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Books of enduring scholarly value

Botany and Horticulture

Until the nineteenth century, the investigation of natural phenomena, plants and
animals was considered either the preserve of elite scholars or a pastime for the
leisured upper classes. As increasing academic rigour and systematisation was
brought to the study of ‘natural history’, its subdisciplines were adopted into
university curricula, and learned societies (such as the Royal Horticultural Society,
founded in 1804) were established to support research in these areas. A related
development was strong enthusiasm for exotic garden plants, which resulted in
plant collecting expeditions to every corner of the globe, sometimes with tragic
consequences. This series includes accounts of some of those expeditions, detailed
reference works on the flora of different regions, and practical advice for amateur
and professional gardeners.

London Parks and Gardens

Brought up among the extensive grounds of her family home at Didlington Hall
in Norfolk, Alicia Amherst (1865-1941) was a keen gardener from an early age.
Especially interested in socially beneficial gardening, she sat on the board of the
Chelsea Physic Garden from 1900, encouraged the growing of smoke-resistant
flowers in poor urban areas, and promoted the greater use of allotments and school
gardens during the First World War. Long regarded as a significant work for its
thorough yet accessible approach, this well-researched historical and horticultural
survey first appeared in 1907 under her married name of the Honourable Mrs Evelyn
Cecil. Beautifully illustrated throughout, it covers London’s royal and other parks
as well as less obvious green spaces such as squares, burial grounds, and Inns of Court.
A map and plant lists are also included. Ambherst’s History of Gardening in England
(1895) is also reissued in this series.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 88s, United Kingdom
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1907
This digitally printed version 2015

ISBN 978-1-108-07599-2 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates,
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these
images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108075992
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“ Reade the whole and then judge”

JouN CHRISTOPHERSON,
Bishop of Chichester, 1554
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PREFACE

In spite of the abundance of books on London, not
one exists which tells the story of the Parks and
Gardens as a whole. Some of the Royal Parks have
been dealt with, and most of the Municipal Parks, but
in separate works. When Squares are touched on, in
guide-books, or in volumes to themselves, the Gardens
are for the most part left alone, and gossip of the
inhabitants forms the centre of the narrative. This is
the case also with public buildings and private houses
which have gardens attached to them. To give a
sketch of the history of the more important Parks and
Gardens, and to point out any features of horticultural
interest, is the object of the following pages. London
is such a wide word, and means such a different area
at various periods, that it has been necessary to make
some hard and fast rule to define the scope of this
work. I have, therefore, decided to keep strictly to
the limits of the County of London within the official
boundaries of the London County Council at the present
time.

I would express my thanks to the authorities of the

v
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vi PREFACE

Parks, both Royal and Municipal, for their courtesy in
affording me information, and to many friends who
have facilitated my search in historical and private
gardens. I am also extremely grateful to my friend,
Miss Margaret MacArthur, who has assisted me in the
tedious task of correcting proofs. The lists of trees
and shrubs, and of plants in the beds in Hyde Park, were
kindly drawn up for me by the Park Superintendent,
the late Mr. Jordan, with the consent of H.M. Office

of Works.

ALICIA M. CECIL.

10 Earon Pracs,
August 1907.
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