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Books of enduring scholarly value

Printing and Publishing History

The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in
its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design,
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals,
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow of
the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

The History and Art of Printing

Philip Luckombe (1730-1803), printer, author and shell-collector, published
this work in 1771. (He had published a shorter version, A Concise History of
the Origin and Progress of Printing, anonymously in the previous year.) Born
in Exeter, he learned the printing trade there, and became a freeman of the
city in 1776, but moved to London, where he wrote travelogues and several
books on printing, edited dictionaries and encyclopaedias, and became an
authority on shells. The first part of the book is concerned with the history
of printing, including the various charters issued to the Stationers’ Company,
and the second with the practicalities of ‘the art and mystery of printing’ and
‘the necessary materials used in a Printing House, including typefaces, presses
and paper, and the duties of a warehouseman. This technical information
continued to be used and quoted until the middle of the twentieth century.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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ﬁ T H E ?

HISTORY and ART
PRINTTING.

IN TWO PARTS.
PART I. containing
I. A Concife Hiftory of the Art from its Invention to
the prefent Time; with the feveral Charters granted to
the Company of Stationers.
II. Specimens of Printing Types of all Sizes, and 3
various Languages, Mufic Types, Flowers and Ornaments.

PART II. treating of

I. The neceffary Materials made ufe of in a Printing Office—
Of the different Founts of Letter, their Properties, Size, and
Application ; with Tables to thew the Difference there is between
the feveral Bodies of Letter, and how one gets in or drives out
more than anothcr.—Of Points, Quadrats, Spaces, Rules, Braces,
Quotations, Flowers, &c. &c.

II. Of Printing Preffes, their Conftruction and Ufe particulariy
defcribed, with a Drawing of a Prefs, and of its feveral Parts,
cut in Wood.

III. Of Wetting Paper, Knocking up Balls, Pulling, Printing
different Colours, and other neceflary Rules and Direions for
the Prefsman.

IV. Or the Compofitor’s Bufinefs, viz. Drefﬁng of Chaces,
Compoling, Spacing, Tying up Pages, Impofing, &c. with a
great Variety of Examples and ufeful Tables.

V. Of Correctors and Correéting, with Diretions to Authors
how to mark Corre&ions in their Proof Sheets.

VI. Of Cafting off Copy.

VIL Alphabets and Characters of various Languages and
Sciences.

VIII. Of the Bufinefs requifite to be done in the Warehoufe,
and the Duty of the Warehoufeman.

IX. An Explanation of Technical Terms ufed in Printing.

The Whole forming a more intelligible and complete Intro-
duction to the Art of Printing than has been hitherto attempted,
and containing a great Variety of Inftru¢tions and Examples that
are not to be found in any other Performance.

By P. LUCKOMBE, M. T.A.

AR AR
A HeA

L ON D O N:
Printedby W, ADLARD and J. BRO W NE, Fleet-Street;

F OR
J. JOHNSON, No. 72, St. Paul’s Church-Yard. 1771 §
(Price Seven Shillings bound.)

e AW e AR
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TO THE PUBLIC.

¥H o A HE eutire motive which induces the Editor
i?lx = -ﬁ to this publication, is to promote the Theory
i)

g3
Ye yf=%r 3¢ nota lucrative view. Books on this important

-

and Praftice of the ArT oF PrinTING, and
I

'="‘E

fubje®t are become extremely fcarce, owing to their being
depofited in the libraries of the Curious, which make them
but feldom feen in the common catalogues of Bookfellers, and

AR
AR

when they are, their price is too high for the generality of
readers. ‘The Hiftorical part is colle&ted from the ingenious
Mr. Moxon, and other able Writers on this noble Art, to
the publication of the late induftrious antiquary Mr. Ames, in
his Typegraphical Antiquities of Printing, together with the
colle@ted judgments of the learned Ps. MippLETON, M.
ATkyns, Me. Warson, Mr. Panmer, &c. &c. wherein the
pleas of the invention are impartially given. The Pradical
Inftru&ions are the united opinions of the moft experienced
of the trade, from whofe labours the knowledge of the origin
and improvements in the Art have been conveyed to the pre-
fent period, and from whofe works we have made copiocus

extralls, feveral of which are in the authors own words, though

not pointed out as fuchq
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Upon the whole, in the courfe of the work will be given
the Origin and Progrefs of the Art, with a concife but accu-
rate Hiftorical Account of the MasTER PRINTERS, from the
year 1440 to 1600, duting which time every thing worthy of
obfervation will be taken notice of, and a great number of
curious and antique anecdotes relative to PrRinTING intro-
duced. In the conclufive part of the work will be explained
the ufe and properties of Metal Types, together with various
Tables of Calculations, Schemes for Impofing, Method for
Cafting off Copy, Ufe of Metal Flowers, Mathematical, Phy-
fical, Mufical, and Aftronomical Sorts; with many other
requifite direCtions neceffary for attaining a perfeft infight
into the Theory and Prattice of the ArT oF PriNTING ;
likewife ufeful Hints to Authors and Compilers, how to pre

pare copy and corre& their own proofs ; the whcle calculated
for the improvement of thofe who have any concerns in the
Letter-Prefs. To which will be added, neceffary Inftru&tions
for the Prefs and Warehoufe-men ; and at the end will be
inferted an Explanation of the abftrufe Words and Phrafes

AN N
A HeL

that are ufed in Printing.

