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Reliques of Ancient English Poetry

While visiting a friend, the writer and cleric Thomas Percy (1729-1811)
noticed a neglected folio whose pages were being used by the maids to light
the fire. Upon inspection, this manuscript was found to be a seventeenth-
century collection of historical ballads. Following this discovery, Percy
collected further ballads and songs from a number of sources, which he
published in this three-volume work in 1765, although ultimately only

a quarter of the texts he presented came from that original manuscript.
Although this work proved to be incredibly popular, Percy’s idiosyncratic
editorial practices also received much criticism. The collection centres on
historical ballads and romances, demonstrating the development of language,
customs and traditions, to which Percy added contemporary ballads for his
readers’ enjoyment. Volume 1 contains texts such as “The Ancient Ballad of
Chevy Chase’ and “The Jew’s Daughter; as well as ballads which influenced or
illuminate the work of Shakespeare.
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TO

THE RICHT HONOURABLF
ELIZABETH
COUNTESS OF NORTHUMBERLAND ¢
IN HER OWN RIGHT
BARONESSPERCY,LUCY,POYNINGS,FITZ-PAYNE,

BRYAN, AND LATIMER.

MADAM,

HOSE writers, who folicit the protec-

tion of the noble and the great, are
often expofed to cenfure by the impropriety
of their addrefles: a remark that will perhaps
A3 be
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(vi)

be too readily applied to him, who having
nothing better to offer than the rude fongs
of ancient minftrels, afpires to the patronage
of the Countefs of NORTHUMBERLAND, and
hopes that the barbarous productions of un-
polithed ages can obtain the approbation or
the notice of her, who adorns courts by her
prefence, and diffufes elegance by her ex-
ample.

But this impropriety, it is prefumed, will
difappear, when it is declared that thefe poems
are prefented to your Lapvsuip, not as la-
bours of art, but as effufions of nature, thew-
ing the firft efforts of ancient genius, and ex-
hibring the cuftoms and opinions of remote
ages: of ages that had been almoft loft to
memory, had not the gallant deeds of your
illuftrious anceftors preferved them from ob-
livion.

No adive or comprehenfive mind can for-
bear fome attention to the reliques of anti-

quity :
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( vii )

quity: It is prompted by natural curiofity to
furvey the progrefs of life and manners, and
to inquire by what gradations barbarity was
civilized, groflnefs refined, and ignorance in-
ftru&ted : but this curiofity, Mapam, muft be
ftronger in thofe, who, like your Lapvsuip,
can remark in every period the influence of
fome great progenitor, and who ftill feel in
their effets the tranfactions and events of
diftant centuries.

By fuch Bards, Mapam, as I am now in-
troducing to your prefence, was the infancy of
genius nurtured and advanced, by fuch were
the minds of unlettered warriors foftened and
enlarged, by fuch was the memory of illu-
ftrious actions preferved and propagated, by
fuch were the heroic deeds of the Earls of
NorTHUMBERLAND fung at feftivals in the
hall of Arnwick: and thofe fongs, which
the bounty of your anceftors rewarded, now
return to your Lapysurp by a kind of here-
ditary right; and, I flatter myfelf, will find

A 4 fuch
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( viii )
fuch reception, as is ufually thewn to poets and
hiftorians, by thofe whofe confcioufnefs of

merit makes it their intereft to be long re-
membered.

Iam,
Mapam,
Your Lapysurr’s

Moft Humble

And moft devoted Servant,

THOMAS PERCY.
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The P R E F A C E.

THE Reader is here prefented with fele& remains of
our ancient Englith Bards and Minftrels, an order of
men who were once greatly refpe&ted by our anceftors,
and contributed to foften the roughnefs of a martial and
unlettered people by their fongs and by their mufic.

