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Books of enduring scholarly value

Zoology

Until the nineteenth century, the investigation of natural phenomena, plants
and animals was considered either the preserve of elite scholars or a pastime
for the leisured upper classes. As increasing academic rigour and system-
atisation was brought to the study of ‘natural history’, its subdisciplines were
adopted into university curricula, and learned societies (such as the London
Zoological Society, founded in 1826) were established to support research
in these areas. These developments are reflected in the books reissued in
this series, which describe the anatomy and characteristics of animals
ranging from invertebrates to polar bears, fish to birds, in habitats from
Arctic North America to the tropical forests of Malaysia. By the middle of
the nineteenth century, this work and developments in research on fossils
had resulted in the formulation of the theory of evolution.

The Life and Letters of Gilbert White of Selborne

Published in 1901, this illustrated two-volume biography of the renowned
English naturalist Gilbert White (1720-93) presents a thorough account

of his life and achievements. Prepared by White’s great-great-nephew
Rashleigh Holt-White (1826-1920), it incorporates a selection of White’s
correspondence with family and friends, providing valuable insights into
his beliefs and character. Included are letters sent by White’s lifelong friend
John Mulso (1721-91), who praised the naturalist’s work, predicting it
would ‘immortalise€’ White and his Hampshire village. Still considered a
classic text, The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne (1789), featuring
White’s careful observations of local flora and fauna, is also reissued in the
Cambridge Library Collection. In the present work, Holt-White sought to
correct the ‘erroneous statements’ that had previously been made about his
relative. Volume 2 traces White’s life from September 1776, considering the
impact of the loss of family members, and his legacy after his death.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1901
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-07649-4 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of oversize plates
which it has not been possible to reproduce to scale in this edition.
They can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108076494
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