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Books of enduring scholarly value

Botany and Horticulture

Until the nineteenth century, the investigation of natural phenomena, plants
and animals was considered either the preserve of elite scholars or a pastime
for the leisured upper classes. As increasing academic rigour and system-
atisation was brought to the study of ‘natural history’, its subdisciplines
were adopted into university curricula, and learned societies (such as the
Royal Horticultural Society, founded in 1804) were established to support
research in these areas. A related development was strong enthusiasm for
exotic garden plants, which resulted in plant collecting expeditions to every
corner of the globe, sometimes with tragic consequences. This series includes
accounts of some of those expeditions, detailed reference works on the flora of
different regions, and practical advice for amateur and professional gardeners.

Pot-Pourri from a Surrey Garden

Mrs C.W. Earle (1836-1925) was born into the minor aristocracy as Maria
Theresa Villiers. After training as an artist, she married Captain C.W. Earle,
who inherited family property which enabled a comfortable lifestyle with a
town house in London and a small property with a large garden in Surrey.
Earle’s designs for her garden were much admired by her artistic and literary
circle, and she was encouraged to write down her gardening advice. With the
help of her niece, Lady Constance Lytton (who provides an appendix on
Japanese flower arranging), she published this book, the first of three, in 1897,
and it was a great and immediate success. The reader is addressed directly and
engagingly on topics ranging from gardening and cookery books to planting
schemes, healthy recipes, interior decoration, and the rearing of boys and
girls, together with plenty of practical advice on all aspects of gardening.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1897
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-07667-8 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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‘Often times he would make it his prayer that he
should not be accounted as an hypocrite by reason that
his life sorted not with his teaching ; insisting there is
a duality in unity in most of us, and that to a writer
it hath still been permitted (not for his own behoof,
since what true profit is there to a man in seeming

that he is not?) to put his better mind in his books’
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PREFACE

—————

THESE ‘Notes’ would never have been extracted
from me without the encouragement I have received
from all my dear nieces, real and adopted, and the
very practical assistance of one of them. Now that
the book is written, I can only hope that it will not

prove too great a disappointment to them all.
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