As this work treats of the Letter-Prefs only, we think it
needlels to apologize for not decorating it with Copper-Plates,
judging it not pertinent in a work of this kind to make ufe
of the workmanfhip of any other artifts than compofitors ; or
introduce any thing but what is caft by ingenious Letter-
founders, and may therefore create employment for the Letter-
Prefs Printer,
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P R E F A C E

#“‘ﬁ"&i h“f&"“"‘T appears from reafon and antient hiftory,
3 i{u..ra% # that in the moft early ages of the world,

="‘§ 51 I r{’:?f- mankind had mduﬁrlou{[y invented other

'}f‘ kf_,g_‘};’ > means of communicating their ideas, than

ESL WH o o merely by the voice, not only that they

AL

might with freedom converfe at a diftance,
but alfo to ¢nable them to preferve and tranfmit to their pof-
terity the moft valuable deeds, and moit ufeful difcoveries made
in the world; they efteemed books, thofe curious repofiteries
of the fentiments and aftions of men, as a real treafure, and the
happy pofleifors, who well underftood the fubjells they con-
tained, were carclled by the wife and favoured by the great,
and confequently were the only truly learned, with whom all
prudent princes and philofophers chofe to advife.

Books being thus ufeful and curious, the learned thought it
worthy the chicf labour of their lives, either to compile, or
colleft thofe valuable tra&s, and imagined themfelves diftin-
guifhed from mankind more or lefs, as they excelled in the bulk
or goodnefs of their libraries : of which I cannot produce a
greater inftance, than what Dr. Conyers Middleton fays in the

Life X

PA2 A AT e
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Life of Cicero, p. 136, and 137. ¢ Nor was he ({peaking of
Cicero) lefs eager in making a colle&ion of Greek books, and
forming a library, by the fame opportunity of Atticus’s help.
This was Atticus’s own paflion, who, having free accefs to all
the Athenian libraries, was employing his flaves in copying the
works of their beft writers, not only for his own ufe, but for
fale alfo, and the common profit both of the flave and the
mafter ; for Atticus was remarkable, above all men of his rank,
for a family of learned flaves, having fcarce a2 foot-boy in his

- houfe, who was not trained both to read and write for him.

PR,
Y

By this advantage he had made a very large colle€tion of choice
and curious books, and fignified to Cicero his defign of felling
them; yet feems to have intimated withal, that he expeéted a
larger fum for them than Cicero would eafily fpare; which
gave occafion to Cicero, to beg of him in feveral letters, to
referve the whole number for him, till he could raife money
enough for the purchafe. Pray keep your books, fays he, for
me, and do not defpair of my being able to make them mine;
which, if I can compafs, I fhall think myfelf richer than
Craffus, and defpife the fine villa’s and gardens of them all.”
Again, ¢ Take care that you do not part with your library to
any man, how eager foever he may be to buy it; for I am
fecting apart all my little rents to purchafe that relief for my
old age.”” In athird letter, he fays; ¢ That he had placed all
his hopes of comfort and pleafure, whenever he fhould retire
from bufinefs, on Atticus’s referving thefe books for him.”
Again, in p. 453, ¢ Alticus lerit him two of his librarians
to aflift his own, in taking catalogues, and placing the books
in order; which he calls the infufion of the Sou! into the body &=
cof his houfe.

SRR
A

And among other writers on this fubje®, Mr. Watfon, in his
Hiftory of Printing, tells us, from an epiftle of Artonius
Bonenia Becatellus, farnamed Panorme, to Alphonfus king of
% Naples and Sicily, Lib..s. Epift. Significafti mibi nuper ex
f Florentia, §

€ )
B AT YL orooos A
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Florentiay &c. *¢ You lately wyote to me from Florence, that
the works of Titus Livius are there to be fold, in very hand-
fome books ; and that the price of each book is 120 crowns of
gold : therefore I intreat your majefty, that you caufe to be
bought for us Livy, whom we ufe to call the king of books,
and caufe it to be fent hither to us. I fhall in the mean time
procure the money, which I am to give for the price of the
book. One thing I want to know of your prudence, whether
I or Poggius have done beft; he, that he might buy a country-
houfe near Florence, fold Livy, which he had writin a very
fair hand; and I, to purchafe Livy, have expofed 2 piece of
land to fale : ‘your goodnefs and modefty have encouraged me
to alk thefe things with familiarity of you. Farewell, and
triumph.” There are feveral paffages which fhew the great
value and efteem of manuferipts, and that the manner of their
conveyance was by notaries, as lands, &c.

