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T O U R
SCOTLAN D,

VOYAGE 1o tHE HEBRIDES.
MDCCLXXIL

N Monday the 18th of May, for a fecond time, take my Cuestes,
O departure for the North, from CuesTER 3 a city without
parallel for the fingular ftructure of the four principal
ftreets, which are as if excavated out of the earth, and funk
many feet beneath the furface; the carriages drive far below the
level of the kitchens, on a line with ranges of fhops; and over Its rows,
them, on each fide the ftreet, paffengers walk from end to end,
fecure from wet or heat, in galleries purloined from the firft
floor of each houfe, open and baluftrated in front. The back
courts of all thefe houfes are level with the ground, but to go
into any of the four fireets it is neceffary to defcend a flight of
feveral fteps.

B The
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Catbedral.

A T O U R

The ftreets were once confiderably deeper, as is apparent from
the thops, whofe floors lie far below the prefent pavement. The
leffer ftreets and allies, that run into the greater ftreets, were
floped to the level of the bottoms of the latter, as is particu-
larly vifible in Bridge-fireer. It is difficult to affign a reafon for
thele hollowed ways: I can only fuppofe them to have been the
void left after the deftrultion of the antient vaults mentioned
by an antient hifterian : In this cyte, fays the Porvcrronicon®,
ben ways under erthe with vowtes and flone-werke wonderly wrought
thre chambred werkes: I grave with olde nennes nawmes therein.
There is alfo Jurivs Cezars wame wonderly in flones grave, and
other noble mennes alfo with the wrylynge about : mesning the alcar
and monumental infcriptions of the Romaxs.

The cathedral (’till the reformarion the church of the rich mo-
naftery of St. Werbargh) is an antient ftructure, very. ragged on
the outfide, from the nature of the friable red ftone ** with
which it is built; but itill may boalt of a moft elegant Weftern
front; and the tabernacle work in the choir is very neat: Si.
Werburgh’s fhrine is now the bifhop’s throne, decorated with the
figures of Mercian monarchs and faints; to whem the fair pa-
tronefs was a bright example, living immaculare with her hufband
Ceolredus, copying her aunt the great Ethelreda, who lived for
three years, with not lefs purity, with her good man FonderGus,
and for twelve with her fecond hufband, the pious Prince Egfrid.
Hiftory relates, that this religious houfe was originally a nunnery,
founded A. D. 660, by Wulpherus, king of the Mercians, in

* Higden’s Polychrosicon, or rather that by Reger Coftrenfs, a Benetiétbre monk of* St,
Herbugh's ; from whom Higden is faid to have ftolen the whole work, This Roger
was cotemporary with Triver, who died A, D. 1328,

** Vale-Royal, 19.

favor
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IN SCOTLAND.

favor of his daughter’s indifpofition. The nuns, in procefs of
time, gave way to canons fecular; and they again were difplaced
by Hugh Lupus, nephew to the conqueror, in 1095, and their
roomn fupplied by Bexediétines.

The beauty and elegant fimplicity of a very antique gothic
chapter-houfe, and its fine veftibule, merits a vific from every
traveller. The date of the foundation is uncertain, but it feems,
from the fimilitude of roof and pilafters in a chapel in the
{quare tower in the caftle, to have been the work of cotempo-
rary architeéts, and thefe architeéts were probably Norman; for
the mode of fquare towers, with fquared angles, was introduced
immediately on the conquetft.

The cloifters, the great refeGory, now the free-fchool, and a
gateway of moft fingular ftruture, are at prefent the fole re-
mains of this monaftery. The ruins near St. Fobn’s church are
fine reliques of the piety of the times; and the mafly columns,
and round arches within the church, moft curious fpecimens of
the clumfy ftrength of Saxon architeture. The former are pro-
bably the remains of the monaftery of St. Mary, founded by
Randal, fecond E. of Chefter, for Benediéline nuns. The church
was founded by King Etbelred, in 689 : an uncouth infcription
on the walls informs us, that ¢ King Etbelred minding more the
< bliffe of heaven, edified a colledge church notable and famous
< in the fuburbs of Chefter pleafant and beauteous in the honour
¢ of Gop and the Baptif St. Fohn with the help of bifhop
¢ Wulfrice and good Excirrion®’ It was rebuilt in 906, by
Ethelred, E. of Mercia, after he had expelled the Danes out of

* So tranflated from bono anxilis.

