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Books of enduring scholarly value

History of Medicine

It is sobering to realise that as recently as the year in which On the Origin
of Species was published, learned opinion was that diseases such as typhus
and cholera were spread by a ‘miasma’, and suggestions that doctors should
wash their hands before examining patients were greeted with mockery

by the profession. The Cambridge Library Collection reissues milestone
publications in the history of Western medicine as well as studies of

other medical traditions. Its coverage ranges from Galen on anatomical
procedures to Florence Nightingale’s common-sense advice to nurses, and
includes early research into genetics and mental health, colonial reports on
tropical diseases, documents on public health and military medicine, and
publications on spa culture and medicinal plants.

Biographical Memoirs of Medicine in Great Britain

In this absorbing work of medical history, the physician and writer

John Aikin (1747-1822) brings together biographical information on a
selection of Britain’s early medics, shedding light on the lives, works and
quirks of more than fifty medical writers, surgeons and physicians between
the thirteenth and seventeenth centuries. Outlining the roles played by
major figures in the great medical advances that marked this period, the
book was first published in 1780, prior to Aikin’s move to Great Yarmouth
in 1784 to practise medicine. However, his political beliefs and dissenting
views regarding the Church of England contributed to his unpopularity
in the area, prompting his move to London and greater literary freedom.
Over the years, he produced a broad range of published works, including
his historically valuable Description of the Country from Thirty to Forty
Miles Round Manchester (1795), which is also reissued in the Cambridge
Library Collection.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1780
This digitally printed version 2015
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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P R EF A C E

HE Volume here prefented to

the public is not fuch as the

author wifhed it, but fuch as
he has been able to make it. Inftead
of a complete Medical Biography of
Great Britain, he has been obliged to
confine himfelf to fome Biographical
Memoirs of Medicine; and thefe, inftead
of deriving from obfcure and antient
records, he has drawn only from fources
opened fince the revival of literature.
How far his plan is really the worfe
for this deviation, he fubmits to the

judgment of each reader; but he thinks
az himfelf
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iv PRETFACE.

himfelf obliged to fay a few words
refpecting the caufe of it.

Tue firft circumftance which made
him fenfible of having fketched out a
plan beyond his abilities fully to
execute, was the perufal of Dr. Mil-
ward’s Invitatory Letter, publifhed in
1740 ; the defign of which was to
folicit the aid of the learned in com-
pofing juft fuch a work as that proje&ed
by himfelf. The numerous and abftrufe
objets of enquiry ftarted in this pam-
phlet, are fufficient to deter any perfon
from the purfuit, who is not poflefled
of a great deal of knowledge and leifure,
together with the opportunity of free
accefs to every help for ftudying fuccefs-
fully queftions of remote antiquity.
Accordingly, it appears from the event,
that Dr. Milward’s {cheme was un-
finithed and forgotten,

Tue affiftances the prefent writer
had flattered himfelf with the hope of
obtaining,
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PRETFACE. \4

obtaining, by means of his Addrefs to
the Public, fell fo much fhort of his
expeQations, that even had the fubje&
been much lefs extenfive, he muft have
abandoned the profecution of his
original defign. He foon perceived,
that of all the materials for information,
printed books were alone what he had
any chance of procuring. This, at once,
reduced his plan to the compafs of a
comparatively modern period. He was
further mortified with the profpe& of
not accomplithing even zhis part of his
defign fo perfectly as he thought to have
done. After the moft extenfive enqui-
ries, many of the publications he had
lifts of were no where to be found;
and a few, though known to exift,
were locked up in libraries, the rules
of which did not allow of their being
lent for perufal, on any intereft or
fecurity whatfoever,

ArTER this free confeffion, it will
probably be afked, ¢ Why publith at
all
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vi PR ETFACE.

all a work acknowledged fo incom-
plete 2’  The author can only anfwer,
that in the judgment of many refpect-
able friends, the materials he had col-
leGted were too valuable to be thrown
away ; and that he could not fuppofe
his work would be improved by mere
delay of publication. And after all, he
could not think his deficiencies ex-
tremely interefting to the medical hiftory
of the period he has chofen. Of the
more important printed works, feveral
copies muft be imagined to exift, all
of which could fcarcely efcape a dili-
gent fearch continued for fome years.
He trufts it will appear that they have
not; and that a tolerable idea may be
formed of the ftate of medicine and
its practitioners, during a confiderable
portion of time, from the memoirs he
has been able to compile.

SoMmE of the author’s moft efteemed
medical correfpondents have hinted a
defire
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PR ETFACE. vii

defire, that he would confine his re-
fearches to the progrefs of the ars,
without troubling himfelf with the
biography of its profeffors. He is fen-
fible that this is indeed the moft ufeful
and eflential part of his undertaking;
and he has, accordingly, by an account
of every thing that feemed new and
important in all the publications which
came before him, attempted to fulfil
this intention. But he could not
perfuade himfelf to forego the oppor-
tunities which offered of adding fome-
what to the ftock of Britifh Biography ;
and of throwing due luftre on the
chara&ers of men, not lefs eftimable
for liberal manners and literary endow-
ments, than for fkill in their proper
profeffion.

