Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07343-1 - The Printer’s Grammar
John Smith

Excerpt

More information

THE

Printer’s Grammar.

Cuar. L

Of Roman,Itaric,and Brack
Printing Letter.

258 Onformable to the General method
¢{ which is obferved in Grammars, we

s thereof, viz. LETTERS; with
this difference, that inftead of ap-
plying their fignification, as in others, to the art
of {peaking and writing fome particular language,
we fhall confider them as the chief Printing-Ma-
terials ; and in the courfe of this Chapter treat of
their Contexture, Superficial fhape, and fuch Pro-
perties as come under the cognizance of Printers,

Ne L B Book-
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2 THE PRINTER’s GRAMMAR.

Bookfellers, and others who have a judgment of
Printing. Accordingly we fhall not confine our-
felves to the bare letters of different Alphabets,
but thew what other Sorts are comprehended in a
Fount of letter, caft either for Sacred, Antient,
or Modern languages : of which thofe of the laft
clafs being the moft prevailing, we fhall, in con-
fequence, give the preference to the charalters
which are appropriated not only for our own,but
other European fpeeches.

The Types, or Letters, then, which are made
ufe of for printing of Books, Effays, {c. here in
England, are called either Roman, ITAaLIC, OF
Brack.

SECT. L
Of RoMaN Printing Letter.

OMAN, is at prefent the general, and al-
moft only Letter which is ufed for printing ;

and has long fince been the national charaéter not
only of Great Britain and Ireland, but alfo of Por-
tugal, Spain, France, and Italy; whereas in Ger-
many, and in the kingdoms which lie round the
Baltic, they print with letters which owe their for-
mation to the Gothic charaéters : neverthelefs none
of thefe nations would fcruple to change Types,
and, with the Dutch, Polanders, and Hungarians,
to print whole works in their own language, with
Roman letter: and that the Germans themf{elves, as
well as thofe who patronize their charaéters, have
not yet intirely quitted them, and made Roman
letter more univerfal, is chiefly owing to their ap-

5 prehen-
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THE PRINTER’s GRAMMAR. 3

prehenfions of fharing the fate of the primitive
Printers, who, in attempting to introduce Roman
charadters, fuffered greatly, from the diflike which
the Learned then fhewed to the works which had
been done in that letter ; whereby the former were
obliged to return to printing in Gothic charaéter,
to which men of literature were then accuftomed,
and which refembled the writing of Monks ; for
whom it was not difficult to perfuade people to dif-
approve of any thing which had the leaft fhew of
bearing againft monaftic intereft.

The fame reafon may be given, why the Dutch
have not turned the Black letter out of their Print-
ing-houfes, but ftill make ufe of it, efpecially in
books of devotion, and religious treatifes defigned
for general ufe; whereas curious and learned fub-
Jeéts are frequently printed in Roman. The Ger-
mans, indeed, have more than once made effays
to print prayer-books in Roman letter, to try how
they would be received by the public: but it has
been obferved, that this method of bringing peo-
ple into the Printers fcheme would not take 3 and
that the fmall imprefiions of thefe bocks came
into the hands of fuch only as were either curious,
or as would be thought to be learned, when they
fhould be feen reading in a book printed in cha-
racters which the vulgar people in Germany per-
fuade themfelves to be appropriated to no other
than the Latin language. However, what has fru-
ftrated the defign of the German Printers, has not
intimidated thofe in Sweden, where, by the autho-
rity of the proper fupporters of fo noble a plan,

they have of late made confiderable fteps towards
B 2 abolifh-
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4  THE PRINTER’s GRAMMAR.
abolithing German types, by printing the New
Teftament, the Pfalter, and other fchool-books, in
Roman letter ; by which, ’tis hoped, printing, in
that quarter, will put on a better face; and their
hitherto eftablifhed printing letters become obfo-
lete, and antiquated.

The appellation itfelf which the fubjeét-charac-
ter bears is fufficient for us to conclude, that it
owes its being to the antient Romans, tho’ the face
of the prefent, and the fhape of the original Ro-
man letters are greatly changed, by the improve-
ments which they have received from time to time,
according to the laws and rules laid down by emi-
nent penmen. The Germans, and their confede-
rates, differ with us here, in callng all thofe fizes
of letter A N T 1 Qu A, Which we, as well as the
French, and other printing nations, comprehend
under the name of Roman'; which, were it mat-
ter of any importance, would deferve our inquiry,
to fee whether it is done to deprive the antient Ro-
mans from an ackowlegement due to their me-
mory, for the invention of their letters; or whether
it is to ferve for an open confeffion that they have
not yet been at the pains to bring their Antiqua
to the fame perfettion as their neighbours have
done the Roman.

