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PREFACE.

ABOUT the time that a Monument to Mr. Granville
Sharp’s memory was erected in Westminster Abbey by
the African Institution, it was understood to be the
intention of that body to publish an account of the
services which he had rendered to the cause of African
freedom. This intention being communicated to Mr.
Sharp’s family, they were desirous of enlarging the
proposal so far as to include a memorial of his whole
life; and the plan being determined, the task of per-
forming it was assigned to an intimate friend, whose
abilities and professional character rendered him emi-
nently suited to the undertaking. The pressure of
other occupations induced him after a time to relin-
quish it; and I received a request from the Executrix
that I would take the charge on myself. Obligations
of gratitude to the Family precluded refusal on my
part; and my high respect for the Person whose life

was to be the subject of the Memoirs, made me accede
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> 48] PREFACE,

cheerfully to the proposal : but in giving my consent,
I did not form an adequate idea of the task in which
I was about to engage. The most voluminous and
diffuse documents were consigned to my care, from
which I had to extract whatever might be thought
useful to the public, and (what was far more difhicult)
in which I was to discover and trace a connected thread
of Mr. Sharp’s progressive actions through his leng
and important life.

That such a task would be tedious, it was easy to
anticipate. But it has been further protracted by
causes which could not be foreseen,—by the suffering
of repeated illness since the period when I first printed
my Prospectus—of illness aggravated not unfrequently
by an apprehension that, as the real cause of the delay
could be known only to a few, I might suffer no slight
imputation of neglect in the performance of what I had
undertaken.

I have, however, persevered at every interval of
amendment ; and have reason to hope, that I have
finally omitted nothing that materially affects the
exemplary man whose history is to be told. At the
same time, conscious that contemporary biography

loses something of its value by each year of delay, I
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PREFACE, X111

have endeavoured occasionally to compress the indiv:-
dual, and enlarge the géneral interest of the Narrative,
so as in some measure to compensate the time that has
elapsed. Ihave also prefixed anecdotes of Mr. Sharp’s
immediate predecessors, which,from the eminent station
of one of them, and the exemplary beneficence of all,
may be thought to add value to my work.

As Mr. Granville Sharp’s Memoirs are of a very
complicated kind, it is necessary that I should say a
few words of the method which I have pursued in the
arrangement of them.

And first, that I might render a distinct account of
the benefits which he conferred on his age, I have
thought it expedient, in consideration of the variety
of his actions, to attend rather to the chronology of
each action separately, than to that of his whole life
collectively. A man busied with one object or in one
pursuit alone, may be followed chronologically,through
the whole of his action, with advantage ; but when the
objects and avocations are numerous, as in the instance
of Mr. Sharp, it would be merely to perplex the
reader’s attention to adhere to that mode of proceed-
ing, and to shift him at every instant, like Ariosto’s

readers, from one subject to another. I have therefore
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X1V PREFACE.

continued to trace each of his actions through its
progress to its final term ; and, of course, the begin-
ning of every new subject is of an earlier date than
the conclusion of the preceding one. With this ruling
view I have united as much general regularity of dates,
as the nature of such a method would allow.

But of a life so extensively varied, it is nearly im-
possible to collect all the particulars : many circum-
stances, which became immediate springs of action to
a mind promptly excited to beneficence, were probably
known solely to himself, or their detail has perished
with those who are gone before us. Whatever docu-
ments, however, were left by him, regarding topics
of interest, are here preserved, even although the
knowledge of some of the facts to which they relate
may still remain imperfect. At the same time, some
particulars which I have preserved may be thought
too minute for general interest; but it is only by a
detail of the many minute acts of goodness to which
he directed his attention, that his character can be fully
shown : and perhaps some degree even of tediousness
in the narrative was necessary, in order to establish it
completely.

In reading the lives of men who have been renowned
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PREFACE. XV

in distant times and countries, our principal object is
to learn the actions which they performed: in those
of our own countrymen, and in eur own time, our
curiosity is raised to learn the manner, rather than the
history, of their proeeedings. We are all of us more
or less acquainted with what they have done, and our
desire is to learn by what means they have done it.
In the present instance, 1 have endeavoured to exhibit
the character in this respeet, by adverting princi-
pally to his own Notes and Letters. It has been
less my endeavour to be the relater of his life, than to
make him speak for himself; to show him in his own
Memoranda,—which I have therefore kept as distinct
as possible, sometimes at the risk of appearing abrupt.

Conceiving, as I do, that Mr. Sharp was one of
those men whose name is likely to gb- down to late
posterity, I have united with his private actions as
much of the general history of the concerns in which
he took part, as may render his Memoirs net wholly an
unimportant document to the historian of events.

His life may be divided under four principal heads.

