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The focus of this series is engineering, broadly construed. It covers techno-
logical innovation from a range of periods and cultures, but centres on the
technological achievements of the industrial era in the West, particularly
in the nineteenth century, as understood by their contemporaries. Infra-
structure is one major focus, covering the building of railways and canals,
bridges and tunnels, land drainage, the laying of submarine cables, and the
construction of docks and lighthouses. Other key topics include develop-
ments in industrial and manufacturing fields such as mining technology,
the production of iron and steel, the use of steam power, and chemical
processes such as photography and textile dyes.

Samuel E.B. Morse

The American inventor Samuel Morse (1791-1872) spent decades fighting
to be recognised for his key role in devising the electromagnetic telegraph.
While he will always be remembered in the history of telecommunications,
and for co-developing the code which bears his name, Morse started out

as a painter and also involved himself in matters of politics over the course
of his career. Published in 1914, this two-volume collection of personal
papers was edited by his son, who provides helpful commentary throughout,
illuminating the struggles and successes of a remarkable life. Volume 2 begins
with Morse’s return voyage to the United States; following a conversation
with a fellow passenger regarding electromagnetism, Morse began to develop
the concept of the single-wire telegraph. The rest of the volume gives much
personal background to the development of the invention and particularly
to Morse’s efforts to gain the recognition he believed he deserved.
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crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
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ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
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“Th’ invention all admir’d, and each how he
To be th’ inventor miss’d, so easy it seem’d
Once found, which yet unfound most would have thought
Impossible.”
Mivron.
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