The greater part of them are extratted from an an-
cient folio manufcript, in the Editor’s pofieflion,
which contains near 200 poems, fongs, and metrical ro-
mances. 'This MS. was written about the middle of
the laft century, but contains compofitions of all times
and dates, from the ages prior to Chaucer, to the con-
clufion of the reign of Charles I,

This manufcript was fhown to feveral learned and
ingenious friends, who thought the contents too curious
to be configned to oblivion, and importuned the pof-
feflor to feleét fome of them, and give them to the prefs.
As moft of them are of great fimplicity, and feem to
have been meerly written for the people, he was long in
doubt, whether in the prefent flate of improved litera-
ture, they could be deemed worthy the attention of the
public. At length the importunity of his friends pre-
vailed, and he could refufe nothing to fuch judges as
the author of the RamsLER, and the late Mr. SHEN-
STONE,

Accordingly fuch fpecimens of ancient poetry have
been feletted as either fhew the gradation of our lan-
guage, exhibit the progrefs of popular opinions, dif-
play the peculiar manners and cuftoms of former ages,
or throw light on our earlier claflical poets.

They
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x P REF A CE.

They are here diftributed into THREE VOLUMES,
each of which contains an independent ser1Es of poems,
arranged for the moft part, according to the order of
time, and fhowing the gradual improvements of the
Englifh language and poctry from the earlieft ages down
to the prefent. Each voLuME, or sEr1Es, is divided into
three Books, to afford fo many paufes, or refting places
to the Reader, and to afift him in diftinguifhing between
the produions of the earlier, the middle, and the latter
times.

In a polithed age, like the prefent, I am fenfible that
many of thefe reliques of antiquity will require great
allowances to be made for them. ~Yet have they, for the
moft part, a pleafing fimplicity, and many artlefs graces,
which in the opinion of no mean critics* have been
thought to compenfate for the want of higher beauties,
and if they do not dazzle the imagination, are frequently
found to intereft the heart.

To atone for the rudenefs of the more obfolete poems,
each volume concludes with a few modern attempts in the
fame kind of writing : And to take off from the tedi-
oufnes of the longer narratives, they are every where
intermingled with liitle elegant pieces of the lyric kind.
Sele&t ballads in the old Scottith diale@, moft of them
of the firft-rate merit, are alfo interfperfed among thofe
of our ancient Englith Minftrels : and the artlefs pro-
dutions of thefe old rhapfodifts, are occafionally con-
fronted with fpecimens of the compofition of contempo-
rary poets of a higher clafs : of thofe who had all the
advantages of learning in the times in which they lived,
and who wrote fer fame and for pofterity. Yet perhaps
the palin will be frequently due to the old ftrolling

*Mr. ApDISON, Mr. DRYDEN, andthe witty Lord DoRSET,
&c. See the Spe&ator, No. 70. To thei: might be added
many eminent judges now alive.—The learnad SELDEN appears
alfo to have been fond of colleéting thefe old things, See p. XI.

Minftrels,
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P REVF A CE xi

Minftrels, who compofed their rhimes to be fung to their
harps, and who looked no farther than for prefent ap-
plaufe, and prefent fubfiftence.

The reader will find this clafs of men eccafionally de-
fcribed in the following volumes, and fome particulars
relating to their hiftory in a flight Effay fubjoined to this
preface.

It will be proper here to give a fhort account of the
other colle@ions that were confulted, and to make
my acknowledgments to thofe gentlemen, who were
fo kind as to impart extra&s from them : for while this
fele@tion was making, a great number of ingenious
friends took a fhare in the work, and explored many
large repofitories in its favour,

The firft of thefe that deferved notice was the Pepy-
fian library at Magdalen Coliege, Cambridge. Its
founder, Sam. Pepys, Efq; fecretary of the Admiraity
in the reigns of Charles II. and James II. had madea
large collection of ancient Englith ballads, near zoco in
number, which he has left pafted in five volumes in folio;
befides Garlands and other fmaller mifcellanies. This
collection he tells us was ¢¢ Begun by Mr. SELDEN ; im-
¢¢ proved by the addition of many pieces elder thereto in
¢ ume ; and the whole continued down to the year

¢ - ”»
- ¢ 1700.

In the Afhmole Library at Oxford, is a fmall colie&ion
of ballads, made by Anthony Wood, in the year 1676,
containing fomewhat more than 200. Many ancient
popular poems are alfo preferved inthe Bodleyan Library.

