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The British Institution for Promoting the Fine Arts in the United Kingdom
was founded as a private art gallery in 1805, and took over the lease of
publisher John Boydell’s Shakespeare Gallery in Pall Mall, London. Its rich
and noble subscribers (including the Prince of Wales, later George IV)
patronised exhibitions of contemporary works, and also lent items for
shows of Old Masters. The Institution also took in art students, and was

a very popular public attraction in London: Jane Austen was among the
many visitors from around the country. This 1860 book by Thomas Smith,
a London historian, describes the founding and development of the Institution,
with notices of its regular exhibitions and of special events such as the
memorial dinner for Sir Joshua Reynolds. This is a fascinating account of a
popular gallery in the first half of the nineteenth century, and of the tastes
of its patrons and visitors.
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PRELIMINARY REM ARKS.

TaE following account of the Rise and Progress of the British
Institution is the result of a personal acquaintance with the
Establishment for a long series of years; a recent examination
of documents of indisputable authenticity connected therewith ;
and a synoptical analysis of a perfect set of the Catalogues.
From these sources, the Compiler has been enabled to lay a plain
statement of facts before the Reader, which he trusts will be
found interesting to lovers of the Fine Arts ; to the Nobility and
Gentry of England who have devoted themselves to their promo-
tion and encouragement ; and to the Public, who have felt the
benefit of such devotion, by the humanising influence it must
have had upon society at large.

In the course of his researches the writer has ascertained
that the Directors of the British Institution (from its foundation
to the present time), have received and exhibited in the Winter,
Works oF BririsE ARTIsTS, to the number of Twenty-three
Thousand One Hundred and Fifty.

That Sales of those Works have been effected, without any
expense to the Artists, to the amount of more than One Hundred
and Fifty Thousand Pounds.

The Works of Anciext MasteErs of the Foreien Scmoors,
and of Droeasep BritisH Artists, borrowed from the Royal
Collection, and from those of the Nobility and Gentry, from the

year 1813 to 1859 inclusive, and exhibited in the Summer, for
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PREFATORY REMARKS.

the gratification of the Public, have amounted in number to
Seven Thousand Stz Hundred and Eighty-three, very few having
been exhibited more than once, and then only at distant intervals.

Of those Works, from twenty to thirty have been retained
with consent of the Proprietors, at the close of each Exhibition,
to be used as Studies for the School of Painting, making in the
aggregate One Thousand and Forty; which arrangement has
proved of incalculable advantage to junior aspirants as well as
to Students of maturer years.

Lastly, The Directors have expended in Premiums and Com-
plimentary Donations, in the purchase of Pictures, &c. and in
Charitable Contributions, the sum of Twenty-eight Thousand Five
Hundred and Fifteen Pounds. '

The object of the Compiler of this Volume is, to place upon
Record the wonderful energy, indefatigable activity, and patriotic
zeal, brought to bear in forming and carrying out the plan of the
Institution, and that by a class of persons whose very elevated
position necessitates so many other calls upon their time and
attention.

The Prefaces to the Catalogues of the Summer Exhibitions,
written by Richard Payne Knight, Esq. and Sir Thomas Ber-
nard, Bart. here reprinted, were not only valuable Essays on the
Fine Arts at the time they were written, but are equally so at
the present day.

The Biographical Notices are selected and condensed from the
most worthy and reputable authorities, of which a List is given.

It will not be denied, that the Governors and Directors of the
British Institution have been successful, for a period of more than

half a century, not only in offering cousiderable advantages to
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PREFATORY REMARKS.

the Artists themselves, and in calling forth a display of eminent
native talent which might have otherwise remained in obscurity,
but, by the facility afforded for the Study of the finest Works of
the Old Masters, liberally lent from their noble Galleries and
Collections for that purpose, they have created a taste for a deeper
and more profound knowledge of Art among the general popula-

tion, and have thus rendered good service to the State.

“ Esto pergetun.”

53, WESTBOURNE STREET,
Prmiico.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074544
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07454-4 - Recollections of the British Institution for Promoting the Fine Arts
in the United Kingdom: With some Account of the Means Employed for that Purpose;
and Biographical Notices of Artists Who have Received Premiums, 1805-1859

Thomas Smith

Frontmatter

More information

PATRON,
THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

PRESIDENT,
HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF SUTHERLAND, K.G.

VICE-PRESIDENT,

THE MOST HONOURABLE THE MARQUIS OF
WESTMINSTER, K.G.

PRESENT DIRECTORS,

THE DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND, K.G.
THE MARQUESS OF LANSDOWNE, K.G,
THE EARL OF ABERDEEN, K.G. K.T.
THE EARL OF CARLISLE, K.G.

THE EARL OF POWIS.

THE EARL OF YARBOROUGH.

THE LORD BARRINGTON.

THE LORD BROUGHTON, G.C.B.

THE LORD DUFFERIN.

THE LORD FEVERSHAM.

THE LORD OVERSTONE.

SIR P. M. G. EGERTON, BART. M.P.
BERIAH BOTFIELD, BESQ. M.P.

R. 8. HOLFORD, ESQ. M.P.

HENRY THOMAS HOPE, ESQ.
CHARLES TOWNELEY, ESQ.

*,* While this Work was in the Press, two vacancies have occurred
in the Direction, by the Decease of the EarL or WESTMORELAND and
W. R. Haminroxn, Esq.
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