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Books of enduring scholarly value

Travel and Exploration in Asia

This collection of travel narratives, mainly from the nineteenth century,
records the impressions of Europeans who visited China, Japan, South and
South-East Asia. Some came as missionaries, others as members of trade
or diplomatic missions, or as colonial administrators. Some were straight-
forward tourists, and one or two arrived as prisoners or shipwrecked sailors.
Such accounts of travellers’ experiences in exotic locations were eagerly
received by European readers.

Things Japanese
Basil Hall Chamberlain (1850-1935) first encountered Japan on a journey
intended to promote the recovery of his health: he had suffered a nervous
breakdown while working for Barings Bank. In May 1873, he arrived in
Yokohama, and was immediately fascinated by traditional Japanese culture.
The drive for modernisation had created a need for teachers of English, and
Chamberlain was taken on as a tutor in the naval academy, at the same time
studying the Japanese language to such good effect that in 1886 he was made
professor of Japanese and philology of the Imperial University (later Tokyo
University). This book, first published in 1890, and going into six editions
over the next fifty years, is in the form of an encyclopaedia, with topics from
‘abacus’ to ‘zoology’ It gives an affectionate account of aspects of Japanese
culture which Chamberlain realised were disappearing under the relentless
impact of Western influence.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 88s, United Kingdom
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108073851
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This edition first published 1890
This digitally printed version 2014

ISBN 978-1-108-07385-1 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates,
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these
images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108073851
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PREFACE.

Tue author is under obligations to many kind friends—
especially to Mr. W. B. Mason, of the Imperial Depart-
ment of Communications, by whose unwearying assistance
and advice every page of the book has profited more or
less. The article on Porcelain and Potiery is from the
pen of Captain Brinkley, R.A., the appearance of whose
¢ History of Japanese and Chinese Keramics” is eagerly
looked forward to by all persons interested in that beautiful
art. The Abbé Félix Evrard, of the French Legation at
Tokyd, has contributed the article on Roman Catholic Mis-
sions ; Mr. H. V. Henson, that on Trade; Professor Milne,
F.R.S., that on Geology ; Mr. Mason, those on T'elegraphs,
Chess, and the game of Go. Mr. Y. Sannomiya, Vice-
Grand-Master of Ceremonies and Master of the Court of
Her Majesty the Empress, has furnished the materials for
Decorations; Mr. R. Masujima, of the Japanese Bar and
of the Middle Temple, London, the materials for Law;
Mr. K. Fujikura, Chief Commissioner of Lighthouses, the
materials for Lighthouses; Captain J. Ingles, R.N., for
Navy; and Mr. C. A. W. Pownall, for Raéilways. The

advice of Dr. Erwin Baelz, of the Imperial University
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i PREFACE.

of Japan, has been sought on various points connected
with medicine, and Lieutenant T. H. James, R.N., has been
similarly applied to for what relates to shipping. The
Map is adapted from one of those in the ¢ Atlas of the
Agricultural Productions of the Japanese Empire,” by
permission of Professor T. Wada, Director of the Imperial
Geological Office in the Department of Agriculture and
Commerce. Various other kind friends have contributed—
one a fact, another a reference, yet another a counsel. To
all, best thanks.

Imperial University of Fapan.
Tokys, May, 18go. .
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