
Printing and Publishing History
The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in its own right, revealing a great deal 
about social attitudes, technological progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic 
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library Collection reissues classic studies 
in the area of printing and publishing history that shed light on developments in typography and book design, 
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals, and the roles of authors and illustrators. 
It documents the ebb and flow of the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from almanacs 
to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

The Life and Typography of William Caxton, England’s First Printer
This two-volume work on the life and activities of the printer William Caxton, a vital source for bibliographers, 
was written by another printer, William Blades, and published in 1861–3. Blades (1824–90), apprenticed into 
the family firm, developed a great interest in the history of his trade, collecting an extensive library of antiquarian 
books,and becoming an expert on early typefaces. He brings to his study of Caxton (which follows in the wake 
of works on incunabula by Ames, Herbert and Dibdin) his own practical experience of the craft of printing, largely 
unchanged, except for the addition of machine power, since Caxton’s day. He examined more than 450 Caxton 
printings, in Britain, France and the Low Countries, while preparing the work. Volume 1 deals with Caxton’s life 
and the background, in England and Europe, to his innovatory work. Transcriptions of contemporary documents 
are also supplied.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, 
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range 
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries, 
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files 
are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright 
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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