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THE melancholy duty of examining the Papers of my
deceafed Friend devolved upon me at a time when I
was deprefled by fevere aflliGions.

In that flate of mind, I hefitated to undertake the
talk of fele®ting and preparing his Manufcripts for the
prefs. The warmth of my early and long attachment to
Mr. Gibbon made me confcious of a partiality, which
it was not proper to indulge, efpecially in revifing
many of his juvenile and unfinifhed compofitions. I
had to guard, not only againft a fentiment like my
own, which I found extenfively diffufed, but alfo againft
the eagernefs occafioned by a very general curiofity to fee
in print every literary relick, however imperfe&, of fo
diftinguifhed a writer.

Being aware how difgracefully Authors of Eminence
have been often treated, by an indifcreet pofthumous pub-
lication of fragments and carelefs effufions ; when I had
fele@ed thole Papers which to myfelf appeared the fitteft
for the public eye, I confulted fome of our common

A2 friends,
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[ iv ]
friends, whom I knew to be equally anxious with myfelf
for Mr. Gibbon’s fame, and fully competent, from their
judgment, to protect it.

Under fuch a fanétion it is, that, ne longer fufpeting
myfelf to view through too favourable a medium the
compofitions of my Friend, I now venture to publith
them: and it may here be proper to give {fome informa-
tion to the Reader, refpe&ing the Contents of thefe
Volumes.

The moft important part confifts of Memoirs of Mr,
Gibbon’s, Life and Writings, a work which he feems
to have projedted with peculiar folicitude and atten-
tion, and of which he left Six different fketches, all
in his own hand-writing. One of thefe fketches, the
moft diffufe and circumftantial, fo far as it proceeds,
ends at- the time when he quitted Oxford. Another
at the year 1764, when he travelled to Italy. A
third, at his father’s death, in1770. A fourth, which
he continued to a fhort time after his return to Lau-
fanne in 1788, appears in the form of Annals, much
lefs detailed than the others. The two remaining fketches
are ftill more imperfe&. It is difficult to difcover the
order in which thefe feveral Pieces were written, but
there is reafon to believe that the moft copious was the
laft. From all thefe the following Memoirs have been
carefully feleted, and put together.

My
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My hefitation in giving thefe Memoirs to the werld
arofe, principally, from the circumftance of Mr.
Gibbon’s appearing, in fome refpe&, not to have been
fatisfied with them, as he had fo frequently varied
their form: yet, notwithftanding this diffidence, the
compofitions, though unfinithed, are fo excellent, that
they may juftly entitle my Friend to appear as his
own biographer, rather than to have that tafk under-
taken by any other perfon lefs qualified for it.

This opinion has rendered me anxious to publifh the
prefent Memoirs, without any unneceflary delay; for I
am perfuaded, that the Author of them cannot be made
to appear in a truer Jight than he does in the following
pages. In them, and in his different Letters, which
I have added, will be found a complete piGure of
his talents, his difpofition, his ftudies, and his attain-
ments.

Thofe {light variations of character, which naturally
arofe in the progrefs of his Life, will be unfolded in a
feries of Letters, {fele¢ted from a Correfpondence between

him and myfelf, which continued full thirty years, and
ended with his death.

It is to be lamented, that all the {ketches of the Me-
moirs, except that compofed in the form of Annals, and
which feems rather defigned as heads for a future Work,

2 | ceafe
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ccafe about twenty years before Mr. Gibbon s death ;
and confequently, that we have the leaft detailed ac-
count of the moft interefting part of his Life. His Cor-
refpondence during that period will, in great meafure,
fupply the deficiency. It will be feparated from the
Memoirs and placed in an Appendix, that thofe
who are not difpofed to be pleafed with the repeti-
tions, familiarities, and trivial circumftances of epifto-
lary writing, may not be embarraffed by it. By many,
the Letters will be found a very interefting part
of the prefent Publication. They will prove, how
pleafant, friendly, and amiable Mr. Gibbon was in
private life; and if, in publithing Letters fo flatter-
ing to myfelf, I incur the imputation of vanity, I
fhall meet the charge with a frank confeffion, that
I am indeed highly vain of having enjoyed, for fo
many years, the efteem, the confidence, and the affec-
tion of a man, whofe focial qualities endecared him to
the moft accomplifhed fociety, and whofe talents, great
as they were, muft be acknowledged to have been fully
equalled by the fincerity of his friendfhip.

Whatever cenfure may be pointed againft the
Editor, the Public will fet a due value on the Let-
ters for their intrinfic merit. I muft, indeed, be
blinded, cither by vanity or affe&ion, if they do
not difplay the heart and mind of their Author, in

4 fach
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fuch a manner as juftly to increafe the number of his
admirers.

I have not been folicitous to garble or expunge paflages
which, to fome, may appear trifling.  Such paflages will
often, in the opinion of the obferving Reader, mark the
charaé&er of the Writer, and the omiffion of them would
materially take from the eafe and familiarity of authentic
letters.

Few men, I believe, have ever fo fully unveiled their
own charater, by a minute narrative of their fentiments
and purfuits, as Mr. Gibbon will here be found to have
done ; not with fludy and labour—not with an affected
franknefs—but with a genuine confeflion of his little
foibles and peculiarities, and a good-humoured and na-
tural difplay of his own condué and opinions.

Mr. Gibbon began a Journal, a work diftin& from
the fketches already mentioned, in the early part of his
Life, with the following declaration :

<« T propofe from this day, Auguft 24th 1761, to
¢ keep an exa& Journal of my aéions and ftudies, both
¢ to aflift my memory, and to accuftom me to fet a due
¢ value on my time. I fhall begin by fetting down
¢ fome few events of my paft life, the dates of which
¢ I can remember.”

