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houses, which have ‘now become an appendage to every villa, and to many town
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who may not have the requisite knowledge and skills to make the best use of
this exciting new space. The first part of the work describes the practicalities

of siting and constructing the greenhouse, how it should be heated, with what
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part consists of a catalogue of ‘all the green-house and frame plants hitherto in
cultivation: Still valuable, this substantial guide offers modern readers a record
of the plants that were then available to the enthusiast.
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PREFACE.

———

A GREEN-HOUSE, which fifty years ago was
a luxury not often to be met with, is now become
an appendage to every villa, and to many town
residences ;—not indeed one of the first necessity,
but one which is felt to be appropriate and
highly desirable, and which mankind recognise
as a mark of elegant and refined enjoyment.

The taste for these exotic gardens, indeed, has
increased much more rapidly than the skill re-
quisite to manage them to the best advantage,—
for the progress of imitation is more rapid than
that of knowledge; and hence it is much more
common to see a green-house, than to see one
filled with a proper selection of plants in high
health and beauty.

The management of plants in a green-house
requires a higher degree of knowledge, than is
called for in the management of the open garden;
and though this knowledge is fast extending
among the rising generation of gardeners, it is
not yet in such abundance as to be general.

The object of the GREEN-HOUSE CoMPANION
is to supply what is wanting in this respect, not
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only to gardeners, but to their employers. In
composing it we have had in view the twofold
object of informing such gardeners as may not
have attended much to this branch of their pro-
fession; and of enlightening their employers so
as they may not only be aware when their ser-
vant neglects his duty, or performs it properly or
improperly ; but may, in the case of employing
common labourers in their gardens, be able to
direct all the operations themselves. The direc-
tions we have given, and the reasons for them,
are so ample, and so plain, that no lady or gen-
tleman can be at a loss fully to comprehend them,
or discern when they are properly acted on.
Though we have chiefly had in view, in pre-
paring these directions, the villa and town green-
house; yet we have treated the subject of ma-
nagement so amply, and given so complete a ca-
talogue of green-house plants, with all that it can
be desirable to know as to their culture and ma-
nagement, that we have no hesitation in present-
ing our work as a treatise on green-house culture
and management as complete as the present state
of things admits of. We have composed it in
conformity to the best written authorities, and
according to what we have seen in our extensive
observation and communications with botanical
cultivators and nursery-men, in the neighbour-
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hood of London and elsewhere. The work has
also had the advantage of revisal by a nursery-
man who is extensively engaged in the culture of
green-house and hot-house plants at his commer-
cial establishment in the King’s Road. Thisgentle-
man’s chief business is with exotics, and he sup-
plies and manages town green-houses, and exe-
cutes London contracts for plants in pots, to a con-
siderable extent: he is therefore peculiarly fitted
for the task he so obligingly undertook at the re-
quest of the publisher. To mention his name he
considers would look like a partial advertisement.

There is one advantage which this work pos-
sesses over every other of the kind, which, as it
may not strike at first sight, we shall here point
out. It is the arrangement of all the green-house
plants of this country under the natural orders of
the system of Jussieu. In our Introduction to
that part of the work which contains this arrange-
ment (see Part II. page 1.) the benefits de-
rivable from it are detailed, and we are here de-
sirous of directing the reader’s particular atten-
tion to the importance of grouping plants on the
green-house stage or open garden platform, ac-
cording to their natural affinities. Let us not be
thought dogmatic in advising every master to in-
sist on his gardener’s adopting it as far as cir-
cumstances will allow. Whoever understands a
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little of the natural system will find few difficul-
ties ;—but the prejudices of those who do not,
will start thousands of obstacles.—Still let the
master insist on trying the plan; a thousand dif-
ficulties are often as easily overcome as they are
created,—they lie chiefly in the mind,—and those
minds which are prejudiced must be brought over
by a counter-prejudice, if they are very ignorant;
or by reasoning, if they are a little enlightened.
The idea of natural arrangements is too new to be
generally approved of ; but it will soon become as
familiar to the British gardener as the Linnsan
system. Sweet’s “ Catalogue ” has marked out the
road, which will be formed and completed by
Dr. Hooker’s “System” and Loudon’s “ Encyclo-
pxdia” of Plants. These works will establish and
confirm our humble efforts : in the meantime we
recommend the master to call in his gardener and
point out to him Part I. chap. II. sect. 6, and the
Introduction to Part I1.—let him thoroughly pon-
der what is there said, and afterwards they may
come out to the green-house, where they will find
us ready to show them how the thing may actu-
ally be done.

London, June 24, 1824.
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