
Monographs of the Palaeontographical Society
The Palaeontographical Society was established in 1847, and is the oldest Society devoted to study of palaeontology 
worldwide. Its primary role is to promote the description and illustration of the British fossil flora and fauna, 
via publication of an authoritative monograph series. These monographs cover a wide range of taxonomic groups, 
from microfossils, trilobites and ammonites through to Coal Measure plants, mammals and reptiles, and from 
all ages from Cambrian to Pleistocene. They form a benchmark for understanding the past life of the British Isles 
and many include the original descriptions of numerous key species.The first monograph (on the Crag Mollusca) 
was published in March 1848 and the Society still continues this work today. Notable authors in the series include 
Charles Darwin (fossil barnacles) and Richard Owen (dinosaurs and other extinct reptiles). Beginning in 2014, 
the Cambridge Library Collection and the Society are collaborating to reissue the earlier publications, focusing 
on monographs completed between 1848 and 1918.

The Fossil Fishes of the English Chalk
The Chalk Group of southern and eastern England preserves a rich marine fauna of Late Cretaceous age. In this 
work, first published in seven parts between 1902 and 1912, Arthur Smith Woodward (1864–1944) provides what 
remains the principal account of fossil fishes from these deposits. Woodward describes and illustrates over fifty 
genera of ray-finned, lobe-finned, and cartilaginous fishes. The three-dimensional preservation of some Chalk 
fishes allows Woodward to describe aspects of anatomy not visible in heavily compressed fossils of similar age 
from other localities. Woodward finds that the fine detail apparent in bony fish skulls from the Chalk provides 
evidence of a closer correspondence between Cretaceous species and their modern relatives than had previously 
been anticipated. This monograph represents one of Woodward’s last truly monumental contributions on fossil 
fishes, and was completed at around the time his scientific attention became increasingly dedicated to the now 
infamous Piltdown Man.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, 
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range 
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries, 
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files 
are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright 
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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