1. The Liberation of African Slaves in England.

2. The Colonization of Sierra Leone.

3. The Establishment of Episcopacy in America.

4. The Abolition of the Slave Trade.
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XVl PREFACE.

To these may be added, his attempt to reconcile the
British Colonies with England, at the commencement
of the American troubles.—Were there no other records,
these will probably be thought sufficient to give im-
portance to his Memoirs; yet they form a part only of
the promiscuous range of action to which his benevo-
lence gave birth.

““ If a good man were a great one,” said a friend to
me, whose talents the public has justly appreciated,
“ you have an excellent subject for a Memoir.” As
this sentiment seemed to place goodness in the second
degree of rank, I was surprised at hearing it from
one who has proved himself capable of feeling and
expressing many of the finer emotions of the heart.
With due deference to talents of every kind, I conceive
the highest object of literary composition to be moral
wtility; and I consider the pretensions to fame of
every writer, nay, the very name even of a poet himself,
to be forfeited, when that great end of literature is
abandoned or perverted. Dangerous examples may
arise, which have a tendency to impress a contrary
belief. They have arisen in the present day, to the
regret of every friend to genius, in works which, but
for their deficiency in this important point, are entitled

to strong claims on our admiration. But, dangerous
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PREFACE. xVil

as such examples are to the real interests of literature,
it is consoling to think that they cannot ultimately be
fatal, because, as far as their influence on other writers
extends, the consequences must appear, on reflection,
prejudicial to that which every writer values in a very
high degree,—the stability of his reputation.

A desire to promote the interests of virtue will be
found to be not the measure of the honesty only of
the literary man, but to include also that of his
understanding and fame. A full sense of the loveli-
ness and pre-excellence of virtue, 1s indispensable in the
character of those who lay claim to the highest human
capacity. Virtue is the truth of moral relations.
That which all agree to call by the name of virtue, is
that which the consenting acknowledgment of all men
in all ages has demonstrated to be most right, because
most useful; and whatever deviation either our passions
or our interests may seem to justify in our own sight,
he who mistakes deviation for rectitude will fairly be
suspected of unsound faculties.

The writer, or poet, therefore, who deserts his moral
obligations to his fellow-creatures, by failing to impress
images of excellence on the mind, does not write for

immortality. The course of time affords examples of

C
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XViil PREFACE.

the stable permanence of fame in those writers only, in
whose works a sense of religion and virtue holds a con-
spicuous station. Homer, Pindar, Plato, Virgil, Horace,
Cicero, and as many more as are eminent on record,
are instances of this truth. The first of those here
named, ranking the highest in fame, has, it is true,
been sometimes considered chiefly as the dramatist, the
natural representer of human passions; and his emi-
nence attributed to this cause. But, besides the exalted
tenour of innumerable virtuous sentiments dispersed
through the Iliad, that work is distinguished above
most others by its frequent reference of all that is
passing, 1n 1ts greatest events, to the deities who
preside over human actions. I do not speak of the
good sense, or the absurdity, of those supposed deities :
they were the religion of Homer’s time; and the
submission of all human actions to their influence
(absurdly called machinery), is one great source of the
dignity of Homer’s work.

The case is, in this respect, the same with those far
sublimer Writings, which we Christians venerate.
Exclusively of the reference of the Old Testament
to the later events of Christianity, the history in itself

impresses us with awe, inasmuch as it is the history
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PREFACE. X1X

of a guiding Providence over the progress of a favoured
nation. It is, in fact, a history of the dispensations of
Providence ; and it is this never-ceasing reference to a
superintending Divinity, kept constantly in view, which
gives it a dignity and an authority surpassing all other
histories in the world.

Indeed, considering the immensely powerful effect
produced on the reader, or hearer, by this circumstance,
it appears surprising, that the mode (if I may use that
term) of the sacred narration has been so rarely
imitated. Among the ancients, as I before observed,
Homer, as an epic poet, has made the greatest similar
attempt. Our own Milton has followed the same path ;
towhich he wasled by the nature of his subject. Among
modern historians, I find one instance only of daring to
look up to so high an example, in the admirable Moral
Survey of English History by Mr. Sharon Turner,—
a work secure of increasing estimation.

With similar observation,—with unerring reference
to the Author and Guide of all,—the subject of these
Memoirs traced, in thought, in discourse, and in
writing, the events of every day.

Having mentioned the criticism of one friend on my

undertaking, I may be allowed to state the high
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XX PREFACE.

approbation of another, who commended it, “ because”
(to use also his own words) ¢ it is desirable to raise
to publie distinction those whose private character has
contributed to influence the happiness of mankind.”
I feel a pleasure in stating, that this gratifying encou-
ragement came from the lips of Mr. Wilberforce.

If 1 shall not be found to have effected this desirable
point, I have at least shown my own desire to that
purpose, and shall, I trust, have contributed to the
gratification of many of my readers by so doing: for,
although the Memoirs of Granville Sharp do- not fur-
nish the history of a Aero, in the ordinary acceptation
of that name, I am persuaded, by my own feelings,
that there are few who will not find him to have been
one, and who would not exult in possessing, among the
members of their family, such a relative as Granville
appears in his public and private virtues.