The archives of the Antiquarian Society at London
contain a multitude of curious political poems in large
folio volumes, digefted under the feveral reigns of
Hen. viii, Edw. vi, Mary, Elizabeth, James I. &c.

In the Britith Mufepm is preferved a large treafure of
ancient Englith poems in MS. befides one fclio volume
of printed ballads.

From all thefe fome of the beft pieces were feleé‘tcdé

an
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xii P REFACE

and from many private colletions, as well printed, as
manufcript : particularly from one large folio volume
which was lent by a lady.

Amid fuch a fund of materials, the Editor is afraid
he has been fometimes led to make too great a parade of
his authorities. The defire of being accurate has per-
haps feduced him into too minute and trifling an ex-
adtnefs ; and in perfuit of information he may have been
drawn into many a petty and frivolous refearch. It was
however neceflary to give fome account of the old copies,
tho’ often for the fake of brevity one or two of thefe
only are mentioned, where yet afliftance was received
from feveral *. Where any thing was altered that de-
ferved particular notice, the paffage is diftinguifhed by
two inverted ¢commas’. And the Editor has endea-
voured to be as faithful, as the imperfeét ftate of his
materials would admit : for thefe old popular rhimes
have, as might be expefted, been handed down to us
with lefs care, than any other writings in the world.

The plan- of the work was fettled in concert with the
late elegant Mr. SuEnsToNE, who was to have borne a
joint fhare in it had not death unhappily prevented him :
Moft of the modern pieces were of his fele¢tion and ar-
rangement, and the Editor hopes to be pardoned if he
has retzined fome things out of partiality to the judg-
ment of his friend. A Tlarge MS. colletion of poems
was a prefent from Humpurey PiTT, Efq; of Prior’s-
Lee, in Shropfhire, to whom this public acknowledg-
ment is due for that, and many other obliging favours.
To Sir Davio DaLrymprE, Bart. of Hayes, near
Edinburgh, the Editor is indebted for moft of the
beautiful Scottith poems, with which this little mif-
cellany is enriched, and for many curious and ele-
gant remarks with which they areilluftrated. Some

* Thus in Book I. No. VI. of this vol. one MS only is menti-
oned, tho fome additional ffanzas were recovered from another
fragment : and this has {ometimes been the cafe elfewhere.

2 obliging
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P REVFACE xiii

obliging favours of the fame kind were received from
Joun M¢Gowan, Efg; of Edinburgh: and many cu-
rious explanations of Scottifh words in the gloffaries
from Mr. Joun Davipson, of Edinburgh, and from
the Rev. Mr. HurcHinson, of Kimbolton. Mr.
WarTon, who at prefent does fo much honour to the
Poetry Profeflor’s chair at Oxford, and another friend
in that Univerfity, contributed fome curious pieces from
the Oxford libraries. Two ingenious and learned friends
at Cambridge deferve the Editor’s warmeft acknowledg-
ments : to Mr. BLakeway, late fellow of Magdalen
College, he owes all the afliftance received from the
Pepyfian library : and Mr. Farmer, fellow of Ema-
nuel, often exerted in favour of this little work,
that extenfive knowledge of ancient Englifh literature
for which he is fo diftinguifhed. Many extra&s from
ancient MSS. in the Britith Mufeum and otherrepofitories,
were owing to the kind fervicesof Mr. AsTLE, to whom
the public isindebted for the curious Preface and Index
lately annexed to the Harleian catalogue. The worthy
Librarian of the Society of Antiquaries, deferves acknow-
ledgment for the obliging manner in which he gave
the Editor accefs to the volumes under his care. In Mr.
Garrick’s curious colle&tion of old plays are many
fcarce pieces of ancient poetry, with the free ufe of
which he indulged the Editor, in the politeft manner.
To the Rev. Dr. Birch he is indebted for the ufe of
feveral ancient and curious tralts. To the friendi:ip of
Mr. Jounson heowes many valuable hints for the con-
du& of the work. And if the gloffaries are more exat
and curious, than might be expectted in fo flight a publi-
cation, itis to be afcribed to the fupervifal of a friend, who
ftands at this time the firft in the world for northern
literature, and whofe learning is better known and re-
fpeéted in foreign nations, than in his own country. It
is perhaps needlefs to name the Rev. Mr. Ly &, Editor of

