems of this latter
kind. It was from this cuftom of the Minftrels that fome of our firft
Hiftorians wrote their Chronicles in verfe, as Rob. of Gloucefter,
Harding, &c. 1
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vi ANCIENT SONGS

bours. Among thefe the progrefs from poetical hiflory to poeti-
cal fiidion is wery difcernable: they have fome of the latter
kind, that are in effec? complete Romances of Chivalry [}
They bave aljo a multitude of SaGas * or hiffories on ro-
mantic [ubjeits, containing a mixture of profe and werfe, of
warions dates, fome of them avritten fince the times of the Cru-
Jades, others long before : but their narratives in werfe only
are ¢fleemed the more ancient.

Wuth regard to the Saxons and Franks, awbo it fbould feem
bad made their irruptions into Britain and Gaul, before profe
compofitions avere known in the North, they bad originally
their fabulous flories and tales of amufement wholly in werfe.
The firft Romances of Chivalry that avere known in France
were in metre +, and Jo were thofe that were current in Eng-
land. In both kingdoms tales in werfe aere ufually fung by
miiflrels to the harp on feffival occafions : and probably both
nations dericved their relifb for this fort of entertainment fross
their Gothic anceffors, awithout borrowing it either from the
other.  In both nations narrative fongs on true or fiflitious
Jubjelis had doubtiefs chtained from the earlieft times. But
the profeffed Romances ef Chivalry feem to have been firff com-
2ofed in France; awbere alfo they had their name.

The Latin Tongue, as is objferved by an ingenious awriter T,
ceafed 1o be fpoken in France about the ninth century, and was
Jucceeded by what was called the Romance Tongue, o mix-
tare of the language of the Franks and bad Latin. As the
Songs of Chizvalry became the moft popular compofirions in that
language, they awere emphatically called Romans or Ro-
MANTS 3 tho’ this name avas at jirf} given to any piece of Po-

elr)s
|l Sce a Specimen at the end of L’ Edda par M. Mallet. 4to 1756+

* Eccardi Hift. Stud, Etym. 1711, p. 179, &c. Hickes’s Thefaur,
Vol. 2. p. 314,

+ San Graal, Perceval, Lancelot du Lac, &c. were among the firft
proie Romances in French, yet thefe were originally compofed in me
we.  See a Note of Wanley’s in Harl. Catalcg, Num. 2252. P. 49.
&c. Nichollon’s Eng. Hift. Library. 2d. Ed. p. g1. &c.—— See alfo
a curious Colle&, of old French Romances with Mr, Wanley’s account
of thefe fort of pieces in Harl. MSS. Cat. 978. 106.

7 The Author of the Effay on the Genius of Pope, p, 282,
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AND BALLADS. vii

etry. The Romances of Chivalry can be traced as early as
the eleventh Century §. Le Roman de Brat by Maifire Enfta-
che was aritten in 115 : But it is well known to Hiflorians,
that (long before this) awben William the Conqueror with his
Normans marched doawn to the battle of Haftings, they animated
themfelves by finging (in fome popular Romance or Baliad) the
exploits of Roland, the great Hero of Chivalry.

So early as this I cannot trace the Songs of Chivalry in
Englifb. The moft ancient I hawve feen, is that of Hornechild
defcribed below, awbich feems not earlier than the tavelfth cen-
tury. Hoowewer, as this rather refembles the Saxon poetry,
than the French, it is not certain that the firfi Englifb Ro-
mances awere tranflated from that language. We hawve fecn
above that a propenfity to this kind of filtion prevailed among
all the Gothic nations; and, tho' after the Norman Conqueft,
both the French and Englifb tranflated each others Romances,
There is no room to doubt, but each of them compefed original
pieces of their own.

The flories of King Arthur and his round table, may be
reafonably fuppofed of the growth of this ifland 5 both the
Englifb and the French bad them from the Britons *.  The
Sfories of Guy and Bevis, awith fome others, aere probably
the invention of Englifb Minftrels : on the other band, the
Englifb procured tranflations of fuch Romances as were moft
current in France, and in the Lif} given at the conclufion of
1hefe Remarks, many are doubtle/s of French original.

The firft PROSE books of Chiwvalry that appeared in our
language, were thofe printi’d by Caxton {; at leaft, thefe a;e

v the

§ Ibid. p. 283. Hift. Lit. Tom. 6. 7.

