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TO THE
RIGHT HONOURABLE

Sir JOSEPH BANKS, Barr. K. B.

Prefident of the Royal Seciety,
&e. Ge. e,

|

SIR,

WHEN I confider the obliga-
tion which you have conferred on the Author
of the ¢ Account of the Voyage in fearch of
¢ La Péroufe,” I cannot, as the Tranflator
of his work, refift the inclination I feel, to
pay you that tribute of applaufe to which
you have fo juft a claim. The Sciences, to
the improvement of which you have not
only devoted your days, but, in the prime of

a2 life,
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A% DEDICATION.

life, facrificed your eafe and comfort, have
now to acknowledge your having been in-
ftrumental in affording M. LaBrrrar-
DIERE an opportunity of enriching natural
hiftory with a defcription of the fpecimens
which he collected during his voyage with
Admiral D’Entrecafteaux.

In thefe volumes you will, no doubt, Sir,
find many objects which have before attra&ted
your notice in the courfe of your circumna-~
vigation of the globe; but among the plants
here defcribed, you will meet with feveral of
new genera and fpecies, or at leaft which
appear not to have hitherto fallen under the
obfervation of any naturalift. Of thefe I
have endeavoured to convey, to the Englith-
botanical reader, an accurate idea: and it
will be no fmall gratification to me to learn,
that my humble attempts, in this refpe&,
have not been unattended with fuccefs; and
that, upon the whole, my tranflation has
proved a faithful picture of the original, and
not altogether undeferving of the approba-

tion
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DEDICATION, v

tion of one, who has fo fully exemplified
the truth of Dr. Hawke{worth’s remark in
his Introdu@ion to Cook’s Firft Voyage:
¢ It is fortunate for mankind, when wealth
‘¢ and {cience, and a ftrong inclination to
¢ exert the powers of both for purpofes of
‘¢ public benefit, unite in the fame Perfon.”

I have the honour to be,
With great refpect,
Sir,
Your moft obedient, and

moft humble fervant,

Tue TRANSLATOR.
LonpoN,

May 2, 1800.
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THE

TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

THE Voyage in fearch of La Péroufe had long
ceafed to engage the attention of the curious,
and even fecemed almoft to have efcaped the me-
mory of the general clafs of readers, when, after
a lapfe of feven years, one of the Naturalifts em.
barked on the expedition, recently publithed an
account of it, a correét and unmautilated tranfla~
tion of which will be found in the following
theets; but, as M. Labillardiére, in his Introduc-
tion, has not affigned any reafon for the tardy
appearance of his work, it may perhaps be not
altogether uninterefting to ftate briefly the prin-

cipal caufes which have occafioned this delay.
It will be feen towards the end of the Second
Volume, that, after the death of Captain Huon
and
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xvi THE TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

and of Rear-admiral D’Entrecafteaux, the com-
mand of the expedition devolved on M. Dauri-
beau, who had been previoufly appointed Cap-
tain of the Efpérance. While the thips lay off
Sourabaya, one of the principal fettléments of
the Dutch in the Ifland of Java, anm account was
received there of war having broken out between
France and Holland. Although the council of
Sourabaya at firft detained the French officer
fent to procure pilots to carry the fhips into the
road, they foon received orders from the Regency
of Batavia not only to admit the French fhips,
but to furnith them and their crews with every
neceffary of which they might ftand in need.
The dyfentery having at this time made confi-
derable ravages on board, moft of the gentle-
men belonging to the expedition took up their
refidence on thore. It appears, that, three months
after this, fome frefh news having arrived from
Europe, M. Dauribeau and the principal officers
came to a refolution of hoifting the white flag, as
the emblem of their attachment to the old mo-
narchical government of France, and putting
themfelves under the protection of the Dutch,

they
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they caufed all the officers, naturalifts, and fuch
of the people belonging to the two fhips as they
thought would efpoufe the republican caufe, to
be apprehended and thrown into prifon. M.
Dauribeau at the fame time feized upon all the
colleions of the naturalifts, and foon after pre-
vailed on the Governor of Samarang to caufe
their effe€ls to be fearched, in order to get pof-
feflion of the manufcripts containing the obfer-
vations which they had made during the voyage ;
but M. Labillardi¢re and his friend M. Legrand
faved their journals. ‘The officers and other per-
fons of the republican party were in the fequel
transferred to the prifons of Batavia, and after a
long confinement in the vicinity of that un-
healthy fpot, were exchanged, and fent to the
Ifle of France. The Recherche and the Efpé-
rance being left without men fufficient to navi-
gate them, an inventory was taken of their fur-
niture, ftores, &c. by commiffioners appointed
on both fides; and thefe, together with the fhips,
were received by the Regency of Batavia to an-
fwer the advances made in provifions, and in
other kinds of fuccour afforded to the officers

