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Polar Exploration

This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of early
expeditions to the Arctic and the Antarctic. Huge resources were invested
in such endeavours, particularly the search for the North-West Passage,
which, if successful, promised enormous strategic and commercial rewards.
Cartographers and scientists travelled with many of the expeditions, and
their work made important contributions to earth sciences, climatology,
botany and zoology. They also brought back anthropological information
about the indigenous peoples of the Arctic region and the southern fringes
of the American continent. The series further includes dramatic and poignant
accounts of the harsh realities of working in extreme conditions and utter
isolation in bygone centuries.

The Polar Regions

The Arctic explorer Sir John Richardson (1787-1865), who had accompanied
both John Franklin and John Rae on major expeditions, expands here an
article which had appeared in the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Organised in
two parts, and published in 1861, this work covers first the Arctic and then
the largely unexplored Antarctic. Adopting a chronological approach in
the first part, Richardson covers Roman knowledge of the far north, Norse
voyages, and later exploration by the British, Dutch and Russians. He then
deals in detail with the search for the North-West Passage, including the
expeditions in search of Sir John Franklin. Later chapters cover Spitsbergen,
Arctic weather, ice, currents, geology, vegetation and zoology, as well as
the three principal groups of native people: the Inuit, Lapps and Samoyeds.
In the second part, Richardson outlines Antarctic exploration since 1576,
providing an overview of what little was known of this part of the globe.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE.

THE present work is founded on an article written for the last
edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica under the same title,
and has been expanded by more detailed expositions of the
various subjects it embraces, at the request of the Publishers
of the Encyclopaedia, who thought that its appearance as a
substantive work might supply a want.

Its design is to give a connected view of the physical
geography and ethnology of the areas comprised within the
north and south polar circles, and of the progress of discovery
by which our knowledge of these extremities of our globe has
been attained. To keep the volume within reasonable limits,
the different matters it comprises are necessarily treated in
a summary way, but the numerous references to authorities

will enable a student to go to the fountains of information.
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POLAR REGIONS.

PART I

ARCTIC FRIGID ZONE.

SECTION 1.

PROGRESS OF DISCOVERY.
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