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Books of enduring scholarly value

Slavery and Abolition

The books reissued in this series include accounts of historical events and
movements by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, as well as landmark studies
that assembled significant source materials or developed new historiographical
methods. The series includes work in social, political and military history on

a wide range of periods and regions, giving modern scholars ready access to
influential publications of the past.

A Representation of the Injustice and
Dangerous Tendency of Tolerating Slavery

This work by the anti-slavery campaigner Granville Sharp (1735-1813) brings
together legal and historical documents, as well as the author’s own legal
arguments, demonstrating that slavery was illegal and therefore could not be
upheld in England. Furthering his own intellectual development while working
for a linen draper, Sharp later became a government clerk and pursued a
writing career. His awakening to the horrors of the slave trade resulted from
a chance encounter with an injured slave seeking help from his physician
brother. Carrying out the necessary legal research, Sharp published this book
in 1769 to demonstrate that slavery has no basis in English law. In 1772,

the landmark case of James Somerset was brought before Lord Mansfield,
who upheld Sharp’s contention: as a result, it was henceforth understood that
any slave reaching the shores of England became free. Sharp’s memoirs of his
life are also reissued in this series.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1769
This digitally printed version 2014

ISBN 978-1-108-07565-7 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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A
REPRESENTATION
OF THE

Injuftice and Dangerous Tendency
o F
TOLERATING SLAVERY;

OR OF

ADMITTING THE LEAST CLAIM

o F

Private Property in the Perfons of Men,
in England.

IN FOUR PARTS.

CONTAINING,

I. Remarks on an Opinion given in the Year 1729, by the (then)
Attorney General and Sollicitor General, concerning the Cafe
of Slaves in Great Britain.

II. The Anfwer to an Objeftion, which has been made to the
foregoing Remarks.

I1I. An Examination of the Advantages and Difadvantages of
tolerating Slavery in England. The latter are illuftrated by fome
Remarks on the Spirit of the Plantation Laws, occafionally in-
troduced in Notes, which demonftrate the cruel Oppreflion, not
only of Slaves, but of Free Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians,
and even of Chriftian White Servants in the Britith Colonies.

IV. Some Remarks on the ancient Villenage, thewing, that the

obfolete Laws and Cuftoms, which favoured that horrid Op-
preffion, cannot juftify the Adiniffion of the modern Weft Indian
Slavery into this Kingdom, nor the leaft Claim of Property, or
Right of Service, deducible therefrom.

BY GRANVILLE -SHARP.

L O N D O N:

PRINTED FOR BENJAMIN WHITE, (N0.63 ) IN FLEET-
STREET, AND ROBERT HORSFIELD, (NO. 22 ) IN
LUDGATE-STREET.

MDCCLXIX.
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