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Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in
its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow

of the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

The Printer’s Grammar

The author of this 1755 work is unknown - John Smith may not even have
been his real name - but internal evidence from the book suggests that

he may have spent some time in northern Germany, and he also shows
familiarity with aspects of French printing. Smith describes the typesetting
of books but not the actual printing, so it is possible that he may have been
a compositor or a printer’s reader. The work is a comprehensive survey of all
aspects of typecasting and composition, dealing with the formation of type,
regular- and irregular-bodied letters, accents, kerning, upper and lower case,
spacing, rules, braces and fleurons, and non-Roman fonts including Greek,
Hebrew, black-letter, Old English, and Chinese, as well as mathematical and
astronomical symbols and music. There are also sections on casting off copy,
composing, imposing and correcting, giving a fascinating account of the
eighteenth-century compositor’s craft.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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THE

Printers Grammar:

Wherein are Exhibited, Examined, and Explained,
THE
SUPERFICIES, GRADATION,

and PROPERTIES

OF
The different Sorts and Sizes of MeTAL TyrES,
cat by LETTER FOUNDERS:
Sundry ALPHABETS, of ORIENTAL, and
fome other Languages;

Together with the CHINESE Chara&lers:

The FicurEs of Mathematical, Aftronomical,
Mufical, and Phyfical Signs;
Jointly with Abbreviations, Contra&ions, and Ligatures:
The Conftru&ion of Metal Flowers — Various Tables,

and Calculations—Models of different Letter-Cafes 3
Schemes for Cafting off Copy, and Impofing ;

And many other
RequisiTEes for attaining a more perfe&t knowlege both in the
Taeory and PrRAacTICE of the ART of PRINTING.

WITH

Direcri1ons to Authors, Compilers, &e.
how to Prepare Copy, and to Correét their own Proofs.

The Whole calculated for the Service of All who have any
Concern in the Letter Prefs.

By Joun~N Smi1TH, Regiom.

L O N D O N: Printed for the Editor;

And Sold by W. Owen, near Temple Bar ; and by M. Coorer,
at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row.

M DCC LV.
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[i]

TO THE

R E A D E R

HE publication of the following Effay

is the refult of a refolution to make

a ftand againft the joint difafters that

long have harrafled me, and threaten to purfue
me to the laft confines of retreat: For tho’ in-
firmites and ailments are become habitual to me;
yet when their concomitant confequences pre-
fented themfelves more gaftly to me, I was on a
fudden prompted to think of guarding againft
their further incroachments : But knowing my-
felf unable to do it by the ufual exercife of my
profeffion, I concluded to publith Propofals for
printing this Grammar; which had the good
effet, that in a fhort time fo many declared
themfelves in favour of my undertaking, that I
had no room to doubt of fucceeding init. And
notwithftanding a confiderable number of my
Subfcribers h ve proved Apoftates fince, the
Work has neverthelefs been continued, and is
brought to a conclufion by the aid of the per-

manent
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i ]
manent Encouragers thereof ; and efpecially by
the intereft of fome particular Wellswifhers, who
have thewn themfelves fo affiduous in promote»
ing my expectations, that it demands my public
acknowlegement. By thefe helps, and by bave-
ing been permitted to print at prime coft, I
have been enabled to carry this Grammar to
its propofed length : but how it will be received
by thofe who have not yet examined into the
merits thereof, will foon appear by the fuccefs
of the remaining Copies. In the mean time 1
thall ufe no art to gain the approbation of thofe
who were under apprehenfion, that this Work,
being of a troublefome and expenfive nature, if
it was not done as it fbou/d be, would be better
not done at all; fince I am not ignorant, that
our ideas of the fame thing are not a/ways the
fame; and therefote hope they will reverfe
their opinion, and judge more favourable of
the whole. I myfelf, zw, find that it is
not done as it fhould be, by having been too
circumftantial in the Theoretical part of this
Grammar, thinking it incumbent in a Compo-
fitor to be acquainted with the Properties of
letters, as well as to know their Situation in
the boxes. But the ftudy of the firft is now
become obfolete, and called immaterial, accord-
ing to the compliment that was given by one to
the contents of our firft Number : and another
pronounced it an infignificant work, and even

quitted
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[ i ]
quitted it, on feeing in it the Sorts of a Fount of
Letter, which (he added ) he could have in the
Horn-book. But neither thefe nor other ag-
gravations have hinder’d me from purfuing my
defign; and from introducing, accarding to the
propofed compafs, what I thought might be of
fervice to fuch as know ftill lefs than what may
be gathered from this Volume; which has been
compiled under fuch difadvantages as well of
body as of mind, that I hope the many Wit-
nefles thereof will not expofe me where Iam
deficient. Neverthelefs, if there are thofe who
expe& what I have not promisd, they may
thank themfelves for being difappointed ; for I
did not intend totouch in ¢4js partupon the Hi-
ftory and Praétice of real Printing ; confidering
that thefe two articles would fill more fheets
than we have done in defcribing the bufinefs of
a Compofitor. Neither did I propofe to em-
bellifh this Effay with Pitures, by having feve-
ral things either cut in wood, or engraved in
copper; but have compos’d the Schemes for
Impofing, as well as fome Drafts of Cafes;
judging it not pertinent in work of this kind
to make a thew of the manuoperation of any
other artift than Compofitors; or to introduce
any thing elfe but what is caft by Letter-
founders, and may therefore create employment
for the Printer; but which cannot be expected
from Charaers or Reprefentations that have
their
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[iv]
their formation either in wood, or in copper.
It may therefore be faid, that a wotk of the
nature of this Grammar cannet be done as it
thould be, without the generous affiftance of
Founders, in furnifhing the undertaker thereof
with Sorts as fhould be exhibited, but which
either cannot be met with in Printing-houfes,
or elfe are not in condition good enough to ferve
for Specimens. A work of that perfection might
have been expe&ted, had Mr. PaLmeR lived to
execute his well-concerted Plan for that part
which was to have treated of the Practice of
Printing ; in which he would not have wanted
fuch helps as I could not expe&, on account
of not being in the fame fuperior ftation—an
advantage which many times prevails againft
real merit. Jejune however as this performance
may be look’d upon, it is not void of fuch At-
ticles as Mr. Palmer would have treated upon,
according to the Contents to his own work : and
zhis having the advantage of being done in a
Printing-hotife the moft compleat, has afforded
means to grace it with particulars that other-
wife could not have been expected. In the mean
time I am unwilling to lay afide the thoughts I
have entertained of compiling a Sequel to this
Part, containing The Hisrory and Prefent
StatTeE of PrRiNTING; for which under-
taking I would hope the favour and indulgence
of the Public,
4 THE
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