Nor was it in Italy only that baoks were fold at this enormous
price, but in France alfo, as appears by what Gaguin wrote
to one of his friends who had fent to him from Rome to pro-
cure a Concordance for him: ¢ I have not to this day found
out a Concordance, except one, that is greatly efteemed ; which
Pafchafius, the bookfeller, has told me is to be fold, but the
owner of it is abroad ; and it may be had for a hundred crowns
of gold.”

AN
AL

The late Mr. Ames had a folio manufcript in French verfe
called, Romans de la Rofe (from whence Chaucer’s tranflation)
on the laft leaf of which is wrote, Cef huir coffa ax palas de
Parys quarante coronnes dor, fans mentyr; that is, This book coft
at the palace of Paris 40 crowns of gold, without lying. {About
33l. 6s. 6d. fterling.)

Galen fays, in his Commentary upon the Third of the Epi-
demicks, and upon the Firft Book of the Nature of Man,

& B that §

A AL AT
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that <« Ptolemeus Philadelphus gave to the Athenians fifteen
talents, with exemption from all tribute, and a great convoy
of provifions, for the Autographs and Originals of the Tra-
gedies of Efchylus, Sophocles, and Euripides.

Brafficanus fays, * The emperor Frederick III. knew no
better gratuity for John Capnion, who had been fent to him
on an embafly by Edward of Wittemberg, than by making
him a prefent of an old Hebrew Bible.
Manufcripts, or rather Books, were fo fcarce in thofe days,
that they were not fold but by contraéts, upon as good condi-
tions and fecurities as thofe of an eftate : among. many other
inftances of the like kind there is one in the library of the
College of Laon, in the city of Paris, made in the prefence of
two notaries, in the year 1332. In thofe times the opulent
only could procure books, the poor being entirely debarred
by their exceflive price; whereas now, by the art of Printing,
books may be procured on every fcience, and the inventions
and improvements of every art may be attained by people of

Upon the whole,

Another inftance of the high eftimation in which books were
held in old times, is to be feen in the front of the Manufcript
Gofpels belonging to the public Library of the Univerfity of
Cambridge, written in an old hand in Latin and Anglo-
Saxomic, given to the Univerfity by the learned Theodore
Beza. ¢ This Book was prefented by Leofric, Bifhop of the
Church of St. Peter’s in Exeter, for the Ufe of his Succeffors.”
This Leofric was Chancellor of England in the reign of
Edward the Confeffor, and died in 1071 or 1072 ; and by his
bequeft may be clearly perceived its value.

About the time of king Henry IL. the manner of publithing
the works of authors was to have them read over for three

appointed

A AL

G

A
.

é days fucceflively before one of the univerfities, or other judges,
=,

AN AL

A
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appointed by the public; and, if they met with approbation,
copies of them were then permitted to be taken, which were
ufually done by monks, fcribes, illuminors and readers, brought
or trained up to that purpofe for their maintenance.

At the-time that Printing was introduced, and a Tittle after,
the feribes ufed their utmoft efforts to excel, being willing to
keep their places, and would fay, fuch a book was old and
would add unprofitable; but fuch an one was new, neat,
elegantly wrote, eafy to be read, &c. which method of pro-
ceeding, by the way, may have occafioned the lofs of many a
good compofition. Indced, before this noble art of Printing by
feparate types made of metal was found out, there were but
few authors in comparifon to the great increafe of learned men
fince. But as the method of increafing and propagating books
?‘ by writing was exceflively tedious and expenfive, {o that few
_g.' could encourage it but fovereign princes, or perfons of great

@  wealth, the bulk of mankind was in 2 manner deprived of
%ﬁ thofe truly valuable advantages refulting from books; which

A

§ alone fufficiently fhews, how greatly we are indchted to the in-
ventors of that ufeful, or, as it may juftly be faid, divine art of
Printing. We have now no occafion to wait the flow refult of
the tranfcriber, but with a little Libour and cafy expence
may ftore our libraries with all the knowledge of our learned
progenitors ; and have it in our power, witha little ftudy, to be
mafters of thofe arts, which they only attend to with the
greateft labour and induftry. And if any one would be at the
trouble to compare the prefent body of our pecple, in regard to
literature and their capacities in affairs, with thofe of our
anceftors, who flourithed 400 years ago, when there was no
printing, they will readily acknowledge, that this curious
art hath not a little contributed to the benefit and improvement
of mankind.