This
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This induftrious proje@ he purfued occafionally in
French, under various titles, and with the minutenefs,
fidelity, and liberality of a mind refolved to watch over
and improve itfelf.

The Journal is continued under different titles, and
is fometimes very concife, and {fometimes {ingularly de-
tailed. One part of it is entitled My Journal,” ano-
ther ¢ Ephemerides, or Journal of my A&ions, Studies,
‘“ and Opinions.” The other parts are entitled, ¢ Ephe-
¢ merides, ou Journal de ma Vie, de mes Etudes, et de
¢ mes Sentimens.” In this Journal, among the moft tri
vial circumftances, are mixed very interefting ob(ervations
and differtations on a Satire of Juvenal, a Paffage of
Homer, or of Longinus, or of any other author whofe
works he happened toread in the courfe of the day ; and
he often paffes from a Remark on the moft common
event, to a critical Difquifition of confiderable learning,
or an Enquiry into fome abftrufe point of Philofophy.

It certainly was not his intention that this private and
motley Diary {hould be prefented to the Public, nor
have I thought myfelf at liberty to prefent it, in the
fhape in which he left it. But by reducing it to an ac-
count of bis literary occupations, it formed fo fingular
and fo interefting a portrait of an indefatigable Stu-
dent, that I perfuade myfelf it will be regarded as a

valuable
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valuable acquifition by the Literary World, and as an ac-
ceflion of fame to the memory of my Friend. With the
Extra&s from Mr. Gibbon’s Journal will be printed,
his Diflertations entitled ¢¢ Extraits raifonnés de mes
¢« Le&ures:” and ¢¢ Recueil de mes Obfervations, et
¢ Pieces détachées fur différens Sujets.” A few other
paffages from other parts of the Journals, introduced
in Notes, will make a curious addition to the Memoirs.

His Firft Publication, ¢ Effai fur I'Etude de la
¢¢ Litterature,” with corre@ions and additions from an
interleaved copy which my Friend gave to me feveral
years ago, is reprinted as part of thefe volumes.

Three more of his {maller Publications are afo re-
printed. 1. His mafterly Criticifm on the Sixth Book
of Virgil, in anfwer to Bifhop Warburton. 2. His
own Vindication of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chapters
of his Hiftory, in anfwer to Mr. Davis and others. And
3. His ¢ Reponfe a I’'Expofé de la Cour de France,”—an
occafional compofition, which obtained the higheft ap-
plaufe in Foreign Courts, and of which he {poke to me
with fome pleafure, obferving that it had been tranf-
lated even into the Turkifh language *.

Of thele various writings the Author has {poken him-
felf, in defcribing his own Life. T have yet to notice

* At Peterfburgh and Vienna it was currently obferved by the Corps Divlomatique,

that the Englith Miniftry had publifhed a Memorial written not only with great
ability, butalfo in French, {o correét, that they muft have employed a Frenchman.

voL. I. a {fome
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fome articles not mentioned in his Memoirs, and which
will be found in this Publication. 1. A juvenile fketch,
entitled, ¢ Outlines of the Hiftory of the World.”
2. A Differtation, which he had thewn to a few f{riends,
on that curious {ubje&, ¢¢ L’Homme au Mafque deFer.
3. A more confiderable work, ¢ The Antiquities of the
¢ Houfe of Brunfwick ;> an hiftorical difcourfe, com-
pofed about the year 1790. In this Work he intended
to appropriate feparate books: 1. 'To the Italian defcent ;
2. To the Germanic reign : and, 3. To the Britifh Sue-
ceflion of the Houfe of Brunfwick. The Manufcript
clofes in completing the Italian branch of his fubjeét.

Among the moft fplendid paffages of that unfi-
nifhed wark may be enumerated, the charaders of Leib-
nitz and Muratori : A fketch of Albert-Azo the Second,
a prince who retained his faculties and reputation
beyond the age of one hundred years: An account
of Padua and its univerfity, and remarks on the epic
glory of Ferrara.

The laft Paper of thefe Volumes has the mournful at-
tra&tion of being a fketch interrupted by death, and affords
an honourable proof that my Friend’s ardour for the pro-
motion of hiftorical knowledge attended him to the laft.
It is entitled merely, ¢¢ An Addrefs ;” and exprefles a
wifh that our Latin memorials of the middle ages, the
‘¢ Scriptores Rerum Anglicarum,” may be publifhed in

England,
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England, ina manner worthy of the fubje&, and of the
country. He mentions Mr. John Pinkerton as a perfon
well qualified for the condué of fuch a national under-
taking,

In the colle&ion of writings which I am now fend-
ing to the prefs, there is no article that will fo much
engage the public attention as the Memoirs. I will
therefore clofe all I mean to fay as their Editor, by
affuring the Reader, that, although I have in fome
meafure newly arranged thofe interefting Papers, by
forming one regular narrative from the Six different
fketches, I have neverthelefs adhered with fcrupulous
fidelity to the very words of their Author; and I ufe
the letter S. to mark fuch Notes of my own, as it {eemed
neceflary to add.

It remains only to exprefs a with, that in difcharging
this lateft office of affe@ion, my regard to the memory of
my Friend may appear, as I truft it will do, proportioned
to the high fatisfa&ion which Ienjoyed for many years in
poflefling his entire confidence, and very partial attach-
ment.

SHEFFIELD.

SuerriELp-PLACE,
Gth Aug. 1795,
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