B2 the

Chapter-
houfe.
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Caftle and
walls.

Antiquities,

Trade.

A T O U R

the city. This was alfo the cathedral, until fupplanted, in 155,
by the church of the abby of St. Werburgh.

The caftle is a decaying pile, rebuilt by one of the Norman
earls, on the tite of the more antient fortrefs. The walls of the
city (the only complete fpecimen of old fortifications) are one
mile three quarters and a hundred and one yards in circumference,
and, being the principal walk of the inhabitants, are kept in ex-
cellent order. The views from the feveral parts are very fine:
the mountains of Flintfbire, the hills of Broxton, and the infu~
lated rock of Beeflon, form the ruder part of the fcenery; a rich
flat gives us a fofter view, and the profpeét up the river towards
Boughbton, recalls in fome degree the idea of the Thames and
Ricbmond hill.

The Hypocauft, near the Feathers inn, is one of the remains
of the Romans, it being well known that this place was a prin-
cipal ftation. Among many antiquities found here, none is
more fingular than the rude fculpture of the Dea Armigera Mi-
nerva, with her bird and altar, on the face of a rock in a fmall
field near the /¥elch end of the bridge.

CuesTeR has been, at different times, a place d’armes, a great
thorough-fare between the two kingdoms, and the refidence of a
numerous and polithed gentry. Trade, ’ull of late years, was
but litdde attended to, but at prefent efforts are making to enter
into_that of Guinea, the plantations, and the Baltic; and from
the Phanix tower is a good Pifgab view of an internal commerce
by means of a canal now cutting beneath the walls.

Since the year 1736, and not before, great quantities of
linen-cloth have been impoisted from Ireland to each of the
annual fairs : in that year 449654 yards; and at prefent about a
million of yards are brought to each fair. Hops are another

great
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IN SCOTL AND.

great article of trade, for above ten thoufand pockets are fold
here annually, much of which is forwarded to the neighboring
ifland. But the only ftaple trade of the city is in fkins, multi-
tudes of which are imported, drefled here, but fent out again
to be manufadtured. Here is a well-regulated poor-houfe, and
an infirmary ; the laft fupported by contributions from the city,
its county, and the adjacent counties of North-Wales. The firft
has happily the left ufe of this pious foundation; for, whether

from the drynefs of the fituation, the clearnefs of the air, or the
purity of the water, the proportion of deaths to the inhabitants

has been only as 1 to 3t ; whereas in Londsn 1 in 20, and 3-4ths;
in Leeds 1 in 21, and 3-sths; and in Northampton and Shrew/-
bury, 1 in 26, and 2-sths, annually pay the great tribute of na-
ture .  Might I be permitted to moralize, I fhould call this the
reward of the benevolent and charitable difpofition that is the
charaderiftic of this city 5 for fuch is the facrifice that is pleafing
to the Almighty.

About two miles from Chefter pafs over Hoole heath, noted for
having been one of the places of reception for ftrangers, efta-
blithed by Hugh Lupus, in order to people his new dominions.
This in particular was the afylum allotted for the fugitives of
IVales, and the confequences exceeded the warmelt expectations
of this politic ear]. Numbers of the difcontented noblefle of
my antient country reforted there, made alliances with the victo-
rious Normans and conquered Saxons, fublimed the rae into that
degree of valour, that in after-times gave to the Chefbire the dif-
tinguithing title of Cuier of Men, and made its land the very
seep PLOT of GENTILITY.

* Vide the obfervations on this fubje® of that humane phyfician, my worthy
friend, DoQor Naygartd. )
Ride

(.3

Healthinefs,

Hoole heath.
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Hellefby-Tor.

Frodefbam.

A T O UR

Ride thro’ the fmall town of Trafford : this, with the lordthip
of Newton, was, as Dansel King obfcrves, one of the fweet mor-
fels that the abbot of St. #erburgh and his convent kept for
their own wholefome provifion. Get into a tratt of fandy coun-
try, and pafs beneath Hellefly-Tor, a high and bluff termination
of Delamere foreft, compofed of the fame friable ftone as that
near Chefler, but veined with yellow. Hence, a view of the
junétion of the Weever and the Merfey, and an extenfive tract of
marfhy meadow, with fome good and much ruthy grafs; and
beyond is the beginning of the wide eftuary that flows by Levergool.