Junius’s Etymologicum and of the Gothic gofpeis.
The NamEs of {o many men of learning and charater
the
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xiv P R EF A CE.

the Editor hopes will ferve as an amulet to guard him
from every unfavourable cenfure, for having beftowed
any attention on a parcel of OLp BarLraps. It was at
the requeit of many of thefe gentlemen, and of others
eminent for their genius, and tafte, that this little work
was undertaken. To prepareit for the prefs has been the
amafement of now and then a vacant hour amid the
leifure and retirement of rural life, and hath only ferved
as a relaxation from graver ftudies. It has been taken
up at different times, and often thrown afide for many
months, during an interval of four or five years. This
has occafioned fome inconfiftencies and repetitions,
which the candid reader will pardon. As great care has
been taken to admit nothing immoral and indecent ; the
Editor hopes he need not be athamed of having beftowed
fome of his idle hours on the ancient literature of our
own country, or in refcuing from oblivion fome pieces
(tho’ but the amufements of our anceftors) which tend
to placein a ftriking light, their tatte, genius, fentiments,
or manners,

AN
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(xv)

AN ESSAY
ON THE ANCIENT ENGLISH MINSTRELS.

THE MinsTrRELs feem to have been the genuine

fucceffors of the ancient Bards, who united the
arts of Poetry and Mufic, and fung verfes to the
harp, of their own compofing. It is well known what
refpet was fhewn to their Barps by the Britons : and
no lefs was paid to the northcrn Scaips 1 by moft of the
nations of Gothic race. Our Saxon anccftors, as well as
their brethren the ancient Danes, had been accuftomed to
hold men of this profeflion in the higheft reverence. Their
tkill was confidered as fomething divine, their perfons
were deemed facred, their attendance was folicited by
kings, and they were every where loaded with honours
and rewards *. In fhort, poets and their art were held
among them in that rude admiration, which is ever
fhown by an ignorant people to fuch as excell them
in intelleGual accomplifhments. When the Saxons
were converted to chriftianity, in proportion as letters
prevailed among them, this rude admiration began to
abate, and poetry was no longer a peculiar profeflion.
The Poet and the Minftrel + became two perfons. Poetry
was cultivated by men of letters indilcriminately, and

"1 So the ancient Danes, &c. intitled their Bards. See Pref. to
¢ Five pieces of Runic poetry, 8vo. 1763.

* Mallet, L'Introd. a FHift. de Dannemarc. 4to. Barthoa
lin. Antiq. Dan. 4to.

+ The word MINSTREL is derived from the French Mexne/-
trier 3 and was not in ufe here before the Norman conqueft. Tt
is remarkable that our old monkifh hiftorians do not ufe the
word Citharedus, Cantator, or the like, to exprefs a MINSTREL
in Latin ; but either Mimus, Hiftrio, Foculator, orfome other
word that implies gefture.  Hence it fhould feem that the Min-
firels fet off their finging by mimickry or a&ion: or according to
Dr. Brown's hypothelis, united the powers of melody, poem,
and dance,  See his ingenious Hift. of the Rile of Poetry, &c.

many
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xvi AN ESSAY ON THE

many of the moft popular rhimes were compofed amidft
the leifure and retirement of monafteries. But the
Minftrels continued a diftin&t order of men, and got
their livelihood by finging verfes to the harp, at the
houfes of the great. There they were ftill hofpitably
and refpe@fully received, and retained many of the
honours thown to their predeceffors the Bards and Scalds.
And indeed tho’ fome of them only recited the compo-
fitions of others, many of them fill compofed fongs
themfelves, and all of them could probably invent a few
ftanzas on occafion. I have no doubt but moft of the
old heroic ballads in this colletion were produced by
this order of men. For altho’ fome of the larger me-
trical romances might come from the pen of the monks
or others, yet the {maller narratives were probably com-
pofed by the Minftrels who fung them. From the
amazing variations, which occur in different copies
of thefe old pieces, it is evident they made no fcruple to
alter each other’s produtions, and the reciter added or
omitted whole ftanzas, according to his own fancy or
convenience.

