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reissue. A PDF can be downloaded from the web address given on page iv
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PREFACE.

Tue readers of the narrative of Dr. Kane will re-
member that, in the autumn of 1854, eight persons,
being a portion of the officers and crew of the brig
Advance, then in Rensselaer Harbor, made an at-
tempt to reach Upernavik, in North Greenland, the
nearest outpost of civilization. The party were ab-
sent during nearly four months, and they returned
to the brig unsuccessful.

It was the wish of Dr. Kane to receive from me a
written report of the journey; but as I was disabled
at the time of my return, he accepted one from my
dictation ; and, under the impression that he was
thus possessed of all that he required, I gave no
further attention to the subject. It subsequently
appeared that I was in error; for, when his narra-
tive was going through the press, he informed me
that my verbal report was too meagre for his use,

and that he had expected a more complete state-
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vill PREFACE.

ment of the principal events. Before I could act
upon this information, I was prostrated by fever;
and, as Dr. Kane’s manuscript was put into type as
fast as prepared, and was immediately stereotyped,
the opportunity was unavoidably lost to me.

After the publication of the main narrative of the
expedition, my own memoranda appeared too insig-
nificant to justify the issue of a separate volume.
My friends and other persons represented to me,
from time to time, that even minute details of life
in a region so remote, so peculiar, and so little
known as that in which I had passed nearly a third
of a year, would not fail to interest the general
reader; but it needed a stronger inducement than
such persuasions to overcome my reluctance to issue
a book.

Having undertaken to conduct another expedi-
tion toward the North Pole, as soon as my coun-
trymen will furnish the moderate outfit required for
this object, my time and efforts have been exclu-
sively devoted to the necessary preliminary meas-
ures. My experienced publishers having encouraged
me to believe, not only that a somewhat extended
report of the incidents of the journey of 1854 would
be acceptable to the public, but also that it would

probably contribute towards the expenses of my
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PREFACE. ix

preparations, I have yielded to the temptation of-
fered by their favorable judgment, and their liberal
readiness to assume the risks of the press.

Beside the foregoing explanation of the motives
which have led to the issuing of the following
pages, the reader is requested to bear in mind that
they contain a record chiefly of personal adventure,
the interest of which is dependent, for the most
part, upon the strangeness of the place and circum-
stances. L L I

PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 1, 1860.
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