* The Welih have fome very old Romances about K. Arthur, but
as thefe are in profe, they are not probably their firft pieces that were
compofed on that fubject.

1 Recuyel of the Hyftoryes of Troy, 1471. Godfroye of Boloyne,
1481. Le Morte de Arthur, 1485. The Life of Charlemagne, 1435.
&c.  As the old Minftrelfy wore out, profe books of Chivalry became
more admired, efpecially after the Spanifh Romances began to be tran-
flated into Englith towards the end of Q. Elizabeth’s reign: then the
moft popular metrical Remances began to be reduced into profe, as Six
Guy, Bevis, &c.
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viii ANCIENT SONGS

she firft I have been able 1o difcover, and thefe are all trun-
Slations from the French. Whereas Romances of this kind bhad
been long current in metre, and awere fo generally admired in
the time of Chaucer, that his Rbyme of fir Thopas was evi-
dently awritten to ridicule and burlefque them *.

He exprefsly mentions feveral of them by name in a flanza,
awbich I fball have occafion to quote more than once in this
volume.

Men fpeken of Romaunces of Price,
Of Horne-Child, and Ipotis,
Of Bevis, and fir Guy,
Of Sir Libeaux and Elandamoure,
But Sir Thopas tereth the flcure,
Of riall chevallrie.

DLoft, if not all, of the'e are flill extant in MS, in Seme or
ciber of our libraries. as I fball fbeww ir the concluffon of this
Slight Effay, ahere I fhall give a lift of fuch metrical Hiflo-
ries and Romaices as bave fallen under my objervation.

As wany of thefe contain a confiderable portion of poetic
pacrit, and throww greal light on the manners and opiniens of
Jformer times, it were to be avifbed that fome of the beft of
them awere refeucd from oblivion. A judicious collettion of
then: accurately publifbed with proper illufirations, would be
an insportant acczffion to our flock of ancient Englifb Literature.
Many of them exkibit no mean attzmpts at Epic Poetry, and
250’ full of the exploded fictions of Chivalry, frequently difplay
great deferiptive and inventive powers in the Bards, who
compofed them. They are at leaft generally equal to any cther
poetry of the fame age. They cannot indeed be put in competi-
tion avith the nerwous produltions of fo univerfal and com-
manding a genius as Chaucer, but they have a fimplicity that
makes toem be read awith lefs interruption, and be more eafily

snder-

* See Extract from a Letter in Mr, Warton’s Obfervations, Vol. 2.
p. 139. [Where in p. 140. inftead of ¢ Moft of thefe &' read- -
¢ Many of the old poetical Romances are in the wery fame metre, &c. ’
The old black-letter Ecit. in p. 142. proves to be one of Speght’s, ]
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AND BALLADS. ix

underflood : and they are far more fpirited and entcrtaining
than the tedious allegories of Goaver, or the dull and prolix
legends of Lydgate. Yet, while fo much firefs is laid upon the
avritings of thefe lafl, by fuch as treat of Englifb poetry, the
old merrical Romances tho' far more popular in their time are
hardly known to exiff. Bui it has bappened unluckily that
the antiquaries, who have revived the works of our ancicnt
auriters, hawve been for the moff part men woid of tafle and
genius, and therefore have always faftidioufly rejected the old
poetical Romances, becaufe founded on filZitious or popular fub-
Jedts, awbile they have been careful to grub up every perty
Sragment of the moft dull and infipid rhimifl, whafe merit it
aas to deform morality, or objcure true hiftory. Should the
public encourage the revival of fome of thofe ancient Epic fongs
of Chivalry, they would frequently fee the rich ore of an Ariofto
or a Taffo, tho buried it may be among the rubbifb and drofs
of barbarous tinies.

Such a publication awould anfwer many important ufes : It
awvould throw new light on the rife and progrefs of Englifb
poetry, the hiflory of awhich can be but imperfeltly underftood.
if thefe are negleded : it would alfo ferve to illufirate innu-
merable paflages in our ancient claffic poets, avbich avithout
their belp muft be for ever obfcure. For not to mention Chau-
cer and Spencer, wvho abound awith perpetual allufions to thems
1 fhall give an inflance or tawo from Shakefpeare, by way of
pecimen of their ufe.

In bis play of Kinc JoHN our great Dramatic poet alludes
to an exploit of Richard I, avhich the reader avill in vain look
Jor in any true biftory. Faulconbridge fays to his mother, A:t.
I fo 1.