Of the anxiety with which these Memoirs have
been collected, it does not become me to speak. I am
conscious that circumstances of that nature are of no
concern to the Public, except so far as, in the present
case, they have contributed, I trust, to an unimpeach-
able veracity in the recital of Mr. Sharp’s history.

My apprehensions and my diligence have never ceased

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108075619
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07561-9 - Memoirs of Granville Sharp, Esq.: Composed from his Own Manuscripts, and Other Authentic
Documents in the Possession of his Family and of the African Institution
Edited by Prince Hoare

Frontmatter
More information

PREFACE. xx1

to increase with the increasing view of the responsi-
bility which I had drawn on myself, and the nature
of the character which I was to display. Omne part of
my task was foreign to the general tenour of my studies;
and zhat part has been supplied by the distinguished
Prelate who, from a zealous regard for his departed
friend, has condescended to become my coadjutor in
the present work.

Besideés his valuable support, I have acknowledg-
ments to make to many other of Mr. Sharp’s friends,
for the ready and obliging assistance which I have
received from them : particularly to the Rev. Mr.
Owen, for much useful information;—to Zachary
Macaulay, Esq., for his great attention in supervising
the historical narrative of the colony of Sierra Leone;
—to Thomas Clarkson, Esq., for the most cordial inte-
rest in my'inquiries on several occasions ;—to Stephen
Catley, Esq.; Chairman of the Protestant Association;
Thomas Harrison, Esq., Secretary to the African Insti-
tution ; William Wilberforce, Esq.; the Rev. John
Hutton ; Granville H. Wheeler, Esq.; the Rev. John R.
Williams ; Sir Watkin Lewes; William L. Newman,
Esq., City Solicitor; Mr. Chamberlain Clarke ; John
Poynder, Esq.; Mr. Deputy Box; Robert H. Inglis,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108075619
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07561-9 - Memoirs of Granville Sharp, Esq.: Composed from his Own Manuscripts, and Other Authentic
Documents in the Possession of his Family and of the African Institution
Edited by Prince Hoare

Frontmatter
More information

XX11 PREFACE.

Esq.; William Tooke, Esq.; the Rev. Dr. Hamilton,—
for various communications.

I am likewise indebted to his Excellency Richard
Rush, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten-
tiary from the United States of America; Archibald
Impey, Esq.; Charles Few, Esq.; and other friends,
for attentions by which they have had it in their power
to advantage my work.

In the obituary tributes which were paid to Mr.
Sharp’s memory in several respectable publications, 1
observed, together with a general desire for a just
biographical detail, the expression also of a wish, that,
in the performance of such a task, the writer (whoever
he might be) should draw a veil over some peculiarities
of Mr. Sharp’s character.

This sentiment entirely coincided with my own
feelings at my commencement of the Memoirs; but
in the further contemplation of the life and conduct of
the Subject of them, I felt his character to be of that
high and dignified nature, to leave no necessity for
such a precaution, but suflicient to bear him safely
above the little cavils which may be levelled at any

excess of benevolent zeal. I own I see nothing to veil ;
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PREFACE. X X111

and if I am wrong, it is an error of my deliberate
judgment. He was himself without disguise, *“ walking
always before God,”—the delight of his family, and
the benefactor of his race.

If circumstances or opinions appear at times tinged
with no slight degree of human weakness, they are no
just cause of alarm Lo his biographer. The sensibilities
of the heart have no tendency to lower the standard
of a virtuous character, more especially when those
sensibilities are excited by the fervent impulses of
religious faith.

I have, therefore, endeavoured boldly to delineate
him, such as he stood in the face of man, and have
merely abridged, of his own records, what I thought
might be deemed tedious in the recital.

Of the memoirs of good men, it may be said, as of
their tombs, that ““ as honours are paid to the dead in
order to incite others to the imitation of their excellence,
their principal intention is to pérpetuate the examples
of virtue, that the Austory of a good man may supply
the want of his presence, and veneration for his memory

produce the same effect as the observation of his life*.”

* Dr. Johnson’s Essay on Epitaphs,
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XXI1V PREFACE.

It only remains to notice a circumstance which might
otherwise appear to be an oversight. Besides the
numerous letters selected from Mr. Sharp’s correspon-
dence, and inserted in the course of the Narrative, the
reader will find a reference to some few others which
do not appear with it. They were at first designed
for insertion with the Appendix ; but. it having since
been judged desirable by Mr. Sharp’s friends that the
whole of his correspondence should be collected toge-
ther, to form the materials of a future publication, they
have been relinquished for that purpose.

The present Memoirs, being ready for publication,
have been directed to be delivered to the Subscribers,
without further delay.
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