s AN IA AWK
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Thefe proceedings for the advancement of learning and
knowledge alarmed the ignorant and illiterate monks ; info-
much that they declsimed from the pulpits, ¢ There was
a new language difcovered called Greek, of which people
fhould beware, fince it was that which produced all the
herefies: that in this language was come forth a book called the
New Teftament, which was now in every body’s hands, and
was full of thorns and briers: that there was alfo another
language now ftarted up which they called Hebrew, and that
they who learned it were turned Hebrews.” Here in England,
the great Erafmus tells us, his publithing the New Teftament
in its original language met with a great deal of clamour and
oppofition, that cne college in the Univerfity of Cambridge,
in particular, abfclutely forbad the ufe of it. ¢ Thefe, fays
he, objett to us the feigned authority of fynods, and magnify
the great peril of the chriftian faith and the danger of the
church, which they pretend to fupport with their fhoulders,
who are much fitter to prop a waggon. And thefe clamours

RGN,
AL

they difperfe among the ignorant and fuperftitions populace,
with whom, having the reputation of heing great divines,
they are very loth to have their opinions called in queftion, and
are afraid that when they quote the Scripture wrong, as they
often do, the authority of the Greek and Hebrew verity
fhould be caft in their teeth, and that by and by appear to be a
dream, which was by them given out for an oracle.” Accord-
ingly the Vicar of Croydon in Surry is faid to have exprefed
himfelf to the following purpofe in a fermon which he preached
at Paul’s Crofs about this time, ¢¢ We muit root out Printing,
or Printing will root vut us.”

The difcovery of Printing contributed greatly to the pro-
duftion of learned men in Europe. Lord Herbert, in his
Life of King Henry VIII. p. 147, fuppofed that Cardinal
Woolfey ftated the effefts of this Art to the Pope thus: < That

his holinefs could not be ignorant what diverfe effefts this new

é inven-
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invention of printing had produced: fdr, it had brought in,
and reftored books and learning ; fo together it hath been the
occafion of thofe fefts and fchifms, which daily appeared in
the world, but chiefly in Germany; where men begin now
to call in queftion the prefent faith and tenets of the Church,
and to examine how far religion is departed from its primitive
inftitution.  And that, which particularly was moft to be.
lamented, they had exhorted lay and ordinary men to read
the Scriptures, and to pray in their vulgar tongue ; and if this
was fuffered, befides all other dangers, the common people at
laft might come to believe, that there was not fo much ufe of
the clergy. For if men were perfuaded once, they could
make their own way to God, and that prayers in their native
and ordinary language might pierce heaven as well as Latin ;
how much would the authority of the mafs fall? For this
purpofe, fince printing could not be put down, it were beft

to fet up learning againft learning ; and by introducing able
perfons to difpute, to fufpend the laity between fear and con-
troverfy. This at worft would yet make them attentive to
their fuperiors and teachcrs.”
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It may fhew upon the whole, the notions which prevailed,
and what the contenders had to fay, for the fpace of 1z00r130
years ; which takes in a period of time the moft remrkable of
any which our annals afford, a pericd when BriTaxN14 roufed
herfelf from amidft various fupes{titions, and fat down on the
feat of liberty, where fhe now remains. Befides which, the Art
of Printing had no fmail fhare in the glorious Reformation.
The Holy Scriptures were printed in cur mother tongue; and
the people themfelves faw the impofitions of the monks, &c. &
This art in its infancy was patronized by the learned and %
great; and.they encouraged our firft printer, William Caxten,
¢  to begin and carry on {o laudable and ufeful an underiaking, :
- and he gratefully and honeftly ownoed it in his books. '
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The ulefalnefs of the art is {o univerfally acknowledged, it
needs no proof; every one knows, without the invention of
this Art, the produ&ions of great men would have been con-
fined in the pofefion of a few, and of no utility to pofterity.
In fhort, What would the Moderns know of the fciences, did
not Printing farnifh them with the difcoveries of the Ancients ?
All the elogiums we can beftow on the invention, and the ho-
nours we pay it, are far deficient of its merit ; and, we believe,
few will deny it when they confider the vaft expences which
our forefathers were at to procure manufcripts, of which we
have given a few inftances.

We have endeavoured to make this book as ufeful as the
limits that an O&avo Volume will admit of, by concifely
fhewing the Origin, Progrefs, and gradual Improvements of
this Art. JIn our account of the moft eminent men, we have
added all their privileges, licences, patents, &c. which were
granted to them 3 together with the name of the place, and
fign at which they dwelt; the encouragements and difcourage-
ments they met with ; as alfo the charter of the company of
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Stationers.,

THE EDITOR.
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