¢ Needs muft you lay your heart at his diffofe . . .

¢¢ Againft whofe furie and unmatched force,

¢ The awlefle lion could not wage the fight

¢ Nor keepe his princely heart from Richard’s hand:
¢ He that perforce robs Lions of their hearts

¢ May eafily winne a woman’s ¢ »’ —m——

The
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x ANCIENT SONGS

The faft bere referred to, is to be traced to its fource only
in the old Romance of Ricuarp CEUR DE Lyon *, in which
bis encounter awith a Lion makes a wery fbining figure. I
SPall give a large extralt from this poem, as a [pecimen of the
manner of thefe old rhapfodifis, and to fbew that they did not
in their fitions neglet the proper means to produce the ends, as
awas afterawards done in fo childifb a manner in the profe books
of Chiwvalry :

The poet tells us, that Richard in his return from the Holy
Land having been difcovered in the habit of < a palmer in
Almayne,” and apprebended as a [py, was by the king thrown
into prifon  Wardreawe the king’s fon bearing of Richard’s
great firength, defires the jailor to let him have a fight of his
prifoners. Richard 5eing the foremofi, Wardrewe afks him
“ if be dare fland a buffet from his hand ?” and that on the
morrow be fball return bim another. Richard confents and
receives a blow that flaggers bim.  On the morroaw, having
previoufly waxed bis hands, be waits bis antagonift's arrival.
W ardrewve accordingly, procceds the flory, ¢ held forth as a
¢ trewe man,” and Richard gave him fuch a blow on the
check, as broke his ja-bone and killed him on the fpot. The
Ring to revenge the death of his fon orders by the adwvice of
one Eldrede, that a Lion kept purpofely from food, fbould be
turned loofe upon Richard. But the king’s daughter having
Jallen in love aith bim, tells him of her father's refolution,
and at bis requeft procures him forty ells of awbhite filk * ker-
< chers;” and bere the dejecription of the Combat begins,

The kever-chefes 1 he toke on honde,

And aboute his arme he wonde;
And

* Dr. Grey has fhewn that the fame ftory is alluded to in Raftell’s
Chronicle: As it was doubtlefs originally had from the Romance, this
is proof that the old metrical Romances throw light on our old writers
in profe: many of our ancient Hiftorians have recorded the fictions
of Romance,

+ i, e. Handkerchiefs, Here we have the etymology ¢f the word,
viz. ** Couvre le chef,”
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And thought in that ylke while,

To flee the lyon with fome gyle.

And fyngle in a kyrtyll he ftode,

And abode the lyon fyers and wode,
‘With that came the jaylere,

And other men that wyth him were,
And the lyon them amonge ;

His pawes were ftiffe and ftronge,

The chambre doce they undone,

And dhie lyon to them is gone.
Rycharde fayd, Helpe, lorde Jefu!

The lyon made to hym venu,

And wolde hym have all to rente
Kynge Rycharde befyde hym glente ¥,
The lyon on the brefte hym fpurned,
That aboute he tourned.

The lyon was hongry and megre,

And bette his tayle to be egre;

He loked aboute as he were madde ;
Abrode he all his pawes fpradde,

He cryed lowde, and yaned || wyde.
Kynge Rycharde bethought hym that tyde,
What hym was befte, and to hym fterte,
In at the throte his honde he gerte,

And hente out the herte with his honde,
Lounge and all that he there fonde.

The lyon fell deed to the grounde:
Rycharde felte no wem 1, ne wounde,

% i, e. glanced, flipt, | i, e, yawned, 1 1i. e. hurt,

He
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xii ANCIENT SONGS

He fell on his knees in that place,
And thanked Jefu of his grace.
% X % %

What folloavs is not fo avell, and therefore 1 fball extraiz
no move of this poem: but the preceding ciccumflances are not
unavorthy the felecion of any Epic poct.—For the above feat
the author vells us, the king was defervedly called

Sturonge Ryc<harde cure du Lyowne.

Tuat diftich which Shakefpeare puts in the mouth of bis

madman in K, LEAR, A. 3. ic. 4.
Mice and Rats and fuch fmall deere
Have been Tom”s food for feven long yeare.

hbas excited the attention of the critics.  Inflead of deere, one
of them avould fubflitute geer; and another, cheer t. But
the ancient reading is eftablifted by the old Romdnce of S1R
Bevis avhich Shakefpeare had doubilefs often beard fung to the
Harp. This diffich is part of a deicription there given of the
hardfhips fuffered by Bevis, avber confined for feven years in

a duxgeon.