Crofs a little brook, called Llewyn, and reach Frodefbam ; a
town of one long ftreet, which, with its caftle, was allotted by
Edward 1. to David, brother to Lewelyn, laft Prince of Wales, as
a retainer in his double perfidy againit his own blood, and his
own country. Not a veftige is left of the caftle, which ftood at
the Weft end of the town; was latterly ufed as a houfe by the
Savages, and was burnt down in 1652, when one of that name,
an Earl Rivers, lay dead in it.

This, as well as moft other towns and villages in Chefbire,
ftands on an eminence of fand-ftone, and by that means enjoys a
fituation dry, wholefome and beautiful.

The church ftands at a vaft height above the town. In the
regifter are thefe two remarkable inftances of longevity : March
the 13th, 1592, was buried, Tbomas Hough, aged 1413 and the
very next day was committed to the earth, Randle Wall, aged
103. I obferved alfo, that in the Winter of 1574, the peftilence
reached this fequeftred place for four are then recorded to have
died of it. In early times that avenging angel fpread deftruttion
thro’ all parts of the land ; but her power is now ceafed by the
providential ceffation of the natural caufes that gave rife to that

moft dreadful of calamities.
Above
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IN SCOTL A ND.

Above the church is Beacon hill, with a beautiful walk cut
along its fide. At the foot are four buts (archery being flill
prafifed here) for an exercife in which the warriors of this county
were of old eminent. The butts, lie at four, eight, twelve,
and fixteen roods diftance from each cther; but in thefle degene-
rate days the laft exceeds the ftrength of the nerves of even,a
man of Cbefbire to reach.

Crofs the Weever, on a good ftone bridge : from a neighbor-
ing warehoufe much cheefe is fhipped off, brought down the
river in boats from the rich grazing grounds, that extend as far
as Namwich. The river, by means of locks, is navigable for
barges as high as #inflow bridge ; but below this admits veflels
of fixty tuns. The channel above and below is deep and clayey,
and at low water very difsgreeable.

On the North banks are the ruins of Rock favaget fuffered,
within memory, to fall to decay; once the feat of a family of
the fame name ; and not far remote, on the fame range, is Affon,
a good houfe, finely fituated, but rendered too naked, thro’ the
rage of modern tafte.

About two miles farther, on the right, is Dutton-Lodge, once
the feat of the Duttops; a family in poffefiion of a fingular
grant, having the fole power * over emuium Leccatornm et mere-
tricum totius Ceftrefoive.  This privilege came originally from
Randal, 6th Earl of Chefter, to Roser Lacy, conflable of that
city, who, when the Earl was clofely befieged by the /#elch in
Rudland caftle, colle€ed haftily for his relief a band of minftrels,
and other idle people, and with them fucceeded in the attempr;
after which his fon Fobn affigned it to the Duttons, one of that
name being affiftant in the affair,

* Magiflerium.
Reach

7

Archery.

Rock-favage .

DuttonLodge
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Halton caftle,

Norton.

A T O U R

Reach Halton caltle, feated on an eminence, and given by
Hugh Lupus to Nigellus, one of his officers, and founded by one
of the two. It became afterwards the property of the houfe of
Lancafter, and was a favourite hunting feat of Fobn of Gauns.
The caftle 1s a ruin, except a part kept as a prifon. It belongs
to the dutchy of Lancafter, and has ftill a court of record, and
other privileges.

From the caftle is the moft beautiful view in Chefbire ; a rich
profpe¢t of the meanders of the Merfey, thro’ a fertile bottom 3
a pretty wooded peninfula jutting into it oppofite to Runcorn ; the
great county of Lancafbire, filled with hedge-row trees; and be-
yond foar the hills of Yorkfbire and Lancafbire ; and on the other
fide appears Chefbire, and the ftill loftier Cambrian mountains ;
but clofe beneath, near the church, is ftill a more pleafing view;
that of a row of neat alms-houfes, for the reception of the fu-
perannuated fervants of the houfe of Norten, founded by the late
Pufey Brook, Efq; my friend, and the friend of mankind.

