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Art and Architecture

From the middle of the eighteenth century, with the growth of travel at
home and abroad and the increase in leisure for the wealthier classes, the
arts became the subject of more widespread appreciation and discussion.
The rapid expansion of book and periodical publishing in this area both
reflected and encouraged interest in art and art history among the wider
reading public. This series throws light on the development of visual culture
and aesthetics. It covers topics from the Grand Tour to the great exhibitions
of the nineteenth century, and includes art criticism and biography.

Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon, Historical Painter

Before the painter Benjamin Robert Haydon (1786-1846) committed suicide,
he had left instructions that an account of his life should be published, using
his autobiography up to 1820 and his letters and journals for the rest. The
writer and dramatist Tom Taylor (1817-80) took on the editing, and the
three-volume work was published in 1853. (The slightly enlarged second
edition, also of 1853, is reissued here.) Haydon was a history painter at a time
when that genre was perceived as the greatest form of the art, and his friends
included Wordsworth, Keats, Shelley, Charles Lamb, Hazlitt and Elizabeth
Barrett Browning. However, he was constantly in financial difficulties, and
in later life a sense of failure seems to have turned into outright paranoia.
Volume 1 reproduces Haydon’s autobiographical writings up to 1820. His
Conversations and Table-Talk, edited in two volumes by his son, is also
reissued in this series.
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extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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EDITOR’S PREFACE

TO

THE SECOND EDITION.

THE principal additions made to this Edition are a
paper (Appendix L.) on the indications of long-standing
disease of brain afforded by post mortem examination of
Haydon’s head,-—an additional letter of Wordsworth,
at the end of the Third Volume,—some remarks by
Mr. Watts on the question of the public employment
of artists, —and a letter (also printed in Appendix I.)
from Mr. Bewicke, Haydon’s pupil and model for
Lazarus, giving an interesting account of the painting
of that picture.

Besides these additions, many trifling errors have
been corrected ; and some inaccuracies in Haydon’s re-
cording, referred to by the Quarterly Reviewer, are
noticed in foot-notes. An Index and Table of Con-
tents have been also added.

It would be superfluous here to express my satis-
faction at the interest with which these Memoirs have

A2
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iv EDITOR’S PREFACE TO

been received. This is clearly due to the painful,
but powerful, exhibition they contain of a brave, though
vain, passionate and often erring man, struggling with
the consequences, partly of evil times, mainly of per-
sonal mistakes, misdoings and miscalculations,—and all
these converging to a tragic end.

I believe that good has resulted to the memory of the
painter from giving to the world this Autobiography
—for such it is. Some of the reviewers think other-
wise, and attribute the publication to other and lower
motives than a wish in Haydon’s family to exhibit the
beloved husband and father as he was, with all his
strength, weakness, heroisms, vanities, triumphs, follies,
disappointments, humiliations, joys and agonies.

I think, for my part, that they consenied to this
publication in a loyal spirit of regard and reverence for
the dead, believing that the study of his whole life, so
shown, would leave behind a result of sympathy and.

regard far overbalancing the more transient impressions
of disapproval and disgust, while the lessons of the tale

are unmistakeable and of wide application.

If T have contributed in any way to the favourable
reception of the book by my manner of discharging my
editorial duty, I confess it is a source of pleasure to me,
the only one I have any right to look for.

The balance of expressed opinion seems to be in favour
of the way in which I have done my part of the work.
Of course there are great differences of opinion as to the
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THE SECOND EDITION. v

good or bad taste of my omissions and retentions in a
work which does not profess to be an imprint of the
MSS. out of which it has been made up.

I do not intend to diseuss any of the questions arising
out of these differences of opinion, satisfied that the dis-
cussion would be useless, After all, it is precisely in
such points that an editor must exercise his own judg-
ment; and, if he honestly satisfy that, his best course
seems to me to “jowk and let the jaw gae by ” before

his critics in or out of print.

Chiswick Lodge,
Nov. 12. 1853.
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EDITOR’S PREFACE

TO

THE FIRST EDITION.

THAT part of my editorial remarks which may by
many be thought the proper matter of a preface will
be found at the end of these volumes instead of the
beginning,

Here I only wish to put my readers in the right
point of view for judging the book. Before my work
comes to judgment I am bound to tell my judges what
it is that I have done, or rather aimed at doing.

This is not the biography of Haydon, but his auto-
biography,—mnot a life of him by me, but his life by
himself.