Rattes and myfe and fuch fmal ders
Was his meate that feven yere. Sign, F. iii,

I differen: parts of this averk, the Reader awill find vari-
ous evtracts from thefe old poetical Legends: to awhich I refer
bin for farther examples of their fiyle and metre. To compleat
this jubrel, it apill be proper to give at leaft one Jpecimen of
their flill in diftributing and condulting their fable, by which
it il be fecun that nature and common fenfe bad fupplied to
thefe old fimple bards the avant of critical art, and taught
them jome of the mofft effential ruies of Epic Poetry.—1I fhall
Sfeleét the Romance of Linius DiscoNtus , as being cne of
thote mentioned by Claucer, and esther fhorier or wore intelli-
gitle than the vtbers ke bas queted.

IF
§ Bp. Warb.---Dr. Grey, ¥ So it is intitled in the Editor’s MS.
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AND BALLADS Xiil
If an Epic Poem may be defincd, < * 4 fable related by a

€ poet, 0 excite admiration and infpire virtue, by reprefenting
& the alion of fome one beroey fawoured by beaven, avho exe-
 cutes a great defign, fpite of all the obflacles that oppofe
¢ bim :? I know dot avby ave fhonld awithbald the name of
Eric Poem from the piece awhich I am about 1o analyfe.

My copy is divided into 1X ParTs or Cantos, the feveral
arguments of which are as _follorys.

ParrtT I

Opens avith a fbort exordium to befpeck attention: the
Heroe is dejiribed, a natural fon of fir Gawain a celebrated
knight of K. Arthur’s court, awho being brought up in a foreft
by his mother, is kept ignorant of his name and defcent. He
early exhibits marks of Fis courage by killing a knight in fingle
tombasy who encountered him as he was bunting. This infpires
him with a defire of feeking adventures: therefore cloatbing
bimfelf in bis enemy’s armour, be goes 10 K. drthur’s Court,
to requeft the order of knighthood. His requeft granted, ke ob-
tains a promife of having the firf! adventure affigncd bim that
fhall offer.——d4 damfel namzd Ellen, attended by a dwarf,
comes to implore K. Arthur’s affiffance, 1o refcue a young Prin-
cefs, « the Lady of Sinadone” their mifirefs, avko is detained
Jrom ber rights and confined in prifon. The adventare is
claimed by the young knight Sir Lybius : the king afents : the
meffengers are diffatisfied and objet to bis youth : but are forced
to atquiefce.  And here the firf? book clofes awith a de/cription
of the ceremony of equipping him forth.

Parrt IL

Sir Lybius [fots out on the adventure: he is devided by the
dwarf and the damfel for bis youth: they come to the bridge
of Perill, awbich none can pafs avithout encountering a knight
called William de la Braunch: Sir Lybius is challenged : they
Juft with their Jpears: De la Braunch is difmounted: the
batile is reneaved on foot : Sir William's Jaword breaks: be
yields : Sir Lybius makes him jwear to go and prefent bimfelf
to K. drthur, as the firf}-fruits of his walour. The conquered

knight

* Vid, ¢ Difcours fur la Pocfic Epiquc.™ prefixed to TELEMAQUE.
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knight fets out for K. Arthar's court : is met by three knights
bis relations : who informed of bis difgrace, wvow revenge,
and purfue the conqueror. The next day they overtake him:
tbe eldeft of the three attacks bim : bat is overthrown to the
ground. The tao other bicthers affault him : Sir Lybius is
awounded : yet cuts off the fecond bruther’s armi: the third
yields : Sir Lybius fends 1hem all to K. Arihur. In the third
evening be is awaked by a dwarf, who has difcovered a fire
in a wood,
ParT I

Sir Lybius arms bim, and leaps on bhorfeback : be finds tave
Giants roafling a awild boar, avho bave a fair Lady their
captive. Sir Lybius by fawvour of the night runs one of them
through awith bis fpear: i, aflauitsd by the other : a fierce
battle enfues: be cuts off the giants avm, and at length bhis
bead. The refcued Lady (an Earl’s daughter) tells him ber
Slory : leads him to ber father'’s caftle: awbo entertains him
awith a great feaft; and prefents him at parting with a fuit
of armour and a fleed. He fends the giant’s bead to king dr-
thar.

