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AN ACCOUNT

OF A

V O Y 4 & E

IN SEARCH OF

LA PEROUSE,

i

CHAPTER L

Departure from Bref.—Arrrval at Santa Cruz, in
the tftand of Teneriffe.—Journey to the Peak.—
A failor who was juff drowned is reflored to
Ilife.—~Some daring thieves fleal his clothes.—
Two naturalifis feined with a fpitting of blood,
which prevents them from afcending to the fum-
mit of the Peak.—Englif fhips in the road of
Santa Cruz.—Different refults of obfervations
made for afcertaining the variation of the mag-
netic needle~A new wvolcano to the fouth-weft of
the Peak.

THE equipment of the two fhips deftined for
the voyage which we were going to undertake,
was in a very forward ftate towards the end of

Voi I B the

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073752
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-07375-2 - An Account of a Voyage in Search of La Pérouse Undertaken by
Order of the Constituent Assembly of France, and Performed in the Years 1791, 1792,
and 1793: Volume 1

Jacques-Julien Houtou de Labillardiére
Excerpt

More information

2 VOYAGE IN SEARCH

the month of Avguft 1791, when Commodore
D Entrecafteaux gave us notice to repair to
Breft. I had the pleafure of performing this
journey with threc perfons belonging to the
fame expedition, Citizens Riche, Beaupré, and
Pierfon.

We arrived at Breft on the 1oth of Septem-
ber. The fineft fhips of France, fuch as the
Majeftueux, the Etats de Bourgogne, the Amé-
rique, &c. were then in the harbour.

While the aftronomers were occupied by ob-
fervations for afcertaining the rate of going of
the watches and time-keepers, the naturalifts
hafteped to complete the articles neceffary for
the prefervation of the colleftions which they
purpofed making in the new countries that they
were going to vifit.

As it was my intention to devote myfelf par-
ticularly to the obfervation of vegetables, T had
occafion for a quantity of paper, and I withed
to meet with fome of a very large fize. ] had
confiderable difficulty in procuring twenty-two
reams becaufe almoft all that remained in frore
had recently been iflued for the fervice of the
artillery.

Part of the time that I had at my difpofal.
was employed in vifiting the botanical garden,
which is kept 1n high ordes. Tn the fame place
there is a fmall cabinet of natural hiftory, in

which
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OF LA PEROUSE. 3

which I remarked feveral anatomical prepara-
tions that had been prefented by Citizen Jouanet,
furgeon of the Efpérance.

The fhips companies were mufiered in the har-
bour on the 211t of September.

On the 25th, our fhips went into the road,
where there were then not any foreign veffels,
nor many French.

We were deeply laden. Tndeed our draught
of water was, at the time of our departure, four
meters forty-fix centimeters and a half, or thir-
teen feet nine inches, abaft, and four meters
feventeen centimeters, or twelve feet fix inches,
forward *,

There were on board the Recherche ;

6 Eight pounders.

2 Thirty-fix pound carronades.

6 Swivels of a demi-kilogram.
12 Swivels of a double hetogram.
45 Mufkets.

35 Piftols.

50 Sabres.

3o Pole-axes.
10 Mufketoons.

* On due confideration, the tranflator has thought pro-
per to retain the new French weights and meafures, a table of
which will be foiind at the end of the fecond volume. The
only exception that he has made to this rule is refpe&ing the
depth of water, which is expreffed in fathoms,

B2 The
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4 VOYAGE IN SEARCH

The Efpérance had nearly the fame means of
defence; and thefe were fufficient for prote&ing
us again{t any entcrprife on the part of the
favages.

The two fhips were provided with a great
quantity of articles deftined to be diftributed
among the natives of the South Sea. Iron tools,
ftuffs of different colours, and parficularly of
red, formed the chief of our ftock of articles
for traffic.