It may be the biographer’s part to paint his subject
with as heroic lineaments as he can manage to give
him, without falling into glaring disproportion or taking
too great liberties with truth. I do not say this is my
conception of even a biegrapher’s duty: but readers
appear to expect this of those who write lives.

But the editor of an auto-biography is relieved from

A4
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all difficulty on this point. He has only to clean,
varnish and set in the best light the portrait of himself
which the auto-biographer has left behind him. He
may wipe away chills or mildew ; he may stop a hole,
or repair a erack ; he may remove impurities, or bring
obscure parts into sight : but he has no right to repaint,
or restore or improve.

Haydon is presented to the readers of these volumes
— I will not say “in his habit as he lived ”— but as he
thought, or, at any rate, wished the world to believe,
he lived. Whether the portrait be a true likeness it is
for those who knew him to say. On this point there
will probably be as many opinions as critics. At any
rate it is better than any other man can draw. The
vainest human being knows himself better than the
most clear-sighted observer knows him, and his own
description of himself will always be the best we can
obtain (if he have the needful power and habit of
record), for even his mis-statements, exaggerations and
perversions are characteristic, and like no other man’s.

No man who has left an auto-biography has ever
succeeded in making himself out a hero in the world’s
opinion, however strenously he may have been bent on
so doing. It is apparent throughout the twenty-seven
folios from which these volumes have been compressed
that Haydon believed himself a hero, and thought the
world would believe it when these records of him came-
to light.
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THE FIRST EDITION. 1x

My task has been that of presenting the self-por-
traiture which Haydon has left behind him within rea-
sonable dimensions of canvas, and, as I said before, in
such a light as may show the work intelligibly.

My labour has been one mainly of condensation and
arrangement. I have tried to preserve everything
which belonged to the portrait; and, for the sake of
this I have left on one side much interesting matter,
especially in the shape of correspondence. I would
rather the book had been shorter. But this seemed
impossible consistently with fair-dealing towards its
subject. Such as it is, I commend it to my readers
alike as a curious piece of psychological revelation and
a not uninteresting though mournful picture of artist
life.

Chiswick Lodge,
June, 1853.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073790
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07379-0 - Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon Historical Painter: From
His Autobiography and Journals: Volume 1

Edited by Tom Taylor

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073790
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07379-0 - Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon Historical Painter: From
His Autobiography and Journals: Volume 1

Edited by Tom Taylor

Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS
OF
THE FIRST VOLUME.
INTRODUCTION - - - - - Page 1
PART 1.
CHAPTER 1.

Birth and Parentage.— My Family. — Early Recollections.— Early
Struggles.— I determine to be a Painter. —My Father's Part-
ner - - - - - - - 38

CHAP. II.
I go to London.—New in London.—Introduction to Northcote
and Opie.— Introduction to Fuseli. — I make Acquaintance with

Jackson. — Fellow Students. — Fuseli’s Influence. — Return
Home. — Wilkie - - - - - - 21

CHAP. III.

My Fellow Students.—1I dissect. — Nelson’s Death. — Wilkie's
Practice. — Charles Bell's Lectures. — Wilkie’s Village Politi-
cians, — Wilkie’s Triumph. — Wilkie. — Letter from Wilkie.—
My first Picture - - - - - 88

CHAP. IV.

Visit from Sir G. Beaumont.— My first Dinner in High Life. —
Working at my first Picture.—I exlibit my first Picture.—
Letter from Sir George Beaumont. — First Visit to Lord Mul-
grave.— Presentation of a Cup to Fuseli. —Death of Opie.—
“The Concern” in Rathbone Flace - - - 57

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073790
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07379-0 - Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon Historical Painter: From
His Autobiography and Journals: Volume 1

Edited by Tom Taylor

Frontmatter

More information

Xi1 CONTENTS OF

CHAP. V.
I practise Portrait-painting. — A strange Meeting. — My Mother’s
Death.— My Mother’s Funeral - - - Page 79
PART IL
CHAP. VI

My Difficulties with Dentatus. — My first Sight of the FElgin
Marbles.— Fuseli’s Admiration of the Marbles. — Working from -
the Elgin Marbles. — From my Journals of 1808. — Journal-
keeping - - - - - - 88

CHAP. VIIL

Dinners at the Admiralty. — From my Journals of 1808.— My
Advance.in Society.— My Dentatus finished. —My Dentatus
exhibited. — Caprices of Fashion,— Unfair Treatment of Den-

tatus - - - - - - 108
CHAP. VIIL
Trip to Devon with Wilkie. — Our Voyage to Plymouth. — Our
Visit to Coleorton - - - - - 128
CHAP. IX.