SHourp this work be favoured
with the public approbation and en-
couragement, the author may pro-
bably be induced to purfue the fame

plan
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viii PRETFACE.

plan through fucceeding periods, which
prefent objets {till more interefting,
and lefs liable to deficiency in the
execution. He has already made fome
advance in this defign.

He concludes, with returning his
grateful acknowledgments to thofe Gen-
tlemen who have forwarded his work,
as well by their judicious advice, as by
the books they have tran{mitted. If
the performance he ventures to offer
them, fhall in any degree anfwer their
expectations of information or amufe-
ment, he doubts not but they will
confider themfelves as {ufficiently
repaid.

CHR O-
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CHRONOLOGICAL SERIES

PERSONS or waom MEMOIRS

ARE GIVEN IN THIS WORK.

Born., Flourifhed. Died.

RICHARDUSANGL!CUS,— 1230. —
Nicoras pe FERNEHAM, - —_ 1241,
Jou~ GrLEs, orDE}

—  13th, century., —
Sancro Zgibpio,

HucHu or Evesnam, — —_ 1287.
GiLseErTUS ANGLICcUs, — endofijth.cent. —
JounorGaDpDESDEN, — begin. of 14th. cent. —
WiLLiam GrisaunT, — anoldmanini35o. —
Joux ArpERN, —_ 1370. —
Jou~n MaRrRFELDE, — begin.of 15th. cent, «=
Nriceoras HosTREsHAM, — 1443, —
Joun PurEas, —_ —_— 1465.
Taomas Livacre, 1460, —_ 1524.
Wirriam BurTs, — - 1545.
Joun CuaMBRE, —_ - 1549.
Anprew BorpE, — —_ 1549,
b Epwarp
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X CHRONOLOGICAL SERIES:
Born. Flourifhed. Died,
Epwarp WorToN, 1492. — 1555.
Tromas Vicary, —_ 1540. —_
GeorGE OwWEN,, —_ — 1558,
RoBerT RECORDE, —_— —_ 1558.
Avsayw Hyry, -— — 1559,
Tuomas PHAYER, - — 1560.
Tuomas GiBson, —_— —_ 1562,
WiLriam TurNER, —_ —_— 1568,
Jou~n CLEMENT, _ _— 1572,
Traomas Galg, 1507. —_ —
Joun Kave, orCarus, 1510, — 1573.
Wirriam CUNINGHAM, — 1559. —
Wicriam BuLrLevynw, — —_— 1576.
Ricaarp CaLbwart, —_ —_ 1585,
Joun SEcuris, —_ 1566. -—
GrorGE ETHERIDGE, 1518, —_ —
Joun Jones, — 1572, —_
GeorGE Bakeg, —_— 1574. —
Jou~ BanisTER, — 1575. —
WaLTer Barey, 1529, — 1593.
THoMas MoureT, —_ — about 1600,
Jou~n Harvrg, 1529. —_ —_—
JounDavipRHESE, 1534, — 1609.
WiLvriam BuTLer, 15335, — 1618.
Wirriam GILRERT, 1540, — 1603.
WirLiam CrLowes, — 1573. —_
PeTERrR Lowe, —_ — 1612,
Francis ANTHONY, 1550, — 1623,
RicHarDp BawisTER, —_— anoldmanini16zz,
Marraew GwinNg, — —_ 1627.
PHILEMON
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CHRONOLOGICAL SERIES. xi

Born,  Flourifhed. Died,

Puairemon Horranp, 1551, — 1636.

THEOoDORE GOULSTON, — — 1632,
EpwarD JorRDEN, 1569, — 1632.
Joun Woobpatr, 1569. —_ —_—

THEOD. TURQ}JET§ 1573, — 1655.

De MAYERNE,

RoserT FLUDD, 1574, — 1637.
Tuomas WINSTON, 1575, — 16535.
Tosias VENNER, 1577, —_ 1660.
Wirriam Harvey, 1578, — 1658.
Francis Grissow, 1597, —_ 1677,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108075947
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07594-7 - Biographical Memoirs of Medicine in Great Britain: From the
Revival of Literature to the Time of Harvey

John Aikin

Frontmatter

More information

ER R AT A

Page g, line ult. In following my authority too
implicitly, I have not recolleéted that N. de Ferneham
is faid (p. 5.) to have been court phyfician to king
Henry I1IL
P. 71, L 7, for ele&toi read ele&tios

197, §, jor pharmacopea read pharmacopeeia.
222, 18and 21, for pharmacopeearead pharmacopeeia.
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