Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07415-5 - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century: Comprizing
Biographical Memoirs of William Boywer, Printer, F.S.A., and Many of his
Learned Friends: Volume 9

John Nichols

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Literary Studies

This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to
early twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer
a valuable resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing,
and literary studies.

Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century

In this nine-volume work, published between 1812 and 1815, the author
and publisher John Nichols (1745-1826) provides biographical notes on
publishers, writers and artists of the eighteenth century, and also gives

‘an incidental view of the progress and advancement of literature in this
kingdom during the last century’. (A shorter version had been published

in 1782.) His subjects range from the publisher William Bowyer to

Henry Fielding and Horace Walpole, and also include histories of individual
publishing houses and of genres such as lexicography. The work remains a
useful source of biographical material on authors and publishers at a period
when many of the literary genres we take for granted, such as the novel,
the autobiography and the analytical history, were first being developed.
Volume 9 contains anecdotes of Erasmus Darwin and John Wilkes, among
many others, with additional material on the subjects of the earlier volumes.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07415-5 - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century: Comprizing
Biographical Memoirs of William Boywer, Printer, F.S.A., and Many of his
Learned Friends: Volume 9

John Nichols

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07415-5 - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century: Comprizing
Biographical Memoirs of William Boywer, Printer, F.S.A., and Many of his
Learned Friends: Volume 9

John Nichols

Frontmatter

More information

Literary Anecdotes

of the Eighteenth Century
Comprizing Biographical Memoirs

of William Boywer, Printer, ES.A.,
and Many of His Learned Friends

VOLUME 9

JouN NICHOLS

93

2B CAMBRIDGE
Q@

14

B UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07415-5 - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century: Comprizing
Biographical Memoirs of William Boywer, Printer, F.S.A., and Many of his
Learned Friends: Volume 9

John Nichols

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108074155

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2014

This edition first published 1815
This digitally printed version 2014

ISBN 978-1-108-07415-5 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07415-5 - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century: Comprizing
Biographical Memoirs of William Boywer, Printer, F.S.A., and Many of his
Learned Friends: Volume 9

John Nichols

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07415-5 - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century: Comprizing
Biographical Memoirs of William Boywer, Printer, F.S.A., and Many of his
Learned Friends: Volume 9

John Nichols

Frontmatter

More information

Born Oct? 6:1730,; Died Sep” 6.1803.

Fublished by SVichols, £ Clug. 1, 1815,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07415-5 - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century: Comprizing
Biographical Memoirs of William Boywer, Printer, F.S.A., and Many of his
Learned Friends: Volume 9

John Nichols

Frontmatter

More information

LITERARY ANECDOTES

OF THE

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY:

COMPRIZING

Biographical Memoirs
WILLIAM BOWYER, Printer, F.S. A.

AND MANY OF HIS LEARNED FRIENDS;

AN INCIDENTAL VIEW
OF THE PROGRESS AND ADVANCEMENT OF LITERATURE
IN THIS KINGDOM DURING THE LAST CENTURY;

AND
BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES
OF A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF

EMINENT WRITERS anxp INGENIOUS ARTISTS.

By JOHN NICHOLS, F. S. A.

VOLUME IX.

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR,
BY NICHOLS, SON, AND BENTLEY, AT CICERO'S HEAD,
KED-LION-PASSAGE, FLEET-STREET.

1815.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07415-5 - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century: Comprizing
Biographical Memoirs of William Boywer, Printer, F.S.A., and Many of his
Learned Friends: Volume 9

John Nichols

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108074155
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07415-5 - Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century: Comprizing
Biographical Memoirs of William Boywer, Printer, F.S.A., and Many of his
Learned Friends: Volume 9

John Nichols

Frontmatter

More information

ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Ninth Volume of “Literary Anecdotes” is
presented to the Publick, with a confidence arising
from the extraordinary indulgence with which the
former Volumes have been received. Nothing but
that reception could have induced me to persevere
in researches attended with anxious solicitude and
considerable personal labour *.

In June 1812, I had relinquished every idea of
extending this Work beyond the period included
in the Sixth Volume+-; and, with such views, had
actually compiled and printed several sheets. But
I soon perceived the absolute necessity of extending
my plan; the INDEX alone, which was completed
in May 1813, having grown to a moderate-sized
Volume.

The materials indeed for continuing the Work,
many of them communicated by Scholars of dis-
tinguished eminence, were so numerous, that an
Eighth Volume was almost imperceptibly com-
pleted by St. George’s-day 1814. And now, with
the sincerest respect and gratitude, I proceed to

* See the progress of such an undertaking, vol. I1I. p. 297.