In the early ages, as is hinted above, this profeflion
was held in great reverence among the Saxon tribes, as
well as among their Danith brethren. This appears from
two remarkable faéts in hiftory, which fhow that the
fame arts of mufic and fong were equally admired among
both nations, and that the privileges and honours con-
ferred upon the profeflors of them were common to both ;
as it is well known their cuftoms, manners, and even
language were not in thofe times very diffimilar.

When our great king Alfred was defirous to learn the
true fituation of the Danith army, which had invaded his
realm ; he aflumed the drefs and chara&er of a Minftrel *,

* Fingens f¢e YOCULATOREM, affumpta cithara, &c. Ingulphi
Hift. p. 869.—Sub fpecie M1MI ... ut JOCULATORIZE profeffor
artis. Malmetb. 1.°2. c. 4.ps 43. One name for a Minftrel in
old French was JOUGLEUR,

and
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ANCIENT ENGLISH MINSTRELS.  xvii

and taking his harp, and only one attendant, (for in the
carly times it was not unufual for a Minftrel to have a fer-
vant to carry his harp +) he went with the utmoft fecurity
into the Danith.camp.  And though he could not hut be
known to be a Saxon, the charatter he had affumed pro-
cured him a hofpitable reception ; he was admitted toen-
tertain the king at table, and ftaid among them long
enough to contrive that aflault, which afterwards de-
ftroyed them. This was in the year 878.

About fixty years after, a Danifh king made ufe of
the fame difguife to explore the camp of our king Athel-
ftan. With his harp in his hand, and drefled like a
Minftrel {, Anlaff, king of the Danes, went among the
Saxon tents, and taking his ftand near the king’s pavil-
lion, began to play, and was immediately admitted.
There he entertained Athelftan and his lords with his
finging and his mufic: and was at length difmiffed with
an honourable reward ; though his fongs muft have dif-
covered him to have been a Dane. Athelftan was faved
from the confequences of this ftratagem by a foldier,
who had obferved Anlaff bury the money which had
been given him, from fome fcruple of honour, or mo-
tive of faperftition. This occafioned a difcovery.

From the uniform procedure of both thefe kings, it is
plain that the fame mode of entertainment prevailed
among both people, and that the Minftrel was a privi-
leged charafter among both. Even {o late as the reign
of Edward II. the Minftrels were eafily admitted into
the royal prefenee ; as appears from a paffage in Stow |},
which alfo fhews the {plendor of their appearance.

«¢ In the yeare 1316, Edward the Second did folemnize
< his feaft of Pentecoft at Weftminfter in the great hall :
«¢ where fitting royally at the table with his peers about

+ See this vol. p. 57. 65.

t Affumpta manu cithara . . . profeflus MIMUM, qui bujufmod:
arte flipem quotidianam mercaretur . ., Fuffus abire pretium
cantus accepit. Malme. 1. 2. c. 6.

4 Survey of Lond. 1603. pe 469. .

Vou. III b € him,
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xviii AN ESSAY ON THE

¢ him, there entered a woman ADORNED LIKE A MIN-
¢ STRELL §, SITTING ON A GREAT HORSE TRAPPED,
€ AS MINSTRELS THEN UsED, who rode round about
¢ the tables, thewing paftime; and at length came up
< to the king’s table, and laid before him a letter, and
¢¢ forthwith turning her horfe faluted every one, and
¢« departed.”—The fubjett of this letter was a remon-
firance to the king on the favours heaped by him on his
minions, to the negle&t of his knights and faithful fer-
vants.

The meflenger was fent in a Minftrel’s habit, as what
would gain an eafy admiffion || ; and was a Woman con-
cealed under that habit, I fuppofe, to difarm the king’s
refentment : For I do not find that any of the real Min-
ftrels were of the female fex, and therefore conclude this
was only an artful contrivance peculiar to that occafion.