Defcend the hill, and pafs by Norton, a good modern houfe,
on the iite of a priory of canons regular of St. Augufine, found-
ed by William, fon of Nigellus, A, D. 1135, who did not live to
complete his defign ; for Euftace de Burgaville granted to Hugh
de Catherik pafture for a hundred fheep. in cafe he finithed the
church in all refpects conformable to the intent of the founder.
It was granted at the diffolution to Richard Brook, Efquire.

Continue my way along a flat dull country, reach the banks
of the Merfey, ride over a long caufeway, having before me a
perfeét wood of lofty poplar, that fpeaks the foil ; and Warring-
ton as if in the midft of it. Enter

L ANCASHTIRE

After croffing a handfome ftone bridge of four arches, which

leads into the town, and was built by the firt Earl of
Derby,
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Derdy, to accommodate Henry VII, then on his road on a vific
to his lordfhip, probably to footh the Earl after the ungrateful
execution of his brother, Sir William Stanly. It was at firft a
toll-bridge, but his lordfhip generoully releafed the country from
that tax, at a lofs of as many inarks as was equivalent to the
portion of one of his daughters.

The prory of the hermit friers of Augufiine, founded before
1379, ftood near the bridge, but not a relique exifts. The en-
trance into the town is unpromifing, the ftrects long, narrow, ill
built, and crowded with carts and paffengers ; but farther on are
airy, and of a good width, but afford a ftriking mixture of mean
buildings and handfome houfes, as is the cafe with moft trading
towns that experience a fudden rife: not that this place wants an-
tiquity, for Leland {peaks of it’s having a better market than
Manchefler upwards of 200 years ago. At that time the princi-
pal part of the town was near the church, remote from the
bridge, and was acceffible only by a ford, but the conveniency
of a fafer tranfit foon drew the buildings to that end.

The church has of late undergone much alteration, but two
of the antient fide chapels fiill remain: one belonging to the
Maffies contains nothing but a fmall mural monument, with a
very amiable charalter of Francis Maffey, Efq; Lord of the ma-
nours of Rixton and Glafbrock, laft of the antient family, which
was extinét with him in 1748 ; but in an oppofite chapel is a
magnificent tomb of Sir Thomas Boteler and his lady, in alabafter :
their cffigies lie at top, hand in hand, he in armour, fhe in a re-
markable mitre-thap’d cap ; round the fides are various figures,
fuch as St. Chriftopber, St. George, and other fuperftitious fculp-
tures. The Botelers were of great antiquity in this place; the
firlt took his name from being Butler to Rarulf de Gernons, or
Mefchines, Earl of Cheffer ; and his pofterity obtained great pof-

C feflions

Warrington.

Church.
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Manufaltures

A T O U R

feffions in this county®, and one of them obtained the charters
for markets and fairs at #arrington, from his Prince Edward I,
Tradition fays, that this Sir Thomas, then refident at Beauly
houfe, near this town, was, with his lady; murdered in the night
by affaffins, who croffed the moat in leathern boats to perpetrate
their villainy.

Beneath an arch in the wall near this tomb is another, con-
taining a figure in a long rcbe, muffled:up to the chin; a ghaftly
figure : the head wrapped in a fort of cap, and bound with a
neat fillet,

Befides this church is 2 neat chapel of eafe, lately rebuilt,
and many places of worfhip for Prefbyterians, Anabaptifts,
Quakers, Methodifts and Roman Catholics : for in manufaluring
places it often falls out that the common people happily have a
difpofition to feek the Lorp, but as unhappily difagree in the
means of rendering themfelves acceptable to him.

Here is a frée-fchool, very confiderably endowed, and made
very refpetable by the merits of the prefent mafter. An academy
has of late years been eftablifhed in this town; with a view of
giving an education to their youth on the plan of an univerfity.

The manufattures of this place are very confiderable ; for-
merly a great quantity of checks and coarfe linnens were made
here, but of late years thefe have given way to that of Poll-
davies, or fail-cloth, now carried on with fuch fpirit (in the town
and country) as to fupply near one half of the navy of Greas-
Britain. The late war gave a great rife to this branch, and a
fudden improvement to the town.

The making of pins is another confiderable article of com-
merce ; locks, hinges, caft-iron, and other branches of hardware,
are fabricated here to a great amount : very large works for the

*- Dugdale's Baronage 1. 633.
refining
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