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attempts to penetrate what he describes as the ‘subjective side ... the feelings
of the Greeks in their temples and their assemblies, in their homes, and their
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of literature for this sort of sociological, or even psychological, research, and
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PREFACE.

THERE are many books, German, French, and Eng-
lish, on the objective side of old Greek life—upon
the religion, the laws, the feasts, the furniture of the
Greeks; but there are very few on the subjective
side, on the feelings of the Greeks in their temples
and their assemblies, in their homes, and their wan-
derings.

It is on this side that I offer the present volume
as a contribution. It is, of course, very incomplete;
but, were I able to remedy this defect, the book
must become unserviceable to the general reader, for
whom it is intended. The materials are so vast and
so fragmentary, that any systematic treatment must
result in a mere dictionary—a mosaic of references,
and not in a work fit for ordinary perusal. It is,
moreover, generally true that no work is so disap-
pointing as that which professes completeness.

In my treatment of the subject, I have endeavoured
to take homely and common sense views, and have

thus arrived at many results opposed to what I
b2
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viii PREFACE.

consider sentimentalism or pedantry. These results
are in all cases supported by direct references to the
Greek texts themselves, on which I have relied in
preference to modern authority. I hope my readers
will adopt the same method in judging me, and will
thus be brought into contact with the great originals,
which are too often studied at second hand.

Wherever modern writers have suggested to me
interesting views or quotations, I trust I have fully
acknowledged my obligations. I cannot do so ade-
quately to my old pupils, Mr. H. B. Leech, of Caius
College, Cambridge, and Mr. Oscar Wilde, of Magdalen
College, Oxford, who have made improvements and cor-
rections all through the book. I am likewise indebted
to Mr. J. G. Butcher, of Trinity College, Cambridge,
for reading the proof sheets and making many
valuable criticisms.

Trinity CoLLEGE, DUBLIN,
November 4, 1874.
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