1+ See the Preface to vol. L. p. xiii.
redeem
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v ADVERTISEMENT.

redeem the pledge which I then gave, by offering
to my indulgent Readers the Conclusion of a Work
in which their patience has had no small trial —
not without the hope, in many cases the certainty,
that they have been rewarded by useful information.

On the imperfection arising from the want of
regular arrangement, I shall only observe, that
such a Book could not very easily have been other-
wise produced. Itis not a regular History—it is
not a Romantic Tale—nor a Work of Fancy—
which a Writer might amuse himself by refining,
till he frittered away his own ideas. It is a Mine
of literary materials, whence future Biographers and
Historians will readily and unsparingly collect what
may suit their several purposes. Should my Re-
presentatives, at any future period, be inclined to
publish a new Edition (a task which I shall never
myself think of attempting), the whole is now
before them ; and my corrected copy will facilitate
their labour. A regular arrangement (and certainly
some compression) might then be properly.adopted.

Of smaller errors, several have arisen from the
articles themselves (the Letters particularly) not
having been originally written for the Press. These
I have carefully endeavoured to point out and amend;
and, in general, have availed myself of every hint
that has been suggested, either by the various Pe-
riodical Criticks, or by a host of intelligent Cor-
respondents, of whom the greater part have been
duly noticed in former Prefaces.

Here,
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ADVERTISEMENT. \'

Here, however, I must repeat the respectable
names of JameEs Binprey, Esa.; the Hon. Mr.
Justice HarpinGE ; GEorGE ALLAN, Esq. M. P.;
the Rev. WiLLiam BeLok ; James Browx, Esa.;
Mr. A. CuaLmEers; the Rev. Ravpa CuurToN, B. D.
Archdeacon of St. David’s ; JaMEs Dowwranp, Esa.;
and of the late Rev. EDWARD JoNEs (see p. 760) :
And am proud to add some of the brightest Orna-
ments of Literature, by whose personal friendship
I have very long been honoured — the truly bene-
volent Dr. THomas Burcess, Lord Bishop of Sr.
Davip’s; the enlightened and profoundly-learned
Dr. SamueL Parr; the kind-hearted and ener-
getic Dr. ReEnxneLn, Dean of Winchester, and
Master of the Temple; the Rev. Josepn HoLpen
Porr, B.D. Archdeacon of London; the Rev.
RoBerT Nares, B. D. Archdeacon of Stafford;
and the Rev. WiLriam Tooke, F. R. S.

I am happy also to acknowledge the valuable con-
tributions of Mr. Joux BEeLL, of Newcastle; Josepx
BrapnNey, Esq.; Joun Burpon, Esq.; the Rev.
W EeEDEN BUTLER, Junior; the Rev. THomas Cromp-
ToN ; the Rev. CHarRLES DunsteEr; Davip JEN-
NINGS, Esq. ; the Rev. Auray Macavwray ; the Rev.
Tuomas McCurrocH; Epwarp Roserts, Esq.:
the Rev. JouN FLeEMinG St. Joun; the Rev. PETER
Sanpirorp ; the Rev. Dr. GEorGE STRAHAN ; THO-
Mas STreeT, Esq.; RoseErr SurtEEs, Esq.; and
Mr. A. J. Vavpy.

To
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vi ADVERTISEMENT.

To Mr. James Basire (whose modest worth,
even in his boyish days, secured my hearty esteem)
I am indebted for a Portrait of his Father; whose
animated features I felicitate myself in thus having
first been the medium of introducing to the Puablick.

I have also to thank my skilful and invariable
Friend Dr. LerrsoM, for Portraits of Mr. PeTER
Corvrinson, Dr. Cuming, and Dr. ForuerciLL;
and am greatly obliged to Mr. H. RogErs for the
striking resemblance of Mr. Hovr.

A copious InpEx to the Eieatn and NinTh
Volumes, by the attentive and unwearied diligence
of the young Friend to whom I was obliged for the
former Index, is in great forwardness; and will be
so arranged in the printing, as to form a Second
Part of the Seventh Volume. The List of Addi-
tional Subscribers, as far as they are come to hand,
shall then be given.

I have now fulfilled my engagement ; but do not
feel myself precluded from offering to the Publick
(should health and leisure permit) another Work,
arising out of, and immediately connected with, the
“ Literary Anecdotes;” but so far distinct, that no
Purchaser of the one will be under the obligation,
unless with his full and free consent, to possess the
other. For such a publication, I have already abun-
dant resources, of a nature far superior to any produc-
tion of my own ; and part of it is actually in the press.

Highbury Place, August 8, 1815.

COPIOUS
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