That good Roman makes the beft figure in a
Specimen of letters, may be faid without referva-
tion, efpecially as I would be underftood not to
pronounce all Letter good which is new; but
only fuch as has the neceffary accomplithments as
well in its appearance, as fubftance. The firft of
the good qualities, therefore, of Letter, confilts in

its

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073431
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-07343-1 - The Printer’s Grammar
John Smith

Excerpt

More information

THE PRINTER’s GRAMMAR. 5

its being of a true, or rather gopd fhape; fince it
is impofiible to maintain the firt, without involv-
ing ourfelves in controverfies which cannot be
decided till fuch rules are eftablithed as may be a
ftandard for the exact uniformity of each letter in
particular. We fhall therefore not prefume to
make our obfervations upon this head; but con-
clude, with the ingenious Mr. Moxon, ¢ That
¢¢ the Roman letters were originally invented and
¢« contrived to be made and confilt of Circles,
¢« Arches of circles, and ftraight Lines; and that
< therefore thofe letters that have thefe figures,
« either entire, or elfe properly mixt, fo as the
« courfe and progrefs of the pen may beft admir,
“ may deferve the name of true fhape.” The
before-mentioned mathematical figures, therefore,
being oblerved, and properly applied, by the Let-
ter-cutter, will produce Roman characters, of fuch
harmony, grace, and fymmetry, as will delight
and eafe the eye, in reading ; by having their Fats
and Leans drove into one another with fuch fweet-
nefs as amazes a clafe examiner into the proportion
which the fmalleft letters bear to thofe of larger
fizes : but to fay, with certainty, what founding-
houfe can boaft of trxe-fhaped letters, would be
fpeaking with too much forwardnefs; fince it is
agreed, even by able pen-men, that none can
ftrike two letters of the fame fignification fo as,
upon the ftricteft examination, to have the fame
likenefs. If therefore it is impratticable to write
a true duplicate upon paper, it may be excufed in
thofe who attempt it in flee/ : for, were it poffible
to copy fo as to make it impofiible to dilcover
the
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6 THE PRINTER’s GRAMMAR.

the leaft deviation from the original, letter-cutters
too, would then be able to give accented letters,
and fuch as are contained in ligatures, the fame
exa® fhape and fymetry with thofe of the mean
alphabet, tho’ even #b¢fe thould have nothing but
the fancy of the artift in fupport of their being
true-thaped. We will therefore not engage in the
controver{y about ¢rue fhape in letters, but rather
chufe to be filent upon that head; and yet not
to fay, that the Dutch have exerted themfelves
more than their neighbours, in cafting good Let-
ter, would be ftifling a truth which does not want
for vouchers : for tho’ the authorities about the
invention of Metal Types run in favour of the
Germans; the meliorating and improving them
cannot be more juftly claimed by any than by the
Dutch, who have long fince diftinguifh d them-
felves by neat Prefs-work—And as this has been
afcribed to the goodnefs of their Letter, a tradi-
tion is ftill fofter’d by fome who have no concep-
tions of Printing, ¢That the Dutch print with
¢ filver types.” But a good and neat Prefsman can
beft inform them, that it is not Dutch letter on
which good Prefs-work depends; nor that all
Dutch letter is of equal goodnefs and beauty. It
may alfo be obferved, that it is owing to the ge-
nius of more than one Mafter that the preference
has been given to Dutch letter, and that the fame
has been exemplary ; as may be faid of Van Dijke’s
letters ; from which Mr. Moxon made his draught
of true-thaped letters. After Van Dijke, Fofkin,
and Dommer, have been confidered as two Wor-
thies, for their abilities in their profeflion. Not-
with-
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THE PRINTER’s GRAMMAR., 7

withftanding this, it cannot be faid that the merit
of Dutch letter thews itfelf in being true-fhaped,
elfe the large capital letters, in particular, would
not bear fuch a difproportion to each other, and
difcover fo little of that beauty which the proper
Placing of Fats and Leans otherwife afford. In
chis I refer to the large capitals of Dutch Englifh,
and Small Pica Roman, which- ftill are found in
Printing-houfes in London. We will therefore
fuppofe that the Dutch take more than common
care in finifhing their Punches, and removing all
fuch irregularities as may obftruét their making a
fmooth and even impreffion when they are funk
into Matrices, firft well prepared for the purpofe:
and as their Letter is generally caft of good metal,
and to ftand true, and exact in line, befides well
dreffed ; no wonder that it has recommended itfelf
into the moft confiderable Printing-houfes in this
city, and, probably, would have been received in
feveral others, had it not been obliged to makea
halt in its further progrefs, when the ingenious
Mr. W. Cascon at once deftroyed the in-
tereft which the Dutch letter-founders have had in
England; and which, ’tis hoped, they will not
recover, unlefs it appears that the Founders here
fhould defign to promote their own intereft by de-
trimenting that of Printers.

What has been faid about ¢rue fhape in letters,
relates chiefly to Roman; but, in our further ob-
fervations upon the Properties of good Letter, we
fhall camprehend all other fufil types as are caft
bere.  Accordingly, the goodnefs of Printing-
letter being not confined to true fhape alone, con-

fifts
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8 THE PRINTER’s GRAMMAR.