VoL, I. b and
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and crews ; the Regeuncy engaging that the Dutch
government fhould account for the furplus to the
King of France. M. Dauribeau died on the 22d
of Auguft 17¢4; and M. Roffel, then firft lieu-
tenant of the Recherche, confequently becoming
the fenior officer in command, took into his
charge Admiral D’Entrecafteaux’s journal, with
all the charts, plans, drawings, fpecimens of na-
tural hiftory, &c. and carly in the year 1795,
embarked with thcm for Europe, in the Hoogly,
a Dutch Eaft-Indiaman, bound from Batavia to
Amfterdam. On the gth of June following,
this and feven more Dutch fhips that were in
company with her, were captured off St. Helena
by his Majcﬂy’s thip the Sceptrc of 64 guns,
commanded by Captain Effington, who was
bringing home his prizes, when, in confequence
of the Hoogly fpringing a leak, fhe was {o near
foundering, as to make it neceffary to take out
all ber people and abandon her; this fervice was
execnted on the 2d of September, when Cap-
tain Effington ordered her to be fet on fire. On
the Scéptre’s arrival in England, Captain Effling-
ton tranfmitted to the Lords Commiffioners of

the
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the Admiralty fuch of the journals, charts, plans,
drawings, and colletions in natural hiftory be-
longing to Admiral D’Entrecafteaux’s expedition,
as, previous to the capture of the Hoogly, M.
Roflel was conveying to Holland.

On the 12th of March 1796, M. Labillar-
di¢re arrived at Paris from the Ifle of France,
and finding his colleétion of fpecimens of na-
tural hiflory in the pofleflion of the Britith go-
vernment, he urged the perfons exercifing the
government of France to claim them; this appli-
cation being warmly feconded by Sir Jofeph
Banks, they were delivered up with the moft
fcrupulous exacinefs, and in a manner that re-
flels the higheft honour on the perfons imme-
diately concerned, and, with all the other papers,
charts, plans, &c. tranfmitted to Paris in Au-
guft 1796 *.

A perufal of M. Labillardiére’s narrative wiil

afford the moft ample proof of his being emi-
nently

% So exact were Minifters in their compliance with this ap-
plication, that the Board of Admiralty ordered a Lieutenant of
the navy to be fent to Havre in a flag of truce, with the twenty-
one cafes which contained M., Labillardiére’s colletions, and
which had previoufly been in the care of Sir Jofeph Banks.

b 2
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nently qualified for the fituation to which he was
appointed : his defcriptions in natural hiftory
are at once concife and perfpicuous, and be-
fpeak the moft perfe&t knowledge of the
fubje&t ; while that part of his narrative which
immediately relates to nautical matters, leaves
the inquifitive geographer and cautious navi-
gator nothing to with for, either in refpect
to the configuration and extent of the coafts
be vifited, or their precife latitudes and longi-
tudes, the variation of the compafs, the pre-
vailing winds, the dire€ion and firength of the
tides and currents, the fituation of fhoals, the
foundings, &c. &c. On each of thefe heads
enough is faid for the guidance of future navi-
gators, without defcending to thofe frequent
repetitions, which, however neceflary they may
be in detailing the geographical pofition of a
newly-difcovered land, never fail to tire the
general reader. Hence it is, that the narrative
of a mere feaman is commonly filled with a
fucceflion of nautical remarks, penned in the
monotonous fiyle of a log-book ; the journal of
the philofophic naturalit, on the contrary, not
only abounds with lively piQures of the moft

5 interefting
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interefling producdtions of the creation, but is
interfperfed with defcriptions of countries and
people, manners, cuftoms, and language ; no-
thing efcapes his active refearches ; none of the
elements long conceal from his penetrating eye
their diverfified riches; he explores the inmoft
recefles of Nature, and reveals thofe beauties
which lie hidden from the view of an ordinary
obferver.

