
Monographs of the Palaeontographical Society
The Palaeontographical Society was established in 1847, and is the oldest Society devoted to study of palaeontology 
worldwide. Its primary role is to promote the description and illustration of the British fossil flora and fauna, 
via publication of an authoritative monograph series. These monographs cover a wide range of taxonomic groups, 
from microfossils, trilobites and ammonites through to Coal Measure plants, mammals and reptiles, and from 
all ages from Cambrian to Pleistocene. They form a benchmark for understanding the past life of the British Isles 
and many include the original descriptions of numerous key species. The first monograph (on the Crag Mollusca) 
was published in March 1848 and the Society still continues this work today. Notable authors in the series include 
Charles Darwin (fossil barnacles) and Richard Owen (dinosaurs and other extinct reptiles). Beginning in 2014, 
the Cambridge Library Collection and the Society are collaborating to reissue the earlier publications, focusing 
on monographs completed between 1848 and 1918.

A Monograph of the Crag Mollusca
The Pliocene–Pleistocene Crags of East Anglia are an incredibly rich source of fossil shells, many belonging to 
extant Boreal and Mediterranean genera. Dominated by marine gastropods and bivalves, the deposits also contain 
evidence of terrestrial and non-marine gastropods and bivalves, brachiopods, and extensive epifauna including 
bryozoans. Published between 1848 and 1879 in four volumes, the latter two being supplements with further 
descriptions and geological notes, this monograph by Searles Valentine Wood (1798–1880) covers more than 
650 species and varieties of fossil mollusc. For each species Wood gives a synonymy, diagnosis (in Latin), 
full description, dimensions, occurrence and remarks. The supplements also provide a breakdown of the species 
and their current distribution. The detailed plates were prepared by the conchologist George Brettingham Sowerby 
and his namesake son. Volume 2 (1851–61) covers bivalves and brachiopods, illustrated in 31 plates.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, 
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range 
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries, 
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files 
are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright 
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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