Commission from Sir G. Beaumont.— Dispute with Sir G. Beau-
mont. —I dissect a Lioness. — Moulding from a Man.— My Work
at Macbeth.— My Difficulties. — Wilkie’s Rival : his Illness. —
Sebastiano del Piombo’s Lazarus. — The Beginning of my Con-
flicts.— From my Journals of 1811.— My first literary Contro-
versy.— Macbeth is finished.—1I attack the Academy.— The

Effects of my Attack. — Wilkie’s Advice - - - 136
CHAP. X,
Prince Hoare's Opinion of my Conduct.— From my Journals of
1812. — Letter from Charles Bell - - - 183
CHAP. XL

My pecuniary Difficulties. — My Landlord’s Kindness, -— Mental
Struggles.—1I return from the Country. — From my Journals of

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073790
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07379-0 - Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon Historical Painter: From
His Autobiography and Journals: Volume 1

Edited by Tom Taylor

Frontmatter

More information

THE FIRST VOLUME, x1il

1812. — On public Encouragement of Art.— The Year closes.—
From my Journals of 1813 - - - Page 192

CHAP. XIL

My Intimates in 1813.—Christening Party at Hazlitt’s.—My Gipsy
Model.—From my Journals of 1814, —I break down. — Exhi-
bition of Solomon.— Solomon is bought.—My Triumph - 224

PART III.

CHAP. XIIL

My Triumph : Hazlitb.—My Visit to France with Wilkie.—Dieppe.
—Rouen. — Journey to Paris. — The Entrance into Paris.—Il1-
ness of Wilkie.— The Allied Troops in Paris.—The Rue St.
Honoré in 1814. — French Soldiers.— Illustrations of French
Character. — Versailles: Rambouillet. — Napoleon's Soldiers. —
Vincennes : Belleville.—Paris : Sunday Observance.—A Visit to
Gérard’s.— Titian’s Pietro Martire.— Wilkie's Departure.—
Fontainebleau. — Fontainebleau : the Guard. — The Ride back
to Paris. —Denon : The Egyptian Race - - - 241

CHAP. XIV.

The Freedom of Plymouth voted me.—The Close of the Year.—
From my Journals of 1815.-— Old Masters at the British Institu-
tion. — History of the Elgin Marbles. — The Elgin Marbles 284

CHAP. XV.

From my Journals of 1815.— Waterloo: a Monument proposed. —
Sir George Beaumont’s Advice. — A Waterloo Man’s Letter. —
Waterloo Anecdotes.— Stories of Waterloo.— An Eccentric. —
Moulding the Elgin Marbles. — A Visit from Canova.— Ca-
nova - - - - - - - 297

CHAP. XVI.

Letter from Wordsworth. — Extracts from Journal. —The Phyga-
leian Marbles.— Committee on the Elgin Marbles.—On the
Judgment of Connoisseurs.— Lord Elgin out of Pocket - 324

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073790
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07379-0 - Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon Historical Painter: From
His Autobiography and Journals: Volume 1

Edited by Tom Taylor

Frontmatter

More information

X1V CONTENTS OF THE FIRST VOLUME.

CHAP. XVIIL

I fall in love.—Money-lenders, — The Misery of borrowing.—1I
propose a Plan for Premiums. —Commission for the Chelsea
Pensioners.— Pictures returned from Paris. — My Pupils: the
Annals of Art.— Contributions to the Annals of Art.— My Ac-
quaintance with Keats,— Keats. — Discussion on Christianity, —
Two Cartoons sent to the Institution.—Close of the Year.—
The Grand-Duke visits the Marbles.— Treachery of Sauerweid.
— Kindness of Mr. Harman. — The Catalogue raisonnée. —
Portrait-painting. — Vituperations of Blackwood. — In Diffi-
culties. — Assisted by Mr. Coutts. — A. Party : Wordsworth :
Lamb : Keats - - - - Page 343

CHAP. XVIII.

A Commission from Russia.— Letter to Canning.-— Letter from
Keats.— Offer of a Trip to Italy.— Christ’s Entry into Jeru-
salem. — A private Day. -—— Meeting with Scott. — West’s
Funeral.—1T send Jerusalem to Scotland. — My Visit to Edin-
burgh - - - - - - - 389

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073790
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07379-0 - Life of Benjamin Robert Haydon Historical Painter: From
His Autobiography and Journals: Volume 1

Edited by Tom Taylor

Frontmatter

More information

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

OF

BENJAMIN ROBERT HAYDON,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073790
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781108073790: 


