
Maritime Exploration
This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of voyages by Europeans to the Americas, 
Asia, Australasia and the Pacific during the colonial period. Driven by the military and commercial interests 
of powers including Britain, France and the Netherlands, particularly the East India Companies, these expeditions 
brought back a wealth of information on climate, natural resources, topography, and distant civilisations. 
Their detailed observations provide fascinating historical data for climatologists, ecologists and anthropologists, 
and the accounts of the mariners’ experiences on their long and dangerous voyages are full of human interest.

An Account of a Voyage in Search of La Pérouse
Following the mysterious disappearance of the La Pérouse expedition after it sailed out of Botany Bay in 1788, 
the French botanist Jacques-Julien Houtou de Labillardière (1755–1834) took part in the search that departed 
in 1791 from Brest in two ships, Recherche and Espérance. In the space of three years, the expedition’s naturalists 
collected numerous specimens, with Labillardière focusing on Australian flora, but their missing countrymen were 
never found. Notwithstanding the later confiscation of the scientific collections by the British – Sir Joseph Banks 
helped to secure their return – Labillardière was able to publish this narrative to great acclaim in 1800. Reissued 
here is the English translation of the same year, complete with a volume of finely engraved plates. The work is 
especially notable for its descriptions and illustrations of the indigenous peoples of Australasia. This volume of 
illustrations contains more than forty plates depicting people, artefacts, plants and animals.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, 
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range 
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries, 
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files 
are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright 
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07377-6 - An Account of a Voyage in Search of La Pérouse Undertaken by Order of the Constituent Assembly 
of France, and Performed in the Years 1791, 1792, and 1793: Volume 3: Plates
Jacques-Julien Houtou de Labillardière
Frontmatter
More information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073776
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


An Account of a Voyage 
in Search of La Pérouse

Undertaken by Order of the Constituent Assembly of France, 
and Performed in the Years 1791, 1792, and 1793

Volume 3:  Pl ates

Jacques-Julien Hou tou de L abill ardière

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07377-6 - An Account of a Voyage in Search of La Pérouse Undertaken by Order of the Constituent Assembly 
of France, and Performed in the Years 1791, 1792, and 1793: Volume 3: Plates
Jacques-Julien Houtou de Labillardière
Frontmatter
More information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073776
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1800
This digitally printed version 2014

isbn  978-1-108-07377-6  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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