ParT IV,

Sir Lybius, maid Ellen and the dwarf reneaw their jour-
ney s they fee a cafile fluck round with human beads : are in-
Sormed it belongs to a knight called fir Gefferon, awho in honour
of bis lemman or mifirefs, challenges all comers : He that can
produce a fairer lady, is to be rewarded awith a milk-white
Jaulcon, but if overcome, to lofe bis bead.  Sir Lybius Jpends
the night in the adjoining toavn : In the morning goes to chal-
lenge the faulcon : The knights exchange their gloves: they
agree to juft in the market place : the lady and maid Ellen
are placed aloft in chairs: their dreffes : the fuperior beauty
of fir Gefferon’s miflrefs deferibed @ the ceremonies prevvious to
the combat : they engage : the combat defcribed at large: fir
Gefferon is incurably hurt; and carried bome on bis fbield:
Sir Lybius fends the faulcon to K. Arthur : receives back a
large prefent in florins: flays 40 days to be cured of his awounds,
wwbich be Jpends in feaft:ng awith the neighbouring lords.
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AND BALLADS. xv

ParctT V.

Sir Lybius proceeds for Sinadone : in a foreft be meets a
knight bunting, called fir Otes de Lifle : maid Ellen charmed
awith a very beautiful dog, begs fir Lybius to beflow him upon
ber : Sir Otes meets them, and claims bis dog @ is refufed :
being unarmed be rides to his caftle, ard fummons his attend-
ants: they go in quefl of fir Lybius: a oattle enfues: he is
Sill wickorious, and forces fir Otes to follow the other conquered
kuights to K. Aithur.

ParT VL

Sir Lybius comes to a fair city and caftle by a river-fide,
befet round awith pavilions or tents: be is informed, in the
caflle is a beautiful lady befieged by a giant named Maugys,
awho keeps the bridge, and will let none pafs without doing
bim homage : this Lybius refufes : a batile enfues : the giant
deferibed : the [everal incidents of the baitle : wbich lafts a
awbole fummer’s day: the giant is awounded : put to flight :
Slain, The citizens come out in proceffion to meet their deli-
werer : the lady invites him into ber caflle : falls in love with
him ; and Jeduces bim to ber embraces. He forgets the princefs
of Sinadone, and flays awith this bewvitching lady a twelve-
month. This fair forcerefs, like another Alcina, intoxicates
bim acith all kinds of fenfual pleafure ; and detains bim from
the purfuit of hinour.

ParT VI

Maid Ellen by chance gets an opportunity of [peaking to him:
upbraids him awith bis wvice and folly : be is filled avith re-
morfe, aud efcapes the fame evening : at length he arrives at
the city and caftle of Sinadome : Is given to underfland that be
mufl challenge the conflable of the caflie to fingle combat before
be can be received as a gueft : they jufi: the conflable is worfi-
ed: Sir Lybius is feafted in the caftle: he declares kbis intention
of delicvering their lady; and inguires the particulars of ber
biflory. ¢ Tawo Negromancers hawve built & fine palace by
Jorcery, and there keep ber inchanted, till fbe will furrender
ber dutchy to them, and yield to fuch bafe conditions as they
weuld impofe.”

Part
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Part VIIL

Early on the morrow Sir Lybius fets out for the inchanted
palace : he alights in the cour: : enters the hall: the wonders
of which are defcribed in firong Gothic painting: he fits
dozun at the bigh table : o a fudder all the lights are quench-
ed, it thunders, lizhtens ; the palace fbakesy the walls fall to
pieces about bis ears : he is difmayed and confounded : but pre-
Jently hears borfes neigh, and is challenged ta fingle combat by
the forcerers: be gets to bis fleed: o battle enfues, awith various
turns of fortune : be lofes his aveapon : but gets a fword from
anz of the Negromancers, and «wounds the other «wvith it : the
edge of the fword being fecretly poifoned, the aound proves
inortals

ParT IX.

He goes up 10 the furviving forcerer, who is carried away
Jrom bim by iachantment : at length be finds him, and cuts off
bis bead : He returns to the palace to deliver the lady : but
cannot find ber : as be is lamenting, a window opens, through
avhich enters a horrible ferpent avith avings and a woman’s
Sace: it coils round his neck and kiffes bim: on a fudden is
converted into a wery beautiful lady.  She tells him fbe is the
Lady of Sinadone, and avas fo inchanted, till fbe might kifs Sir
Gaavain, or fome one of bis blood: that he has aiffolved the
charm, and that berfelf ard ber dominions may be bis reacard.
He joyfully acccpts the offer, makes ber bis bride, and then fets
out aith Ler for King Arthar’s court.