In the 4th year of Richard II. , John of Gaunt ereéted
at Tutbury in Staffordthire, a CourT or MinNsTRELS,
with a full power to receive fuit and fervice from the men
of this profeflion within five neighbouring counties, to
ena& laws, and determine their controverfies; and to
apprehend and arreft fuch of them, as fhould refufe to
appear at the faid court, annually held on the 16th of
Augguft. For this they had a charter®, by which they
were empowered toappoint a KI1NG OF THE MINSTRELS,
with four officers, to prefide over them. Thefe were
every year ele@ed with great ceremony, the whole form
of which is defcribed by Dr. Plott§; in whofe time
however they feem to have become mere muficians.

1 Ornata HisTRI1ONAL: babitu. Walfingh. p. 109. (That
Minftrels fometimes rode on horfeback, fee in this vol. p. 57.
65. &c.

5“ Wh)en the porter was blamed for admitting her, he anfwer-
ed, Non effe moris domus regie HISTRIONES ab ingreffu quo-
modolibet probibere, &c. Walfingh.

* Anno 1381.

4 Intitled Carte le Roy de Minifiraulx. (In Latin Hiffriones.
Vid. Plott. p. 437.)

§ Hit. of Staffordfh. Ch. 10. §. 6g—76. p. 435, &¢.

ven
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ANCIENT ENGLISH MINSTRELS. =xix

Even fo late as the reign of Henry VIII. the Reciters
of verfes, or moral fpeeches learnt by heart, intruded
without ceremony imto all companies ; not only in ta-
verns, but in the houfes of the nobility themfelves.
This we learn from Erafmus +, whofe argument led him
only to defcribe a fpecies of thefe men who pip ~NoT
siNG their compofitions ; but the others that ptp, en-
joyed without doubt the fame privileges.

The Reader will find that the Minftrels continued
down to the reign of Elizabeth; in whofe time they had
Joft much of their dignity, and were finking into con-
tempt and neglet. Yet ftill they fuftained a character
far fuperior to any thing we can conceive at prefent of
the fingers of old ballads 4.

When Queen Elizabeth was entertained at Killing-
worth Caftle by the Earl of Leicefter in 1575, among
the many devices and pageants which were exhibited for
her entertainment, one of the perfonages introduced was
that of an antient MinsTREL, whole appearance and
drefs arc fo minutely defcribed by a writer there prefent ,
and give us fo diftin@ an idea of the chara&ter, that 1
fhall quote the paffage at large.

<« A Person very meet feemed he for the purpofe, of
¢ a xlv years old, aparelled partly as he would himfelf.
¢ His cap off : his head feemly rounded tontter-wife||:
fair kembed, that with a fponge daintily dipt in a little
¢ capon’s greace, was finely fmoothed, to make it fhine
¢ like a mallard’s wing. His beard fmugly fhaven :
¢« and yet his fhirt after the new trink, with ruffs fair
¢ ftarched, fleeked and gliftering like a pair of new

o & o
-

-

+ See his EccLESIAST. ... . Irrumpunt in convivia mag-
nratum, aut in cauponas vinarics , et argumentim aliquod quod
edidicerunt recitant, &c. Jortin, vol. 2.p. 193.

4 Seevol. 2. p. 163.

1 R. L. {Langham] author of a letter 12mo. defcribing the
Queen’s entertainment at Killingworth in 1575. p. 46. (This
writer’s orthography is not here copied.)

|} ¢ Tonfure-wife,” after the manner of the Monks.

b 2 <¢ fhoes,
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XX AN ESSAY ON THE

¢ fhoes, marfhalled in good order with a fetting flick,

¢¢ and ftrut, ¢that’ every ruff ftood up like a wafer.

