
Polar Exploration
This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of early 
expeditions to the Arctic and the Antarctic. Huge resources were invested in 
such endeavours, particularly the search for the North-West Passage, which, 
if successful, promised enormous strategic and commercial rewards. Carto-
graphers and scientists travelled with many of the expeditions, and their 
work made important contributions to earth sciences, climatology, botany 
and zoology. They also brought back anthropological information about 
the indigenous peoples of the Arctic region and the southern fringes of the 
American continent. The series further includes dramatic and poignant 
accounts of the harsh realities of working in extreme conditions and utter 
isolation in bygone centuries.

Stray Leaves from an Arctic Journal
By the middle of the nineteenth century, the goal of the North-West Passage 
had claimed the lives of many explorers, yet the disappearance of the expedition 
led by Sir John Franklin occasioned the greatest response. Naval officer 
Sherard Osborn (1822–75) took part in the search mission of 1850–1 under 
Horatio Thomas Austin. Osborn was appointed to command the Pioneer, 
one of two steam tenders on the voyage. This was the first time such vessels 
had been deployed in the punishing conditions of the Arctic. Such was their 
success in cutting through ice and navigating the treacherous waters that 
similar models were later adopted by the whaling fleet. The present work, 
first published in 1852, gives a compelling account of the hardships of the 
expedition, which was successful in its surveying work and confirmed that 
Franklin had not been lost in Baffin Bay.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108071772
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