SucH is the jalle of this ancient piece : abich the reader
may objerve, is as regular in its conaull, as any of the fineft
poems of clafical antiguity.  If the execution, particularly as
20 the diftion and fentiments, avere but equal to the plan, it
would be a capital performance ; but this is fuch as might be
expelted in rudz and ignorant times, and irn a barbarous unpo-

lifbed language,
I
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1 fhall conclude this prolix account, avith-a LisT of fuch
old MeTricaL Romances as are fliil extant: beginning
avith thofe mentioned by Chaucer.

1. The Rowmance of Horne-childe is prefereved in the Bri-
tifh Mufeum, ewhsre it is intitled bz gefe of kyng Horne. S22
Catalog. Harl. MSS. 2253. p. 70. The Language is a'mejt
Saxon, yet from the mention in it of Sarazens, it appears to
bave beer avritien afier fems of the Crifades. It begins thus,

All heo ben blype

pat to my fong ylype:

A fong ychulle ou fing

Of Alloi be gode kynge | &c.

. The Poem cf Ipotis (cr Ypotis) is preferved in the Cotton
Library, Calig. 4. 2. fo. 77. but is ratker @ rcligious Legend,
than @ Romance,  Its beginning is

He Dat w1l of wyfdome here

Herleneth nowe ze may here

Of a tale of holy wryte

Seynt Jon the Evangelyite wytnefiecth hyt,

3. The Romance of Sit Guy, avas avritten before that of
DBewis, being quoted in it *.  An account of this old poem is
Siven beloav, pag. 104. Lo awhkich 1 can nowv add, that t<vo
ceripleat copies in MS. are preferwed at Cambn‘:{ge. the cne in
the public Library t, the other in that of Caius Coliege, Clals
d. 8.—1In Ames’s Typog. p. 153, may be Jeen tie iyl lires
of the printed copy.—!hbe 1/1 MS. begins

Sythe the tyme tihat God was borne,

Vou. I. c 4.

1 i. e. May all they be biithe, that to my fong liften: A fong )
fhal] you fing, OFf Allot the gced king, &c.

* Sign. K. 2. C.

+ For this and mof* of the following, which are mentioned as pre-
ferved in the Fublic Libiary, I refe: the reader to he Oxon Catalog.
of MSS. 3697. vol. 2. pag. 394. in Appendix 10 Bp Mores MSS.,
No. 690, 331 fince given to the Univerilty of Cambridge.
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4. Guy and Colbronde, an o/d Romance in three parts, it
preferved in the Editor’s folio MS. (pag. 349.) 1t is in flan-
zas of 6 lines, the firfl of which may be feen in vol. 2. p. 163.
Beginning

‘When meate and drinke is great plentye.

5. The Romance of Syr Bevis is deferibed in pag. 214. of
this wol.  Tavo manufeript copies of this poem are extant at
Cambridge. wiz, in the Public Library ||, and in that of
Caius Coll. Clafs d. 9. (5.)—Tbe firf? of thefe begins,

Lordyngs lyftenyth grete and fmale.
The printed copies begin differently,
Lyften, Lordinges, and hold you ftyl.

6. Libeaux (Libeaus, or, Lybius) Difconius is preferavex
in the Editor’s folio MS. (pag. 317.) where the firf! flanza is

Jefus Chrift chriften kinge,
And his mother that fweete thinge,
Helpe them at their neede,
That will liften to my tale,
Of a Knight I will you tell,
A doughtye man of deede,

An older copy is preferved in the Cotton Library [Cal. A. 2,
Jol. 40.] containing innumerable variations : the firft line is

Jefu Ceyft our Savyour,

As for Blandamoure, no Romance awith this title bas been
difcovered; but as the word occurs in that of Libeaux, ’fis
polfible Chaucer’s memory deceiyed kim.

7. Le Morte Arthure, is among the Harl. MSS. 2252.
§. 49. Thic is judged t0 be a tranflation from the Frenchy
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I No. 6go, §. 31, Vid, Catalog, MSS. p. 394.
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