
Polar Exploration
This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of early expeditions to 
the Arctic and the Antarctic. Huge resources were invested in such endeavours, particularly 
the search for the North-West Passage, which, if successful, promised enormous strategic 
and commercial rewards. Cartographers and scientists travelled with many of the expeditions, 
and their work made important contributions to earth sciences, climatology, botany and zoology. 
They also brought back anthropological information about the indigenous peoples of the Arctic 
region and the southern fringes of the American continent. The series further includes dramatic 
and poignant accounts of the harsh realities of working in extreme conditions and utter isolation 
in bygone centuries.

The Lands of Silence
Sir Clements R. Markham (1830–1916) had succumbed to smoke after accidentally igniting 
his bedclothes while reading by candlelight; the task of completing this history therefore fell 
to his friend and fellow geographer F.H.H. Guillemard (1852–1933), who published it in 1921. 
In the course of his long career, Markham had sailed to the Arctic in search of Sir John Franklin, 
jeopardised his job in the India Office by joining the British attempt to reach the North Pole 
in 1875–6, and served as president of the Royal Geographical Society, sending Robert Falcon 
Scott on his first expedition to Antarctica. His extensive knowledge of the prominent polar 
explorers and expeditions of his day lends this publication an especial interest and authority. 
Enhanced by a number of maps and illustrations, the book also considers certain scientific 
and economic developments, notably the growth of the whaling industry.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from 
its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and 
students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge 
Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance 
to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in 
the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and 
other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge 
University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to 
capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a 
consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that 
the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value 
(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range 
of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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The Lands of Silence
A History of Arctic and Antarctic Exploration

Clements R .  Markham 
Edited by F.H.H.  Guillemard
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108076876

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2015

This edition first published 1921
This digitally printed version 2015

isbn  978-1-108-07687-6  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of oversize plates 
which it has not been possible to reproduce to scale in this edition.

They can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108076876
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