€

N

-

3

-~

€

-~

€

-

€

N

A

fide [i.e. long] gown of Kendale green, after the
frefhnefs of the year now, gathered at the neck with
a narrow gorget, faftened afore with a white clafp and
a keeper clofe up to the chin ; but eafily, for heat,
to undo when he lift. Seemly begirt in a red caddis
girdle : from that a pair of capped Sheffield knives

<« hanging a’ two fides. Out of "his bofom drawn forth

3

EN

-~

marked with a D for Damian,
batchelor yet.

-~
-~

a lappet of his napkin* edged with a blue lace, and
for he was but a

« His gown had fide [i.e. long] fleeves down to

<

-~

[

N

[

kN

-
-

- o
o o

-
-

¢ horn.

mid-leg, flit from the fhoulder to the hand, and lined
with white cotton. His doublet-fleeves of black
worfted : upon them a pair of points of tawny cham-
let laced along the wrift with blue threaden poinets|j, a
¢¢ weait towards the hands of fuftian-a-napes.
of red neather ftocks. A pair of pumps on his feet,
with a crofs cut at his toes for corns : not new indeed,
yet cleanly blackt with foot, and fhining as a fhoing

A pair

«¢ About his neck a red ribband fuitable to his girdle.

"
-

His nare in good grace dependent before him. His

«« wrEsT+ tyed to a green lace and hanging by:

€

-

€

EN

-~
-

[

~

<

-~

(1

-~

[flington.”

* i e. handkerchief, or cravat.

Under the gorget of his gown a fair flaggon chain,
(pewter I for) SILVER, as a sQUIRE MINSTREL OF
MippLESEX, that travelled the country this fummer
¢« feafon, unte fair and worfhipful mens houfes.
his chain hung a fcutcheon, with metal and colour,
refplendant upon his breaft, of the ancient arms of

From

| Perhaps points.
4 The key, or ferew, with which he tuned his harp.

1 The reader will remember that this was not a REAL MIN-
STREL, but only one perfonating that charaéter : his ornaments
therefore were only fuch as OUTWARDLY reprefented thofe of a

real Minftrel.

~—This
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ANCIENT ENGLISH MINSTRELS.  xxi

—This Minftrel is defcribed as belonging to that vil
fage. I fuppofe fuch as were retained by noble fa-
milies, wore their arms hanging down by a filver chain
as a kind of badge. From the expreflion of SQuirE
MinsTrEL above, we may conclude there were other
inferior orders, as YEoMeEn MinNsTRELS, or the like.

This Minftrel, the author tells us a little below, ¢ after
<< three lowly courtefies, cleared his voice with a hem,
<¢ ... and wiped his lips with the hollow of his hand for
¢ *filing his napkin, tempered a ftring or two with his
¢ wrEesT, and after a little warbling on his HarP for
¢¢ a prelude, came forth with a folemn fong, warranted
¢ for ftory out of King Arthur’s alts, &c.” This
fong the reader will find printed in this work, volume
I1I. pag. 25.

Towards the end of the fixteenth century this clafs of
men had loft all credit, and were funk fo low in the
public opinion, that in the 39th year of Elizabeth} a
ftatute was paffed by which ¢ Minftrels, wandering
¢¢ abroad” were included among ¢¢ rogues, vagabonds,
<¢and fturdy beggars,” and were adjudged to be punithed
as fuch. This a& feems to have put an end to the pro-
feflion, for after this time they are no longer mentioned.

-

I cannoT conclude this account of the ancient Min-
STRELS, without remarking that they are moft of them
reprefented to have been of the North. There is hardly
an ancient Ballad or Romance, wherein a Minftrel or
Harper appears, but he is charaterized by way of emi-
nence to have been ¢« or THE NorTH CounTrRIE *:”
and indeed the prevalence of the Northern diale¢t in fuch
kind of poems, fhews that this reprefentation is real.
The reafon of which feems to be this; the civilizing of
nations has begun from the South: the Neorth would
therefore be the laft civilized, and the old manners wauld

1 Vid. Pulton’s Stat. 1661. p. 1110. 39° Eliz.
¢ See p. 65. of this vol.

b3 longeft
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xxil AN ESSAY ON THE

longeft fubfift there. With the manners, the old poetry
that painted thefe manners would remain likewife ; and
in proportion as their boundaries became more contra&-
ed, and their neighbours refined, the postry of thofe
rude men would be more diftinétly peculiar, and that
peculiarity morc ftrikingly remarked.