Ifts alfo in having a decp face; which depends,
firft, upon the Punches being cut to a reafonable
depth, and their Hollows deepened in proportion
to the width of the refpective letters; and, fecond-
ly, upon the Punches being funk deep into Ma-
trices: for if either of thefe two requifites is ne-
glected, the Letter, in courfe, will have a fhallow
face, and prove unprofitable to the purchafer; as
it is in France, where Printers have very great
reafon to complain of the fhallownefs of Letter
caft by their founders, Mr. FErTEL, Printer at
St. Omer, in particular, exclaims againft this im-
pofition in the following manner: ¢ We need not
<« wonder ( fays he) that our Prefs-work does not
« look better; for if the paper is apt to fink, or
< otherwife deceives the perfon that wets-it ; and
< the ink happens not to be very clean, the eye of
« the Letter is prefently filled up—The Prefsman
<« then, with his Bodkin, turns Graver; but with
¢¢ fuch an unfteady hand, and with fo little precau-
<¢ tion, that he more hurts than clears the Letter.
¢ Had our characters the fame depth as thofe
« abroad, French Prefs-work would undoubtedly
<« make a better figure alfo: but we have had new
¢ Founts wherethe relief part of fome Sorts (con-
« fider’d from the centre of their hollows) did not
«¢ anfwer to above the thicknefs of ordinary paper
¢« for printing—which is a fhame!” And though
this, at prefent, is not the cafe in England, it may
neverthelefs be obferved, that fome of our Roman
Jower-cafe forts are not equally fortified to endure
the weight of the Prefs, efpecially in Founts of the
leffer fizes, where the a, e, s, w, are worn out
before
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before the other forts are injured; which few
forts, were they caft again, and the worn ones

thrown out, would render a fount ferviceable for
a great deal of good work more.

The next of the principal qualities of good Let-
ter, is, that it be caft of good metal, fit to wear
well at leaft fo long as till it has paid for itfelf,
befides good intereft for its long credit; thereby to
eafe the charges of fuch forts of Letter as never
make a return neither of the principal nor intereft.
This is another great hardthip upon the Printers in
Paris, who are ferved with very bad metal by their
founders ; which, and the fhort wear they have of
their Letter on account of its fhallownefs, makes
the more fubftantial Printers lay out their money
in Francfort, from whence they are ferved with
a better commodity. Notwithftanding which, the
founders in Paris keep to their wonted metal, and
alledge,that it is of the fame compofition with that
which is ufed at the King’s founding-houfe ; which
ferves not any other but his Majefty’s Printing-
houfe at the Louvre, with fufil materials. It would
therefore be inconfiftent with the intereft of the
founder to caft Letter for lafting ; fince Letter, at
the faid Printing-houfe in Paris, isdeemed old,
and worn, when it has loft its brightnefs ; which,
tho’ it delights the eyes of fome, does not pleafe
the Printer, who rather chufes to fee new Letter
have a gloomy caft, judging from thence that its
metal will prove to be good.

The Compofition of metal for Letter being va-
rious, and depending upon the difcretion of the
founder, muft needs have different effects upon

C Letter,
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10 THE PRINTER’e GRAMMAR.

Letter, and render it either more or lefs fervice-
able. Mr. Moxon has been fo generous as to par-
ticularize the fpecies and the quantities which be
ufed to make Metal of ; and accordingly 28 /. of
Metal required 2 5 /6. melted lead, mixt with 3 2.
of iron and antimony melted together. But in
Germany they ufe more than three ingredients to
their Metal ; which is there made of fteel, iron,
copper, brafs, tin, and lead: all which they in-
corporate with each other by means of antimeny.
This Metal, if duly prepared, does not bend, but
breaks like glafs : it is harder than tin and lead ;
fomething fofter than topper, and melts fooner
than lead. This account I have of Mr. STrukE,
a Printer at Lubec, who did caft, for his own ufe,
not oply large-fiz’d letters for titles, but alfo a
fufficient quantity of two-lined Englifh, after a pe-
culiar manner, by cutting his Punches on wood,
and finking them afterwards into leaden Marrices
yet were the letters caft in them deeper than the
French gencrally are.  How they prepare Letter-
metal in Holland, I have not learn’d 3 but from a
certain inftance (the narration whereof would re-
quire a long digreflion ) T am perfwaded that they
differ both from the Englifh and the Germans.
Befides the three principal Properties which we
have mentioned, the following (like Satellites to
good Letter) are not undeferving the purchafer’s
examination ; who ought to take notice,

1. Whether the Letter ftands even, and in Line :
which is the chief good quality in Letter, and
makes the face thereof fometimes to pafs, tho’
otherwife ill-fhaped.

2. Whe-

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108073431
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781108073431: 


