
Botany and Horticulture
Until the nineteenth century, the investigation of natural phenomena, plants 
and animals was considered either the preserve of elite scholars or a pastime for 
the leisured upper classes. As increasing academic rigour and systematisation 
was brought to the study of ‘natural history’, its subdisciplines were adopted 
into university curricula, and learned societies (such as the Royal Horticultural 
Society, founded in 1804) were established to support research in these areas. 
A related development was strong enthusiasm for exotic garden plants, which 
resulted in plant collecting expeditions to every corner of the globe, sometimes 
with tragic consequences. This series includes accounts of some of those 
expeditions, detailed reference works on the flora of different regions, 
and practical advice for amateur and professional gardeners.

The Green-House Companion
The Scottish landscape gardener and prolific horticultural writer John Claudius 
Loudon (1783–1843) published this manual on the practice of greenhouse or 
conservatory gardening in 1824. In his preface he remarks on the rise of green- 
houses, which have ‘now become an appendage to every villa, and to many town 
residences’. The work is directed at professional gardeners (and their employers) 
who may not have the requisite knowledge and skills to make the best use of 
this exciting new space. The first part of the work describes the practicalities 
of siting and constructing the greenhouse, how it should be heated, with what 
plants it should be stocked and how these should be cultivated. The second 
part consists of a catalogue of ‘all the green-house and frame plants hitherto in 
cultivation’. Still valuable, this substantial guide offers modern readers a record 
of the plants that were then available to the enthusiast.

C A M B R I D G E  L I B R A R Y  C O L L E C T I O N
Books of enduring scholarly value

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07463-6 - The Green-House Companion: Comprising a General
Course of Green-House and Conservatory Practice Throughout the Year
John Claudius Loudon
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074636
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108074636
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