The Reader will obferve in the more ancient ballads of
this colleétion, a caft of ftylec and meafure very different
from that of contemporary poets of a higher clafs : many
phrafes and idioms, which the Minftrels feem to have ap-
propriated to themfelves, and a very remarkable licence of
varying the accent of words at pleajure, in order to
humour the flow of the verfe, particularly in the rhimes :
as

Copntrie harpér barrél morning

Ladie Singer damsél loving,
inftead of country, lady, harper, finger, &c.—This li-
berty is but fparingly aflumed by the clafical peets of
the fame age; or even by the latter compofers of He-
roical Ballads : I mean by fuch as profefledly wrote for
the prefs. For it is to be obferved, that fo long as the
Minftrels fubfifted, they feem never to have defigned their
rhymes for publication, and probably never committed
them to writing themfelves ; what copies are preferved of
them werc doubtlefs taken down frem their mouths. But
as the old Minftrels gradually wore out, a new race of
ballad-writers fucceeded, an inferior fort of minor poets,
who wrote narrative fongs meerly for the prefs. Inftances
of both may be found in the reign of Elizabeth. The
two lateft pieces in the genuine ftrain of the old Min-
ftrelfy that I can difcover, are No. 11I. and IV. of Book
TII. in this volume. Lower than thefe I cannot trace
the old mode of writing.

‘The old Minftrcl-ballads are in the northern diale&,
abound with antique words and phrafes, are extremely
incorredt, and run into the utmoft licence of metre ; they
have alfo a romantic wildnefs, and are in the true {pirit
of chivalry.—The other fort are written in exater mea-

2 {ure,
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ANCIENT ENGLISH MINSTRELS. xxiii

fure, have a low or fubordinate corre@nefs, fometimes
bordering on the infipid, yet often well adapted to the
pathetic ; thefe are generally in the fouthern dialeét, ex-
hibit a more modern phrafeology, and are commonly
defcriptive of more modern manners.—To be fenfible of
the difference between them, let the Reader compare in
this volume No. III. of book III. with No. IX. of
Book II.

Towards the end of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, (as is
mentioned above) the genuine old Minftrelfy feems to
have been extin&, and thenceforth the ballads that were
produced were wholly of the latter kind, and thefe
came forth in fuch abundance, that in the reign of James
I they began to be eolleéted into little Mifcellanies
under the name of GarrLanDps, and at length to be
written purpofely for {uch colletions*.

* In the Pepyfian, and other libraries, are preferved a great
number of thefe in black letter, r2mo. under the following
quaint and affected titles, viz.

1. A Crowne Garland of Gouldsn Rofes gathered out of
England’s Royall Garden, &c. by Richard Johnfon, 1612.
{In the Bedleyan Library.] 2. The Golden Garland of
Princely Delight. 3. The Garland of Good-will, by T. D,
1631.——4. The Royal Garland of Love and Delight, by
T. D. 5. The Garland of Love and Mirth, by Thomas
Lanfier. 6. The Garland of Delight, &c. by Tho. Delone.
7. Cupid’s Garland fet round with guilded Rofes. 8. The
Garland of withered Rafes, by Martin Parker, 1656. 9«
The Shepherd’s Garland of Love, Loyalty, &c. 10. The
Country Garland. 11. The Golden Gailand of Mirth and
Merriment. 12. The Lover’s Garland. 13. Neptune’s
Fair Garland. 14. England’s fair Garland. 15. Robin,
Hood’s Garland. 16. The Lover's Garland.——17. The
Maiden's Garland.——18. A loyal Garland of Mirth and
Paftime. &c. &c, &c.

This fort of petty publications were anciently called PENNY-
MERRIMENTs : as little religious traéts of the fame fize went
by the name PENNY GoDLiINEssEs: In the Pepys Library are
multitudes of both kinds.

b 4 C O N-
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