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Until the nineteenth century, the investigation of natural phenomena,
plants and animals was considered either the preserve of elite scholars or
a pastime for the leisured upper classes. As increasing academic rigour
and systematisation was brought to the study of ‘natural history’,

its subdisciplines were adopted into university curricula, and learned
societies (such as the Royal Horticultural Society, founded in 1804) were
established to support research in these areas. A related development

was strong enthusiasm for exotic garden plants, which resulted in plant
collecting expeditions to every corner of the globe, sometimes with tragic
consequences. This series includes accounts of some of those expeditions,
detailed reference works on the flora of different regions, and practical
advice for amateur and professional gardeners.

Memoirs and Memories

Mrs C.W. Earle (1836-1925) was born into the minor aristocracy as Maria
Theresa Villiers. After training as an artist, she married Captain C.W. Earle,
who inherited family wealth which enabled a comfortable lifestyle with a
town house in London and a small property with a large garden in Surrey.
Earle’s designs for her garden were much admired by her circle, and she
was encouraged to write down her gardening advice. She published three
volumes of ‘pot-pourri from a Surrey garden’ (also reissued in this series)
between 1897 and 1903, but these works were not restricted to gardening,
and contained thoughts on travel and art, and also on the importance

of diet to health. Published in 1911, these reminiscences are dedicated

to her grandchildren, and contain her parents’ history as well as her own
memories of a privileged upbringing among the literary and artistic giants
of mid-Victorian England.
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that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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1 offer my best thanks to my friend Miss Ethel Case who
with untiring patience and zeal helped me through the

tiresome labours of compiling this book.
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INTRODUCTION

TO MY GRANDCHILDREN
MARGARET AND EVELYN EARLE

I DEDICATE THIS BOOK

My DEAR CHILDREN,—

I have written this book with the hope that when
you are older and your Granny will no longer be here,
but numbered with those who have gone before, it may
interest you to read about times and people and relations
and forefathers you have never known. Certainly but for
this hope I should never have had the courage or the
energy to face the reading and sorting of the mass of old
letters, and selecting those that seemed to contain interest,
not only for you, but also for the general reader. I will
now tell you how these papers were so long preserved and
how they came into my possession. When my father was
sent to the south of France in 1843, so ill that he never
came back, all his letters and papers were locked up in
cupboards in his library at the new house which he had
lately bought in Rutland Gate. My mother never had
the courage to sort or destroy these papers. The room was
afterwards our schoolroom. I had been told that the
papers in the mysterious closed cupboards had belonged

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108076630
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07663-0 - Memoirs and Memories
Mrs C.W. Earle

Frontmatter

More information

viii INTRODUCTION

to my father, and I longed to know more of their contents.
Once, I remember, while I was still a child, the cupboards
were opened and revealed, amongst the masses of papers,
mummied cats and other Egyptian fragments, brought
home by my father from his travels in Egypt and his visit
to the Pyramids long before his marriage. These had to
be thrown away, and the cupboards dusted out, but the
letters were put back and the doors were again closed and
locked. After the death of our kind uncle, Lord Clarendon,
in 1870, my mother had to leave our old home at Grove
Mill, lent to her for so many years, as it was left as a dower-
house to my aunt, Lady Clarendon. My uncle had suggested
in his will that my mother should have a smaller house on
the Grove estate. But as, at this time, we were all married,
she thought this would be lonely, and too much out of the
world. She preferred going to live in the Isle of Wight,
where she had many happy associations and liked the
climate, so she took a house at Ryde. The London house
was sold, and the contents of the cupboards in Rutland Gate
were put into boxes and sent down to her new home. Ioften
tried to make her turn out the boxes with me, and once or
twice we actually began to sort some packets of the letters.
This led her to recount to me certain missing links in the
family history. But the work tired and depressed her,
and nothing more came of it. Twenty years after she went
to Ryde my mother died, and the three unopened boxes
came to me here. Life has been full and time passes with
fearful rapidity in old age, and it was not till last winter
(x910) that I resolved to go through these papers, tried to
select the most characteristic letters and those most likely
to give you some idea of your great-grandparents of the
Villiers and Liddell families, from whom both your father
and mother have sprung. My aim has been to correct
and explain the letters as I might do if you, my grandchildren,
were grown up and looking over my shoulder, asking me
questions while I spread out the old packets, yellow with
age, and revealed their contents, so long hid from view,
tied up with that enduring official pink-tape. How far you
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will think I have succeeded in doing what I proposed, it is
difficult for me to know.

Before beginning my work of reading the old papers, I
own I expected to find letters of interest on great public
matters. Of these there were exceedingly few. The Villiers
family were very clever people, but they wrote too many
letters, met each other too often, were too much engrossed
in each other’s health and domestic affairs, to touch in their
correspondence on subjects which they considered belonged
to official life. That is to say, allusions are often made to
official questions, but these are superficial, and without a
code with which to interpret their meaning, they are mostly
unintelligible.

What I did find was a series of human documents,
revelations of character and of old-fashioned sentiment,
and pathetic details of partings and death. I was startled
to realise the great changes that have occurred even in my
lifetime with regard to all the manners and customs which
are the very warp and woof of our lives, such as the opinions
and practice of religion, popular science as it affects accepted
beliefs, the knowledge of hygiene and medicine, family
expenses, not to mention travel and social manners. It is
well to read and recognise through such different manners
and customs the same human nature which belongs to every
family and to every individual in every generation. The
small things of life, even concerning people in no way out
of the common, have a living interest to many. An example
of this is seen in that wonderful human document ‘ A Week
at Waterloo,” by Lady de Lancey, which so stirred the
emotions and the admiration of the two great novelists,
Walter Scott and Charles Dickens. Although the scenes
it describes are more remote from us now, it still remains
the highest example I know of how the account of an actual
experience, written by a young widowed bride and told with
absolute simplicity and truth, can move our hearts more
deeply and more powerfully than the highest literary flights
of the writer of fiction.

My mother had the same habit of hoarding her letters
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X INTRODUCTION

as the Villiers family, and the letters I found after her
death led me on, through her life, to my own. With
these written records I have linked up some of my own
memories, woven in some of my own experiences, and so
brought this little chain of family history nearly up to

date,
Your loving Granny,
MARIA THERESA EARLE.
‘WoODLANDS,
CoBHAM,
SURREY.
March, 1911.
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