Each of our fhips carried eighteen months pro-
vifions. We were rcady to fail, and were waiting
ohly for a fair wind, when a tolerably frefh
brceze from the eaftward permitted us to get
under way, about one o clock in the afternoon,
on the 28th of September. No fooner had we
got clear of the road, than it was difcovered
that two failors and a boy, who were extremely
defirous of making this voyage, and much vexed
at not being included in the number of the
thips companies, had concealed themfelves on
board. As we had {carcely the room neceffary
for thofe who were deftined for the voyage, the
Commodore ftood into the road of Bertheaume,
whence he ordered thefe three unexpefled in-
truders to be put on fhore.

The Efpérance, having continued her courle,
had got far ahcad of us; but we joined her

again
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OF LA PEROUSE. 5

again before night, for we failed much better
than the did.

We took our departure at fix o’clock in the
cvening, being then in the latitude of 48° 13
north, and in the longitude of 7° 15" weft;
Uthant bearing north 2° weft; the Bec de la
Chevre fouth-eaft 4° eaft; and the Bec du Raz
fouth 2° eaft. We were then at the diftance of a
myriameter from Point Matthieu. The courfe
ordered to be fteered was weft-north-weft :
afterwards, about midnight, the fhip was kept
weft.

On the 29th, Commodore D’Entrecaficaux
learnt, by difpatches, which he was not to open
till he was at fea, that Captain Huon Kermadec,
commander of the Efpérance, was made Poft,
and that he himfelf was raifed to the rank of
rear-admiral.  This news was inftantly commu-'
nicated through the fpeaking-trumpet to the Ef-
pérance.

Our enfigns were immediately hoifted with
the diftinQive emblem of the rank which had
jufl been conferred on the Commodore.

Another difcovery was made of two ma-
rines, and a boy, who were not included in the
lift of the fhip’s company. Thefe had till now
kept themfelves carefully concealed. Tt was no
longer poffible to fend them on fhore, becaufe
we were at too great a difiance from the land ;

B3 accordingly
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6 VOYAGE IN SEARCH

accordingly the Admiral allowed them to make
the voyage.

~ As I had already been a few voyages, ¥ima-
gined, that I had acquired a fufficient habit
of a fea life to be no longer incommoded by the
motion of the thip; but this habit had long been
loft ; and indeed I was fea-fick, during the firf}
three days after our leaving Breft. 1 had fe-
veral times occafion to remark in the courfe
of the voyage which I have recently made, that
it was neceffary for me to remain only a little
while on fhore. to lofe the habit of the fea: fa
that whenever we failed again, even after a very
fhort ftay in port, I was for two or three days
almoft as much indifpofed as on my departure
from Bre®t. Seamen, in this cafe, recommend
eating, notwithftanding the difguft occafioned
by the naufea peculiar to this kind of aftetion.
It is not eafy to coincide in that opinion; for,
befides a great difficulty of deglutition, the lodg-
ment of aliments in the ftomach increafes the
naufea; it is an additional evil, when a perfon is
ebliged to bring them up again.

Diluting drinks, taken in a fmall quantity
at a time, in order to affift the contradtile powers,
of the ftomach, afforded me conftant relief;
lukewarm water, ilightly fwveetened, was the
drink of which I then gencrally made ufe, be-

caufe
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OF LA PEROUSE, 7

caufe it is that which is moft cafily procured in
a fhip.

There were on board, however, feveral per-
fons who, although they had never before beent
at fea, experienced no effect from the motion
of the thip. Such a conftitution is very defirable
when a man undertakes long voyages; for it is
difficult to exprefs the unpleafant feelings acca-
fioned by this fpafmodic affedtion, which, ex-
tending to every part of the body, throws a perfon
into fuch a ftate of languor, that he hangs to
life, only becaufe he has a feeble profpeét of a
period to his fufferings,

From our departure, till the sth of October,
the winds were faint and variable, between the
weft and the north’; they blew afterwards pretty
frefh, varying from north-eaft to north, till our
arrival at Teneriffe. 'We were not free from
uneafinefs refpedting this increafe of the wind;
for, in our fituation, it might become fatal to us.
Incumbered in every part, with a lading far toa
confiderable for the fhip’s bearings, we might
overfet in a heavy fea, the ftowage being very in-
completely arranged. It was in this @ate of dif~
order that we had failed, although the National
Affembly had, near eight months before, decreed
that the voyage fhould take place.