In the nomenclature of a few particular places,
I have not thought myfelf at liberty to depart
from my original. Thus, what Captain Cook
and all Englith navigators term Van Diemen’s
Land, I have, after M. Labillardi¢re, denomi-
nated Cape Diemen. But I have ventured to
amend the orthography adopted by M. Labilfar-
diére in the courfe of other parts of his naviga-
tion, particularly in the names of the iflands
lying to the northward of New Guinea, and
thence through Pitt’s Strait to the Moluccas.
I have tranfcribed the names of thefe different
iflands and places from the voyage of Captain
Forreft, who had more frequent opportunities of

learning the names given them by the natives.
b3 I think
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I think it neceffary to be thus explicit on this
point, as [ am of opinion that the names of all
coafts, iflands, bays, &c. given by the naviga-
tors who firft difcovered them fhould be faith-
fully preferved and adhered to, unlefs there is
a poffibility of obtaining the name affigned to
them by the natives of the country, which
thould undoubtedly be preferred.

In regard to longitude, I have alfo followed
the original, in which it is uniformly reckoned
from the meridian of Paris, and after paffing it
to the eaft, is carried on eafterly beyond the
18oth degree, and back to the fame meridian.
The reader can cafily reduce it to longitude
from Greenwich, by allowing 2° 20’ for the dif-
ference eftablifhed between the two meridians.

In order to fave the trouble of reference, I
have prefixed to this volume an Inpex of the
articles of natural hiftory, which occur in the
work, containing their Linnzan or other fci-
entific name, with the carrefponding Englifh
or other name by which they are moft commonly
known, and likewife the pages of the volume
in which they are mentioned,

In
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{n the Malay, Cape Diemen, Friendly Iflands,
New Caledonia, and Waygiou vocabularies, at
the end of the fecond volume, I have adapted
the orthography as nearly as poflible to the
Englith pronunciation.

The main obje&t of M. D Entrecafteaux’s
voyage having been to fearch for La Péroufe,
I now fubjoin, for the fatisfation of the reader,
the tranflation of an extra& of the laft letter
written by that unfortunate navigator to the
Marfhal De Cafiries, then Minifter of the
French Marine, in which he fpecifies the track
that he intended to follow on his departure from
New South Wales, in March 1488.

¢ Botany Bay, 4tk February 1788.

« I fhall again make a run to the Friendly
« Iflands, and I fhall firitly perform every
¢ thing that has been enjoined me by my in-
“ firudtions, in regard to the fouth part of
¢ New Caledonia, Mendana’s Ifland of Santa
¢ Cruz, the fouthern coaft of Surville’s Terre
“ des Arfacides, and the land called by Bou-
¢¢ gainville Lz Louifiade, and endeavaur to
' b 4 “¢ afcer-
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4

-~

afcertain whether this laft makes a part of
¢« New Guinea; or is feparated from it. To-
¢¢ wards the end of July 1788, I fhall pafs be-
¢ tween New Guinea and New Holland, by a
¢ different channel than Endeavour Strait, pro-
¢ vided fuch a one exift. During the month
‘¢ of September, and a part of Odtober, I fhall
« vifit the Gulf of Carpentaria, and all the
“ weft coaft of New Holland, as far as Van
¢ Diemen’s Land ; but yet in fuch a manner,
¢ that it may be poffible for me to get to-the
¢ northward in time to arrive at the Ifle of

¢ France in the beginning of December 1;88,”

To gratify the impatience of the reader, I
fhall here, in a few words, anticipate the refult
of this voyage. When Admiral I'’Entrecafteaux
touched at the Cape of Good Hope, he received
difpatches from M. Saint-Felix, the French
Commander in Cuief on the India ftation, en-
clofing him the depofitions of two French Cap-
tains of merchantmen, which flated that Cap-
tain Hunter, late of the Syrius frigate, when
pafling by the Admiralty Iflands, in his voyage

from
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from Botany Bay to Batavia in a Dutch vefft],
perceived feveral canoes containing favages,
fome of whom appeared to him to be clothed
in the uniform of the French navy, but with
whom, from thc contrariety of the winds and
currents, he could not have any intercourfe.
Notwithftanding the improbability of the truth
of this flatement, Admiral D'Entrecafteaux, with
a zeal highly honourable to his feelings, did not
hefitate a fingle moment; he changed the plan
of his route, to haften to the Admiralty Iflands.
His ardour not having been crowned with fuc-
cefs, he recommenced his fearch in the order
prefcribed by his infiructions, and completely
fulfilled them all, by exploring, as far as was in
his power, thofe coafis, iflands, &c. mentioned
by La Péroufe in his laft letter, without being
able to obtain the fmalleft information, or any
thing like a ground for a probable conjecture,
concerning the fate of a man, whofe fkill, per-
feverance, fortitude, and humanity, have jufily
entitled him to be placed at the head of thofe
navigators of whom France may well cherith a

proud and grateful remembrance.

INTRO-
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