
Travel, Middle East and Asia Minor
This collection of travel narratives, primarily from the nineteenth century, describing the topography, antiquities 
and inhabitants of the Middle East, from Turkey, Kurdistan and Persia to Mesopotamia, Syria, Jerusalem, Sinai, 
Egypt and Arabia. While some travellers came to study Christian sites and manuscripts, others were fascinated 
by Islamic culture and still others by the remains of ancient civilizations. Among the authors are several daring 
female explorers.

A Voyage into the Levant
Joseph Pitton de Tournefort (1656–1708) was originally destined for the church, but his interest in botany led him 
to become professor of botany at the Jardin des plantes in Paris, and to travel all over Europe and beyond in search 
of interesting specimens. He was chiefly interested in the classification of plants, but is now best remembered for 
the accounts he wrote of voyages undertaken for the purpose of scientific discovery. This illustrated two-volume 
work, published posthumously in French in 1717 and translated into English the following year, recounts a journey 
begun in 1700, around the eastern Mediterranean and the Black Sea, visiting Crete and other Greek islands, Istanbul, 
Armenia and Georgia. Tournefort notes not only plants, but geographical features, antiquities, the people he 
encounters, and their way of life, agriculture and industry. Volume 1 begins with a biography of Tournefort, 
and ends with an account of Constantinople.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, 
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range 
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries, 
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files 
are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright 
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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