On the 11th of O&tober, about fifty five mi-
nutes after ten o'clock, there was an eclipfe of

B 4 the
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8 VOYAGE IN SEARCH

the moon. It is very difficult to make, at fea,
fuch an obfervation of it as can be relied on:
Citizen Willaumez, however, deduced from his,
18° 597 45" of weft longitude,

The Etpérance made the fignal for land on.
the 12th, about eight o’clock in the-morning,.

At noan, we reckoned ourfelves fourteen
myriameters from the Peak of Teneriffe, which
was feen to the fouth-eaft by fouth, majeflically
rearing its head above the clounds.

On thte approach of night, we were at the
diftance of only two myriameters from the north-
eaft point of the ifland. We kept ftanding off
and on under our topfails, waiting for daylight.
As foon as it began to appear, we approached
the coaft, which we ranged along at the diftance
of a kilometer.

We caft anchor about half paft nine o’clock
in the morning on the 13th, in the road of
Santa Cruz, in ten fathoms water, over a bot-
tom of black muddy fand.

Citizen Fonfpertuis, the French Conful, im-
mediately came on board, and offered the Ad-
miral to do every thing that he could, towards
fupplying the wants of our two fhips.

1 went on fhore in the afternoon, in arder to
view the environs of the town. Although the
feafon was a]ready advanced, the reverberation
of the rays of the fun, by the volcanic fiones, oc

cafioned
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OF LA PEROUSE. 9

cafioned a heat fo much the more inconvenient,
as the dead calm left them their full power.

I remarked among the plants which grow in
the environs of Santa Cruz, a woody melifla,
kaown to botanifts under the name of meliffa
Sfruticofa, the faccharum Teneriffe, the cacakia
kleinia, the datura metel, the chryfanihemum fruc-
tefcens, &e.

The beautiful tree known by the name
of the fair poinciana (poinciana pulcherrima) con-
ftituted the ornament of fome of the gardens.

This fame evening, Citizen Ely, firuck by the
odd garb of fome women belonging to the
town, who, at the time even of the greateft heat,
wear a fort of very thick woollen cloak, was
employed in taking a fketch of them, when a
fentry came and interrupted him, thinking that
he was taking a plan of the road. It was to no
purpofe that he fhewed him that he was only
copying a drefs ; the foldier would not let him
finifh his drawing.

We had brought up too near a fmall veffel:
for this reafon, we in the afternoon carried out
an anchar towards the thore, by means of which
we kept at a proper difiance from her

Qur bearings, taken from this po:nt, were as
follow:

The redoubt to the north of the town, north-
eaft by eaft, 4° caft, and the great tower fituated

about
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10 VOYAGE IN SEARCH

about the middle of the town, weft-fouth-
weft.

On the 14th, at funrife, each of the forts re-
turned with nine guns, the falute which we had
given them with the like number. We had
fired a falute of fifteen for the citadel, which
rcturned it gun for gun, ahout noon.

A packet, arriving from Spain, came and an-
chored in the road.

We had formed the proje& of undertaking,
the very next day, a journey ta the Peak, and
of vifiting fucceflively the high mountains of the
Mland. The. French Conful was anxious to
afford us all the affifiance in his power; and he
gave us a letter of recommendation for M. de
Cologant, a refpectable merchant refiding at
Orotava.

On the 15th, about four o’clock in the morning,
we repaired to the Mole, to the number of eight;
namecly, Develle, one of the officers of our fhip;
Piron, Defchamps, Lahaye, three fervants, and
mytelf: one of the fervants was fufficiently ac-
qainted with the Spanifh language to a& as our
interpreter. We found on the landing place, by
the fea-fide, fome of the mules which were def-
tined for us; but upwards of an hour elapfed
before we were able to begin our journey; for
it was no eafy matter to aflemble fome of the
guides, who, knowing very well that we fhould

no
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