
Literary Studies
This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary works, textual editions, 
anthologies and literary criticism which are of lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to 
Shakespeare to early twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable resource 
for scholars in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies.

Kipling ~ The Cambridge Manuscript
Since 1913 Magdalene College, Cambridge, has elected a succession of outstanding figures in literature 
and the arts to Honorary Fellowships of the College. On the occasion of his election in 1932, Rudyard 
Kipling (1865–1936) presented the College with a manuscript poem entitled ‘To the Companions’ which 
celebrated Magdalene’s best-known graduate, Samuel Pepys. After his death, his widow, Caroline Kipling, 
bequeathed the present collection of manuscript poems – many of them redrafted and corrected, and 
thus giving insights into Kipling’s creative process – to the College. The bound volume comprises some 
twenty-eight poems in all (including multiple versions of key stanzas of ‘The White Man’s Burden’), 
together with a fragment of an unpublished poem entitled ‘The Song of the Engines’. Its publication in the 
Cambridge Library Collection makes the poems available to the scholar, the Kipling enthusiast, and the 
general reader.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own 
backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could 
not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends 
this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other 
partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press 
is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the 
books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around the world. The 
latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that 
orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including 
out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the 
humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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The Cambridge Manuscript
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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isbn  978-1-108-07222-9  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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Foreword

Since 1913 Magdalene College, Cambridge, has elected a succession of outstanding figures in Literature 
and the Arts to Honorary Fellowships of the College. The first of these was Thomas Hardy, followed by 
Rudyard Kipling and T.S. Eliot, Benjamin Britten, the typographer Will Carter and the Nobel Laureate 
Seamus Heaney.

On the occasion of his election in 1932 Kipling presented the College with a manuscript poem entitled 
‘To the Companions’ which celebrated Magdalene’s best-known graduate, Samuel Pepys. After his death 
in 1936 Kipling’s widow, Caroline Kipling, bequeathed a substantial collection of manuscript poems to 
the College. Two further benefactions followed from the Kipling family: the portrait by William Strang 
R.A. painted in 1913, which had probably been commissioned by Max Aitken (later Lord Beaverbrook) 
as a gift to the Kiplings; and the endowment of the Kipling Fellowship begun by Caroline and completed 
by her daughter Elsie. 

This volume reproduces the Magdalene Kipling, a manuscript which is casual in its doodles and 
scribbles yet monumental in its significance for our understanding of Kipling as a poet. The hand- 
writing speaks to us of the painstaking and minute act of composition, of the careful and extensive 
revision, and of the moments of relaxation when the poet jots down a few ideas or draws on a spare 
corner of his paper. 

The manuscript is written on loose sheets, mostly of blue India paper. These have been mounted 
and bound into an album. Someone, possibly Caroline’s secretary, has typed a partial list of contents. 
The   volume comprises some twenty-eight poems in all (including multiple versions of key stanzas 
of ‘The White Man’s Burden’) together with a fragment of an unpublished poem entitled ‘The Song of 
the Engine’. 

For the first time, this facsimile reproduces the manuscript in its entirety, appending the Magdalene 
College autograph of ‘To the Companions’. The Strang portrait forms the frontispiece. In addition to 
the original typed list of contents there is an appendix, which lists the poems and guides the reader to 
modern editions.

This volume is printed in the Cambridge Library Collection by permission of the Master and Fellows 
of Magdalene College.
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Rudyard Kipling, a portrait by William Strang (1913). 
By permission of the Master and Fellows of Magdalene College.
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